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Here is some additional information for families regarding our student laptop requirement for Upper School students from the Director of 
Technology, Dr. Nicole Tervalon. 
 
Any devices that meet the below criteria or better will definitely work.  With careful consideration you should be able to purchase a 
laptop that will last through all of MS and HS.  That said, my experience is that Chromebooks don’t tend to make it that long and their 
chipsets stop being upgraded after 5 years.  So in general, you might want to budget on a machine that will last for 3-4 years, assuming 
it is well cared for. 
 
Chromebooks generally are a reasonable and economical choice.  I wouldn’t choose anything with a screen less than 14”, but whether 
it’s a touchscreen or not is a personal preference.  I tend to avoid touchscreens as they are one more thing that can break or not work 
correctly.   
 
Windows 11 laptops are also a reasonable choice.  Note that all devices that arrive in S mode may have to have S mode turned off if a 
high school teacher requests specific software that cannot be downloaded from the Microsoft Store. 
 
Apple products are all good choices, although they are often more costly.  They have a tendency to last a little longer than some other 
products, but how carefully your child cares for the device in their backpack, when at school and in transit should play a part in the 
decision. 
 
Tablets are functional for those that like them, although they can present some challenges when students have to type. Typing on the 
screen is sometimes not as efficient as using a keyboard. If the tablet comes with a keyboard or you can provide one to use, or the 
tablet has a reasonably-sized touch screen to work on, they can work well. Tablets can present some challenges if teachers ask 
students to engage with any kind of software that is not browser-based, though, and often struggle with spreadsheets.  And some 
software doesn’t run well on browsers other than Chrome, so as long as the device (and your child) has the ability to install apps 
including the Chrome browser, you should be okay. 
 
Here are some examples of lower cost devices that will definitely work. Be sure to look for back-to-school and holiday special sales. 
 
From Costco: 
RCA 15.6” FHD Laptop - Intel N150 Processor - 4GB memory - 128GB HD - Windows 11 Home 
 
Acer Aspire 3 15.6” Touchscreen Laptop - AMD Ryzen 5 7520U - 16GB memory - 1TB HD - Windows 11 Home 
 
From BestBuy: 
HP 2-in-1 14” Touch-Screen Chromebook - Intel N100 2023 - 4GB memory - 64GB HD 
 
Lenovo - IdeaPad Slim 3i 15.6” Laptop - Intel N150 2024 - 8GB memory - 128GB HD - Windows 11 Home 
 
From Amazon: 
Lenovo IdeaPad 3i Chromebook - Intel Celeron N4500 - 8GB RAM - 64GB HD 
 
HP 15.6” Intel 4 Core N100 Laptop - 8GB memory - 128GB HD - Windows 11 
 
 
As a reminder, all students are expected to have their own set of headphones that they can use with their laptop, so be sure that 
your child’s headphones will work with their device, not just their phones. 

https://www.costco.com/p/-/rca-156-fhd-laptop-powered-by-intel-n150-processor-4gb-memory-128gb-storage-windows-11-home-s-mode/4201002665?DM_PersistentCookieCreated=true&sp=grs&langId=-1
https://www.costco.com/p/-/acer-aspire-3-156-touchscreen-laptop-amd-ryzen-5-7520u-fhd-1920x1080-windows-11/4000251732?sp=grs&langId=-1
https://www.bestbuy.com/product/hp-2-in-1-14-touch-screen-chromebook-laptop-intel-processor-n100-2023-4gb-memory-64gb-emmc-sky-blue/JJGS9KW6JQ
https://www.bestbuy.com/product/lenovo-ideapad-slim-3i-15-6-full-hd-laptop-intel-processor-n150-2024-8gb-memory-128gb-ufs-abyss-blue/JJGH3RG86C
https://www.amazon.com/Lenovo-3i-Chromebook-Everyday-Notebook/dp/B0BSJ46KY9?crid=3VGBF1425TBVS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.k957c3I77DhFVynVQOOUJfgmhjef5VQs_Xg46e63WFJ1XLPLn2xf-MJZmI23Xyg5krx1r4E9bOmWJKgJ3jSifH4bdxKdom5uuGLkcrF-JTB8vD4HN5s1_GxQo52sd0kwbpKp6y5OepVOkpAd4VSHo3PnuAFyBUh88Wx-E0UzKhLRsJV0sWSW3w-Ds8wCIRv0j6KCDrus8_vfc5XxbSBeXPY2KphQ774LG0z55vp4Fto.L5SyvcQyFWZsuk_xW3v_ILe6F3zb_eDkfDr2GtXaMyQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=laptop%2B15.6%22&qid=1781808366&sprefix=laptop%2B15.6%2B%2Caps%2C287&sr=8-17&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/HP-15-6-Laptop-Productivity-Lightweight/dp/B0G6JM2Y9N?crid=3FTHPBFELDDQQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9aS_hQkQYdk3xhAzYVMQqzmTU5Dzj9tD-XhJUevBpixMJmZMccw3Y0reV51N7LVZCRdsfxhJBbYRW9iTPV1It3Pfn7d82wn3nvi6CEk3U244ex-4Fs8QVMZo897okZ6Hn6Qk3H3ZBsX0cQ929SthMXuiDKSAqrxsJ20-po4Euu6h_rzlXdwYnUIKaMNFFKJipzhvL5HBVSQxkcA4gQdZAtpZyDtJ_S3welH0mO3ngYs.xFRn75n8aVle9dzgLViY2jJj7L9Sh6_wSLrvJqyLCaw&dib_tag=se&keywords=laptop%2B15.6%22%2Bwindows%2B11&qid=1781808771&sprefix=laptop%2B15.6%2Bwindows%2B1%2Caps%2C268&sr=8-8&th=1

	HP 2-in-1 14” Touch-Screen Chromebook - Intel N100 2023 - 4GB memory - 64GB HD 

