
By Kim Chandler and Mark Thiessen
The Associated Press

WEST POINT, GA. >> Loretta Williams lives in Ala-
bama but drove to Georgia to buy a lottery ticket 
for a chance at winning the $1.6 billion Power-
ball jackpot.

She was one of many Alabama ticket-buyers 
flooding across state lines Thursday. The largest 
lottery prize in U.S. history has people around 
the country clamoring for a chance to win. But 
in some of the five states without a lottery, envi-
ous bystanders are crossing state lines or send-
ing ticket money across them to friends and fam-
ily, hoping to get in on the action.

CHASING A FORTUNE

In 5 states without 
lotteries, a case of 
Powerball envy

By Christopher Rugaber
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> America’s employers kept hiring 
vigorously in October, adding 261,000 positions, 
a sign that as Election Day nears, the economy 
remains a picture of solid job growth and pain-
ful inflation.

Friday’s report from the government showed 
that hiring was brisk across industries last month, 
though the overall gain declined from 315,000 in 
September. The unemployment rate rose from a 
five-decade low of 3.5% to a still-healthy 3.7%.

A strong job market is deepening the chal-
lenges the Federal Reserve faces as it raises in-
terest rates at the fastest pace since the 1980s to 
try to bring inflation down from near a 40-hear 
high. Steady hiring, solid pay growth and low un-
employment have been good for workers. But they 
have also contributed to rising prices.

“Employers continue to be worried that it’s go-
ing to be harder to to hire tomorrow than today, 
so that actually suggests they don’t see a reces-
sion on the horizon,” said Betsey Stevenson, an 
economist at the University of Michigan who was 
an economic adviser to President Barack Obama.

JOB MARKET

Employers 
hire briskly 
despite 
rate hikes
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State-sponsored groundwater 
aquifer surveys will take place 
later this month for Santa 
Cruz County, region. PAGE A3 
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Airborne technology 
maps county aquifers
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WATSONVILLE >> High school 
students in the biomedical 
engineering class at Mount 
Madonna School in Watson-
ville recently conducted a 
gene editing experiment us-
ing CRISPR technology un-
der the guidance of pharma-
ceutical researcher turned 
science and engineering 
teacher, Lisa Catterall.

“Students have to know 
how the world works and 
where they fall as they step 
into it,” said Catterall. “This 
technology is going to be 
so incredibly relevant, and 
whether or not they go on 
to do biological research, 
which some of the kids do, 
they need to be educated 
voters. They need to know 
when ethical issues come up, 
what the real story is.”

Clustered Regularly Inter-
spaced Short Palindromic 
Repeats or CRISPR technol-
ogy allows scientists, and 
high school students, to lo-
cate a specific snippet of 
DNA or gene and edit it, in 
order to reach various out-
comes such as eliminating 
deadly genetic disorders 
like sickle cell anemia, or in 
the case of the 11th graders 
in Catterall’s honors science 
class, transforming a lactose 
tolerant gene into an intol-
erant one.

Although, it may seem 

that a classroom experiment 
using the cutting edge gene 
editing technology would in-
clude a room full of pricey, 
specialized equipment, the 
experiment is simple and 
inexpensive, according to 
Catterall.

“Ten years ago it was very 
expensive to do any genetic 
engineering,” said Catter-
all. “CRISPR is very, very 
simple.”

The supplies for the gene 
editing experiment come 
in a ready-to-use education 
kit that costs about $150, 
and does require some ad-
ditional equipment usually 
found in a high school sci-
ence lab such as graduated 
cylinders, pipettes and per-
sonal protective equipment.

In addition to learning 
and conducting the scientific 

procedures associated with 
gene editing, Catterall’s stu-
dents discuss the ethical and 
philosophical implications 
of the technology’s poten-
tial applications.

“I’m not exactly sure how I 
feel about the use of gene ed-
iting,” said student Cy Har-
ris. “I do think that it could 
be good if it is used for get-
ting rid of diseases or gene 
mutations that are detrimen-
tal to people’s quality of life.”

