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Gretchen Regenhardt and Anastasia Torres-Gil bring an altar they created from an old grandfather clock into the gallery at Pajaro
Valley Arts on Sudden Street in Watsonville. Their work, entitled, “There is Still Time,” will be part of PVA’s annual Mi Casa es Tu
Casa show which runs Oct. 27 through Dec. 12. Twenty-two local artists will be exhibited in the show. The 2021 Mi Casa es Tue
Casa theme is “History, Loss and Healing.”

'HISTORY, LOSS, HEALING'

‘THERE IS STILL TIME’

By Ross Eric Gibson

In the Spanish Empire of
1769, California was remote,
walled-off by deserts, moun-
tains and difficult ocean
routes from central Mexico.
Few Spanish wanted to set-
tle there, even as English and
Russians were making out-
posts on the coast. Since
this was the arrival point
for Spain’s Manilla Galle-
ons bringing rare goods from
Asia, it had to be defended

from anti-Spanish piracy and
plunder. If the government
of New Spain couldn’t find
enough Spanish settlers will-
ing to relocate to California,
they would simply convert the
existing Indigenous popula-
tion into loyal Spanish Cath-
olics.

The Franciscan Order felt
the task would be done more
compassionately by mission-
aries than by conquistadors.
St. Francis (1181-1226) was
truly a revolutionary, who re-
jected the wealth corrupting

the church and Christ’s mes-
sage, as Francis sought to re-
vive the simplicity and self-
less outreach to the poor of
Christ, the Apostles and the
earliest Christian churches.

This could have gotten
Francis branded a heretic for
contradicting wealthy church
patrons, yet his message of
reformation found a sympa-
thetic audience, and carved
out a place for his order. Yet
after his death in 1226, his or-
der went through changes,
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The missionization backlash
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The Environmental Protection
Agency Region 9 on Oct. 5 hon-
ored Mount Madonna School stu-
dents with a national President’s
Environmental Youth Award for
their “Save Our Sharks” project
they completed in 2019-20 as fifth
graders.

The EPA Region 9 gathered
virtually to celebrate the accom-
plishments of the students and to
learn more about their methods
and inspiration behind their ad-
vocacy.

The students, now seventh
graders, were honored by the na-
tional EPA for their award when
they received it in August, but
this gathering of local EPA mem-
bers gave our students another
opportunity to share their re-
search, challenges and highlights
of their extensive project to save
sharks.

“I will say candidly, you over-
came stiff competition,” said
Mike Alpern, public affairs direc-
tor for EPA Region 9, in his ad-
dress to students. “This year’s go
around we had to choose among
quite a few very innovative and
very well-organized projects. So,
it really is an incredible honor to
be among the select few to be rec-
ognized.”

The Mount Madonna students
answered questions posed by EPA
Region 9 members in front of a
camera. The students shared the
challenges of completing the proj-
ect during COVID-19, their expe-
rience of contacting representa-
tives, and their excitement when
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EPA honors
many Mount
Madonna
students

The Indigenous
people wanted
good relations
with the
neighbors,
missionaries
wanted souls for
the church, and
soldiers wanted
bodies for the
Spanish Empire.

CONTRIBUTED

By Robert Salonga
and Julia Sulek
MediaNews Group

The parties didn’t stop when
Shannon O’Connor moved her
two young teenage
boys to Idaho.

When the Los Ga-
tos mother — who is
accused of throwing
secret parties where
she encouraged her
15-year-old son and
Los Gatos High fresh-
man to drink and en-
gage in sex acts — was
arrested last week in the Boise
suburb of Star, she was found
at her new rental home with 12
teenagers — 10 boys and two
girls — “most of whom spent
the night there,” authorities
there said.

“Our investigators suspect
(O’Connor) held other parties
with local teenagers over the
last several months,” accord-
ing to the Ada County Sher-
iff’s office.