Fellow junior Anya Gon-
zalez shared similar ethi-
cal sentiments with her lab 
partner.

“CRISPR is something that 
is very controversial and I 
think that our ethics are be-
hind the technology, so we 
have to decide where we draw 
the line with gene editing,” 
said student Anya Gonzalez. 

“But I think that if we can 
use it for the greater good, it 
would be phenomenal.”

Most of the students 
agreed that the technolo-
gy’s potential is both excit-
ing and disturbing.

“There’s lots of potential 
to do both good and bad 
and that’s kind of scary,” 
said student Emma Monc-
lus. “I don’t know how I feel 
about designing the perfect 
baby but there is lots of po-
tential to focus on prevent-
ing health issues.”

“There’s two ways that 
CRISPR can go,” said stu-
dent Ona Musoll-Buendia. 
“Some people want to use it 
cure fatal genetic disorders, 
which is good, but others 
want to create a super sol-
dier that feels no emotions 

MOUNT MADONNA

SCHOOL BRINGS CRISPR 
TECHNOLOGY TO CLASSROOM

PHOTOS BY ARIC SLEEPER — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

Mount Madonna Scool students conduct a gene editing experiment. 

Science teacher Lisa Catterall holds the CRISPR in a Box educational kit.

A recently opened abortion 
clinic in Kansas and others like 
it get busier after Roe v. Wade 
ruling was overturned. PAGE A7 
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Some abortion clinics 
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Saturday’s Powerball drawing is expected to be 
worth $1.6 billion, making it the largest drawing 
in history. The drawing is scheduled for 7:59 p.m. 
Saturday.
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The gene editing 
experiment was done 
by 11th-grade students
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1605
The “Gunpowder Plot” 
failed as Guy Fawkes 
was seized before he 
could blow up the Eng-
lish Parliament.

1872
Suffragist Susan B. 
Anthony defied the law 
by attempting to cast 
a vote for President 
Ulysses S. Grant.

1940
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt won an un-
precedented third term 
in office as he defeated 
Republican challenger 
Wendell L. Willkie.

1974
Democrat Ella T. Grasso 
was elected governor of 
Connecticut, becoming 
the first woman to win 
a gubernatorial office 
without succeeding her 
husband.

1992
Malice Green, a Black 
motorist, died after he 
was struck in the head 
14 times with a flash-
light by a Detroit police 
officer, Larry Nevers, 
outside a suspected 
crack house.

2009
A shooting rampage 
at the Fort Hood Army 
post in Texas left 13 
people dead; Maj. 
Nidal Hasan, an Army 
psychiatrist, was later 
convicted of murder and 
sentenced to death.

Birthdays
Actor Harris Yulin is 85. 
Singer Art Garfunkel is 
81. Singer Peter Noone 
is 75. TV personality 
Kris Jenner is 67. Singer 
Bryan Adams is 63. 
Actor Tilda Swinton is 
62. Actor Sam Rock-
well is 54. Actor Luke 
Hemsworth is 42. Rock 
musician Kevin Jonas 
is 35.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Ex-wife alleges 
Wade is exploiting 
transgender daughter
The ex-wife of Dwyane 
Wade doesn’t like the way 
the former NBA star has 
been publicizing his support 
for their transgender teen 
daughter, alleging that he’s 
exploiting Zaya’s identity 
for his own financial gain. 
Siohvaughn Funches-Wade 
has filed documents in 
court, ostensibly to object 
to Wade’s petition to legally 
change the 15-year-old’s 
name, Page Six reported. 
But she also alleges that he 
has a financial incentive to 
push for the name change. 
“I have concerns that 
(Wade) may be pressuring 
our child to move forward 
with the name and gender 
change in order to capitalize 
on the financial opportuni-
ties that he has received 
from companies,” Funches-
Wade wrote.
— Bay Area News Group

Star report

THURSDAY’S  
WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3 Afternoon: 9, 1, 6
Daily 3 Evening: 5, 5, 0
Daily 4: 9, 7, 7, 3
Fantasy 5:  
1, 9, 20, 29, 30

DAILY DERBY
1st: 5, California Classic
2nd: 2, Lucky Star
3rd: 9, Winning Spirit
Race time: 1:47.92

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing: 
7, 9, 14, 39, 43
Mega number: 1
Saturday’s estimated  
jackpot: $39 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday’s drawing: 
5, 9, 15, 16, 17
Mega Number: 25
Friday’s estimated  
jackpot: $119 million

POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing: 
2, 11, 22, 35, 60
Powerball: 23
Saturday’s estimated  
jackpot: $1.6 billion

LOTTERY

or pain, so they can just 
keep fighting, and that is 
not OK at all.

For students such as So-
phia Manzur, the best part 
about the CRISPR lab is 
performing each step, from 
mixing the components, to 
streaking plates with bac-
teria.

“I’ve always loved doing 
hands-on activities and I 
enjoy science and math,” 
said student Sophia Man-
zur. “I am a tactile learner 
so the whole experience is 
amazing.”

Although she may end up 
choosing to go into an en-
gineering field, junior Erin 

Kavitsky said she is fasci-
nated by CRISPR and its 
future implications.

“I didn’t know much 
about CRISPR before this 
class and it blows my mind,” 
said student Erin Kavitsky. 

“I feel like it’s so important 
for younger generations es-
pecially to learn more about 
this, and I think this could 
even be taught to students 
in middle or early high 
school.”

CRISPR
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Mount Madonna student streaks a plate with bacteria. 

Stevenson noted that 
more than half of last 
month’s net hiring was in 
industries — health care, 
education, restaurants and 
hotels, for example — that 
still appear to be catching 
up from the sharp job losses 
they endured during the 
pandemic recession. Hiring 
in such sectors will likely 
continue, she suggested, 
even if the economy slows.

The October jobs figures 
were the last major eco-
nomic report before Elec-
tion Day, with voters keenly 
focused on the state of the 
economy. Chronic inflation 
is hammering the budgets 
of many households and 
has shot to the top of voter 
concerns in the midterm 
congressional elections. Re-
publican candidates have 
attacked Democrats over 
inflation in their drive to 
regain control of Congress.

The latest data offered 
hints that the job market 
might be cooling, if only 
gradually, as the Fed is hop-
ing to see. Over the past 
three months, hiring gains 
have averaged 289,000, 
down from a sizzling 
monthly rate of 539,000 a 
year ago. Average hourly 
pay, on average, rose 4.7% 
from a year ago, a smaller 
year-over-year gain than in 
September and down from 
a 16-year peak of 5.6% in 
March.

The tick-up in the job-
less rate occurred because 
about 300,000 Americans 
said they were no longer 
employed. The unemploy-

ment rate is calculated from 
a separate survey from the 
jobs figure and can some-
times move in a different 
direction in the short term.

Still, last month’s wage 
increase will likely continue 
to fuel inflation pressures.

“This report was def-
initely strong enough to 
keep the Fed on track rais-
ing rates,” said Jonathan 
Pingle, an economist at 
UBS.

President Joe Biden and 
congressional Democrats 
have pointed to the vigor-
ous resurgence in hiring as 
evidence that their policies 
have helped get Americans 
back to work faster than 
the nation managed to do 
after previous downturns. 
But that message has been 
overtaken in the midterm 
political campaigns by the 
crushing surge of inflation, 
which has soured many 
Americans on the economy 
under Democratic leader-
ship in Congress and the 
White House.

The October jobs report 
showed that job gains were 
widespread. Health care 
added 53,000, with hos-
pitals and doctors’ offices 
continuing to re-staff af-
ter having lost many work-
ers at the height of the 
pandemic. Manufacturing 
added 32,000. A category 
that includes engineers, 
accountants and lawyers 
added 39,000.

Still, some corners of the 
economy have begun to flag 
under the weight of rising 
prices and much higher 
borrowing costs engineered 
by the Fed’s aggressive rate 
hikes. Especially in indus-
tries like housing and tech-
nology, hiring has waned. 