Now, O’Connor, 47, is sit-
ting in an Idaho jail with more
than 40 criminal charges filed
against her in the Bay Area, in-
cluding multiple counts of fel-
ony child endangerment, mis-
demeanor sexual battery and
child molestation. Her sons,
who local authorities deter-
mined were “in imminent dan-
ger,” are in the custody of Ida-
ho’s Department of Health and

Welfare.
According to neighbors in

a luxury apartment complex
in nearby Eagle, Idaho, where
O’Connor and her boys first
moved earlier this year, the par-

ties were so loud over
the summer that the
downstairs neighbors
urged their landlord
to evict them. Soon
after, O’Connor relo-
cated to nearby Star
while awaiting the
sale of her family’s
$4.7 million home in
Los Gatos.

There is some indication
that while O’Connor was be-
ing investigated in Santa Clara
County for the Los Gatos par-
ties, word was making its way
to where she was living in
Idaho.

According to the sheriff’s of-
fice, a family in the area who
met and befriended O’Connor
online learned about the par-
ties and criminal investigation
out of Los Gatos and tried to
cut ties with O’Connor, who is
also known as Shannon Bruga
and is married to Silicon Valley
tech executive Robert Amaral.

“They told detectives that’s
when (she) started harassing
them,” the sheriff’s office said
in a statement.

Other charges are looming:
In addition to the 39 party-
related charges filed against
O’Connor on Oct. 8, prosecu-

tors in Santa Clara County filed
three grand theft charges alleg-
ing she racked up $120,000 in
unauthorized expenses on her
former employer’s company
credit cards — including pay-
ments for limo rides, clothing
and alcohol delivered to her
home.

O’Connor had apparently
been known in some Los Gatos
circles as “the cool mom” ever
since her older son was in mid-
dle school. She raised eyebrows
among parents for her chum-
miness with her sons’ friends.
It apparently became more pro-
nounced as the elder son was
entering high school, with her
sending text and Snapchat
messages to the teens.

The investigation headed by
the DA’s office contends that
her illegal parties spanned
from June 2020, when her old-
est son was 14, to May 2021
and included at least a half-
dozen large events and several
smaller gatherings involving
mostly 14- and 15-year-olds.

A prevailing element of the
parties, as the teens report-
edly told investigators, was that
O’Connor encouraged the teens
to have sex or engage in sex
acts, with the minors in vari-
ous states of inebriation sug-
gesting that many of the sex-
ual interactions were not con-
sensual. She also reportedly
handed out condoms.
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Party mom out partying again

By Matthew Brown
The Associated Press

Investigators believe a 1,200-foot
(366-meter) cargo ship dragging an-
chor in rough seas caught an un-
derwater oil pipeline and pulled it
across the seafloor, months before a
leak from the line fouled the South-
ern California coastline with crude.

A team of federal investigators
trying to chase down the cause of
the spill boarded the Panama-regis-
tered MSC DANIT just hours after
the massive ship arrived this week-
end off the Port of Long Beach, the
same area where the leak was discov-
ered in early October.

During a prior visit by the ship dur-
ing a heavy storm in January, investi-
gators believe its anchor dragged for
an unknown distance before strik-
ing the 16-inch (40-centimeter) steel
pipe, Coast Guard Lt. j.g. SondraKay
Kneen said Sunday.

The impact would have knocked
an inch-thick concrete casing off the
pipe and pulled it more than 100 feet
(30 meters), bending but not break-
ing the line, Kneen said.

Still undetermined is whether the
impact caused the October leak, or if
the line was hit by something else at
a later date or failed due to a preex-
isting problem, Kneen said.

“We’re still looking at multiple ves-
sels and scenarios,” she said.

The Coast Guard on Saturday des-
ignated the owner and operator as
parties of interest in its investigation

into the spill, estimated to have re-
leased about 25,000 gallons (94,635
liters) of crude into the water, killing
birds, fish and mammals.

The accident just a few miles off
Los Angeles’ Huntington Beach
fouled beaches and wetlands and
led to temporary closures for cleanup
work . While not as bad as initially
feared, it has reignited the debate
over offshore drilling in federal wa-
ters in the Pacific, where hundreds
of miles of pipelines were installed
decades ago.

The DANIT’s operator, MSC Med-
iterranean Shipping Company, is
headquartered in Switzerland and
has a fleet of 600 vessels and more
than 100,000 workers, according to
the company.

MSC representatives did not im-
mediately respond to email messages
seeking comment. A security guard
reached by telephone at the compa-
ny’s headquarters in Geneva said it
was closed until Monday.

The vessel’s owner, identified by
the Coast Guard as Dordellas Fi-
nance Corporation, could not be
reached for comment.

The DANIT arrived in Long Beach
this weekend after voyaging from
China, according to marine traffic
monitoring websites.

The investigation into what
caused the spill could lead to crim-
inal charges or civil penalties, but
none have been announced yet, and
Kneen said the probe could continue
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Coast Guard: 1,200-foot ship
dragged California oil pipeline
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for months.
Attorneys for MSC and

Dordellas will have the
chance to examine and
cross-examine the govern-
ment’s witnesses in the case
and also to call their own
witnesses, according to the
Coast Guard. The investi-
gation also includes the Na-
tional Transportation Safety

Board and other agencies.
Kneen declined to say if

any damage was found to an
anchor on the DANIT after a
team of at least five investi-
gators spent much of Satur-
day aboard the ship.

At least two other vessels
were previously boarded by
investigators, who are exam-
ining logs kept by the ships’
captains, officers and engi-
neers and voyage data re-
corders — equivalent to the
so-called black box on air-
planes.

In response to the new fo-
cus on the DANIT, the Hous-
ton-based owner of the dam-
aged pipeline, Amplify En-
ergy, thanked the Coast
Guard for its continued work
on the case.

Amplify representatives
have not directly responded
to questions about an hours-
long delay between an
alarm indicating a poten-
tial problem with the pipe-
line and the company re-
porting the leak to federal
authorities.
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Other allegations describe
how she would help teens
sneak out of their houses to
drink at her house and how
she was diligent about re-
minding the boys and girls
who attended to keep it se-
cret. O’Connor is accused of
bullying at least one girl she
suspected of breaking the se-
cret. A parent of a girl who
asserts she was sexually as-
saulted at the parties said
she tried to alert Los Ga-
tos High School — where
O’Connor’s son played on
the freshman football team
— but saw no action taken.

In some instances, teens
were injured because of their
inebriation under O’Connor’s
watch, investigators say, in-
cluding a girl who almost
drowned in a hot tub and a
boy who suffered a concus-
sion after drunkenly falling

off the back of an SUV that
O’Connor was driving. That
latter injury was a touch-
stone in word getting out
more widely about what was
happening.

Another parent said
there’s a consensus that
O’Connor left Los Gatos at
the end of the past school
year “because of the fire-
storm that was about to
hit.”

The Santa Clara County
grand theft case against
O’Connor alleges that be-
tween 2017 and 2019 she ille-
gally used a company credit
card to charge a thousand
dollars’ worth of limo rides,
about $10,000 in computer
and electronics purchases,
and thousands more spent
on clothes, shoes, groceries,
alcohol and other personal
purchases that she had de-
livered both to her home
and workplace, according
to a Santa Clara police in-
vestigation. About $50,000
was charged to unspeci-

fied online purchases, and
other charges suggest pos-
sible cash advances to her
personal bank accounts.

O’Connor’s alleged pur-
chases were made when she
was an administrative as-
sistant at Aruba Networks,
a subsidiary of Hewlett-
Packard, which commis-
sioned an audit and inves-
tigation after the charges
were flagged internally. Af-
ter determining that most
of the charges had no com-
pany connection and that
her position did not ne-
cessitate that much corpo-
rate spending, the company
fired her and alerted police
in Santa Clara, where Aruba
Networks is located, accord-
ing to the investigation.

Her attorney in Santa
Clara County has not re-
turned requests for com-
ment. She remains in an
Ada County jail awaiting
extradition back to the Bay
Area, but it remains un-
clear when that will occur.
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a bill they advocated for
passed.