Many tech companies, such 
as the ride-hailing firm Lyft 
and the payment company 
Stripe, have announced 
plans to lay off workers. 
Amazon says it will suspend 
its corporate hiring.

More broadly across the 
economy, though, the pace 
of layoffs remains unusu-
ally low. And companies in 
travel, restaurants, manu-
facturing and health care 
are still hiring steadily. 
Southwest Airlines told in-
vestors last week that it was 
on track to hire 10,000 em-
ployees this year, includ-
ing 1,200 pilots. Labora-
tory Corporation of Amer-
ica said it plans significant 
hiring.

Jerry Flanagan, CEO of 
JDog Brands, says his com-
pany’s sales are still grow-
ing and its franchisees are 
still hiring even after the 
company raised prices to 
cover higher fuel costs. The 
company employs mostly 
veterans to do junk hauling 
and carpet and floor clean-
ing and has about 300 out-
lets nationwide.

“They need laborers,” Fla-
nagan said of the company’s 
branches. “They need peo-
ple hauling the junk. They 
need drivers, they need car-
pet cleaning technicians.”

Flanagan said his com-
pany would try to avoid 
layoffs even if the economy 
slows. If sales decline, work-
ers can shift to distribut-
ing door hanger advertise-
ments, lawn signs and other 
marketing.

“They’re going to hold 
onto these people as long 
as they can,” Flanagan said. 
“There’s so much work out 
there.”

Some employers are fi-

nally finding all the staff 
they need.

This week, the Rainbow 
Blossom Natural Foods 
Markets in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, finally filled all the 
jobs it had been advertis-
ing after more than a year 
of struggling with short 
staffing.

“It’s a great feeling,” said 
Summer Auerbach, co-
owner of the family-owned 
five-store chain.

Auerbach said the eco-
nomic environment appears 
to be shifting back toward 
the pre-pandemic economy. 
For the first time in months, 

for example, applicants are 
following up via email to 
check on their applications.

At a news conference 
Wednesday, Fed Chair Je-
rome Powell noted that the 
strong job market is feed-
ing inflationary pressures 
as businesses continue to 
raise pay. In September, av-
erage wages rose more than 
6% from 12 months earlier, 
according to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta. 
Pay raises can feed infla-
tion if companies pass on at 
least part of their higher la-
bor costs to their customers 
in the form of higher prices.

Jobs
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“I think it’s ridiculous 
that we have to drive to get 
a lottery ticket,” Williams, 
67, said.

Five states — Utah, Ne-
vada, Hawaii, Alaska and 
Alabama — do not have a 
lottery. A mix of reasons 
have kept them away, in-
cluding objections from 
conservatives, concerns 
about the impact on low-
income families or a desire 
not to compete with exist-
ing gaming operations.

“I’m pretty sure the peo-
ple of Florida, Tennessee, 
Mississippi and Georgia 
appreciate all of our con-
tributions to their roads, 
bridges, education system 
and many other things they 
spend that money on,” said 
Democratic legislator Chris 
England, from Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.

Several times weekly, Eng-
land hears from constitu-
ents asking when Alabama 
will approve a lottery: “Es-
pecially when people look on 
TV and see it’s (more than) 
$1.5 billion dollars.”

In 1999, Alabama voted 
down a lottery referendum 
under a mix of opposition 
from churches and out-of-
state gambling interests. 
Lottery proposals have 
since stagnated in its leg-
islature, the issue now in-
tertwined with debate over 
electronic gambling.

In Georgia, a billboard 
along Interstate 85 beck-
ons motorists to stop at a 
gas station billing itself as 
the “#1 LOTTERY STORE” 
— 2 miles (3 kilometers) 
from the Alabama-Georgia 
line. Alabama car tags out-
numbered Georgia ones in 
the parking lot at times and 
a line for ticket purchases 
stretched across the store.

Similarly, anybody in 
Utah wanting a lottery 
ticket must drive to Idaho 
or Wyoming, the two near-
est states to the Salt Lake 

City metro area, where 
most of the population re-
sides. Lotteries have long 
been banned in Utah amid 
stiff opposition to gambling 
by leaders of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, known widely as the 
Mormon church. The faith 
has its headquarters in Salt 
Lake City and the major-
ity of lawmakers and more 
than half of the state’s resi-
dents belong to the religion.