Student Romy Sirk-
Traugh said the class
was inspired to start this
project during a beach
cleanup field trip where
they had found an “alarm-
ing amount of trash.” They
had already learned in sci-
ence class that great white
sharks are endangered, and
knew that the plastics they
found on the beach couldn’t
be helping their plight.

Students honored
Pamela Donoso, a recent

Watsonville High School
graduate, has been compet-
ing in her Supervised Agri-
culture Experience, or SAE.
Each student in an agricul-
ture class participates in
the program at Watsonville
High School, and the more
detailed projects compete
at the sectional, regional
and state level.

This year, Watsonville
FFA had two students win
state titles. David Estrada
won in the Nursery Opera-
tions and Donoso the Fruit
Production category.

After winning a Califor-
nia FFA Proficiency stu-

dents compete for a spot as
a National Proficiency Fi-
nalist. Only four students
from across the nation are
chosen in each category to
compete for the national ti-
tle and scholarship in Oc-
tober at the National FFA
Convention.

This year, Donoso was
chosen as a National Profi-
ciency Finalist in Fruit Pro-
duction, the first in Wat-
sonville FFA’s history. She
will take her place on the
national stage on Oct. 29
to see if her project, har-
vesting in local strawberry
fields in Watsonville, will
win her the scholarship and
national title.

Grant awarded
The City of Santa Cruz

Street Smarts campaign is
the recipient of a $60,000
grant from the California
Office of Traffic Safety that
will prioritize the safety of
bicyclists and pedestrians.

“This important fund-
ing allows us to resume
and expand our middle
school biking and walking
safety programs,” said City
of Santa Cruz Public Works
Director Mark Dettle in a
prepared release.

Grant funds will pay for
a comprehensive safety pro-
gram that will teach valu-
able skills for all types of

road users:
• Bicycle skills and train-

ing workshops that educate
youth on safe riding behav-
iors.

• Community and school
education presentations
on best bike/walking prac-
tices.

• Helmet fitting inspec-
tions and distribution of
helmets to those in need.

The grant program will
run through September
2022. Funding for this pro-
gram was provided by a
grant from the Califor-
nia Office of Traffic Safety,
through the National High-
way Traffic Safety Admin-
istration.

Romero graduates
Corinna Romero, of Wat-

sonville, on Sept. 24 earned
a doctor of chiropractic de-
gree from Palmer College
of Chiropractic at Palm-
er’s West campus in San
Jose. Palmer College of Chi-
ropractic has campuses in
Davenport, Iowa; San Jose
and Port Orange, Fla.

Got a story to tell or
an event to report Tell
Name dropping. Email
Namedropping@
santacruzsentinel.
com. Name dropping is
published Sundays and
Mondays in the Sentinel.
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Ross-Simons Item #953000
To receive this special offer, use offer code: SURPRISE133

1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/surprise

Our cultured pearl
and sterling silver

anklet set

Take a stylish step in the right
direction! Crafted in polished
sterling silver, our anklet set
features two pretty designs:
classic 7-7.5mm cultured
freshwater pearls stationed
on a sleek box chain, and
chic filigree links. Winter,
spring, summer or fall,
our duo gives you a
reason to show off --
from head to toe!

$89
Plus Free Shipping
Cultured Pearl and

Sterling Silver Anklet Set
10" lengths. Lobster clasps.

Set
of 2

bracelets

sentinelsavers

To be included in the Sentinel Savers every Monday, call Steve Bennett at 831-249-2416
or email sbennett@santacruzsentinel.com

Don’tmiss out on your local news
and couponswhile on the go.

Visit us at
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/
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JUST CLOSED
32 Units - santa CRUz • 71 Units - santa CRUz
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www.apartmentandy.com

831.239.9002
andy@apartmentandy.com

Recent closings
12 Units - san Jose • 5 Units - santa CrUz
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The Mayor,The Baker,
The Real Estate Maker

831.818.6490

ereilly@baileyproperties.com
CalBRE#01916723

Emily Reilly, Realtor
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