In Malad, Idaho, 13 miles 
(21 kilometers) from the 
Utah line, KJ’s Kwik Stop is 
taking advantage of Power-
ball’s absence in Utah, ad-
vertising directly to Utah 
residents to cross over for 
tickets. “Just because Utah 
doesn’t participate in the 
lottery doesn’t mean you 
can’t!” their website read 
recently.

KJ’s sold hundreds of 
Powerball tickets to Utah 
residents on Thursday 
alone, said Cassie Rupp, a 
Kwik Stop cashier.

In Alaska, when oil prices 
slumped in recent years, 
legislative proposals to gen-
erate revenue through lot-
tery games, including pos-
sibly Powerball, faltered. 
A 2015 report suggested 

annual proceeds from a 
statewide lottery could be 
around $8 million but cau-
tioned such a lottery could 
negatively affect charitable 
gaming activities such as 
raffles.

Anchorage podcast host 
Keith Gibbons was in New 
York earlier this week but 
forgot to buy a Power-
ball ticket, even though he 
didn’t know the size of the 
jackpot. His response when 

told how big it was: “I need 
a ticket.”

He believes even though 
Alaska is extremely diverse 
— Anchorage School Dis-
trict students speak more 
than 100 languages besides 
English in their homes — of-
fering Powerball would ap-
peal to everyone.

“There’s a little bit of ev-
erybody here, and so when 
you bring things like that, 
it doesn’t just speak to our 

culture, it speaks to all 
cultures because every-
body wants money, every-
body wants to win, every-
body wants to be part of the 
scene,” Gibbons said.

Not everyone agrees.
Bob Endsley is no fan of 

Powerball. He says Alas-
kans shouldn’t have the op-
portunity to buy tickets. 
“It’s a waste of money,” said 
Endsley, also finding fault 
with the taxes that have to 
be paid on winnings and 
the increasing jackpots.

Taking a break from 
shoveling snow off his side-
walk, the Anchorage man 
said he once won $10,000 
in a Canadian lottery. But 
it was so long ago, he said, 
that he doesn’t remember 
what he did with the wind-
fall other than “paid taxes.”

Hawaii joins Utah as the 
two states prohibiting all 
forms of gambling. Mea-
sures to establish a Hawaii 
state lottery or allow casi-
nos are periodically intro-
duced in the Legislature but 
routinely fail in committee.

Opponents say legalized 
gambling would dispro-
portionately harm Hawaii’s 
low-income communities 
and encourage gambling 
addictions. Some argue the 
absence of casinos allows 
Hawaii to maintain its sta-
tus as a family-friendly des-
tination. Gambling is pop-
ular among Hawaii resi-
dents, however, with Las 
Vegas one of their top va-
cation destinations.

Wearing a University of 
Alabama cap, John Jones 
of Montgomery, Alabama, 
bought a Powerball ticket 
on Thursday in Geor-
gia. He voted for an Ala-
bama lottery in 1999 and 
said he hopes lawmakers 
there try again. A retired 
painter, Jones said he usu-
ally doesn’t buy a lottery 
ticket, but decided to take 
a chance.

He said many Alabam-
ians seem to be doing the 
same at the Georgia store. 
“I even met some friends 
over here,” said Jones, 67.

Powerball
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Entrepreneur and podcast host Keith Gibbons, seen on 
Thursday in Anchorage, Alaska, said the nation’s largest 
state should offer Powerball, and said he needs a ticket 
when told this weekend’s drawing could have a $1.5 billion 
jackpot. 

KRISTOPHER RADDER — THE BRATTLEBORO REFORMER

Bruce Gideos, floor manager at Pierre’s Place, in Chesterfield, N.H., prints out Powerball 
tickets on Thursday. The Powerball jackpot climbed over $1.5 billion on Thursday after no 
one won Wednesday’s drawing. 
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