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ByRossEricGibson

Born Harriett Weaver in
1908, they called her “P.D.Q.”
for “Pretty Darned Quick.” But
her high school baseball team
shortened it to “P.D.,” which
became “Petey.” The Weavers
came to California in 1926 so
Petey could go to UCLA. Her
father told her about the tall-
est trees in the world up near
Santa Cruz somewhere, so
in June 1929 she decided to
check them out, doubtful trees
could compare to the splen-

dor of the Colorado Rock-
ies. Above Boulder Creek, she
passed under a log gateway
that read “California Redwood
Park — To Be Preserved In A
State Of Nature.”
From the meadow, she was

amazed to see up to the tops
of these giants, rising like the
Pillars of Heaven. Petey hiked
into their lush gardens of flow-
ers, berries, and ferns, while
sun beams slanting through
the Cathedral Groves gave
her a thrill of emotion. Then
a man called through a mega-
phone “Hi Babe! Here Babe!

Hi Babe!” Uncertain to whom
this was directed, Petey ex-
plored, and found ranger
Charlie Lewis calling wild
deer to a trough full of oats.
When she told Lewis she was
an animal lover, he also in-
troduced her to tame rac-
coons, squirrels, and blue jays
as part of this Peaceful King-
dom, where no lions or bears
roamed. Big Basin was a com-
munity in nature, where log
structures blended into the
natural setting rather than
contrasted with it. There was
the log Redwood Inn, a cluster

of cabins, log dining hall, log
grocery store, and log post of-
fice/gift shop run by postmas-
ter Peg Bishop. Billy Dool was
Park Warden (head ranger) in
his log home and office. The
community was composed of
day visitors, over-nighters, and
months-long campers filling
the 200 free campsites, where
Petey pitched a tent.
Petey was looked after by

a group of six elderly widows
camping all summer, led by
Jesse Johnson of Los Gatos,
unofficial mayor of Big Basin.
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The first woman state park ranger
Harriett
“Petey”
Weaver in
uniform as
the first
woman
State
Parks
ranger.
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SANTA CRUZ >> Six months af-
ter the CZU August Lightning
Complex fire swept through
more than 86,000 acres and de-
stroyed upward of 900 homes
in northern Santa Cruz County,
skies are bluer for Emergency
Services Manager Rosemary
Anderson.
That’s not strictly because

residents are experiencing
clean air and record high tem-
peratures in December instead
of lung-filling ash and burnt
orange flames to high heaven,
but also because the county
and its community partners
have learned the value of forti-
fying and funding the jurisdic-
tion’s disaster preparedness op-
erations.

Today

Two weeks before dry light-
ning and high winds sparked
devastating wildfires through-
out California, scorching nearly
1 million acres across the state,
Anderson was notified that her
position was being eliminated.
The plan was that her responsi-
bilities would be parsed up and
placed on the shoulders of exist-
ing County Administrative Of-
fice employees; Anderson’s col-
league Karen Adler would also
move to the Government Center
offices. Anderson leveraged re-
tirement at the end of the year
in lieu of being laid off.
While she is still leaving, a

move Anderson hadn’t expected
would be necessary to make af-
ter five yearswith the county, the
idea of eliminating the position

was scrubbed in October.
After the fire had been con-

tained, the Santa Cruz County
Board of Supervisors had a rev-
elation many county leaders are
actively having themselves: It’s
not smart to underfund or elimi-
nate anOffice of Emergency Ser-
vices, Anderson said. This was
the “good news” of the year.
“You’re never going to achieve

what you lose by eliminating
that function,” she said. “They
did learn through a consult with
Sonoma County, who had done
something similar before the
fires in 2017. (Before) they had a
budget for their Office of Emer-
gency Services that was about
$600,000 and now it’s funded to
the tune of $6.5 million. What
they gained from that…was that
investment more than paid for
itself in the way that they have

been able to recover.”
In November, it was deter-

mined that a new structure
would be installed within the
County Administrative Office
upon Anderson’s exit: The Of-
fice of Response, Recovery and
Resilience. The department will
consist of a director, two ana-
lysts and administrative aids
dedicated to the three functions
moving forward. Hiring for the
department is live, and Ander-
son is working with her super-
visor to ease the transition and
document her knowledge so it
doesn’t get phased out with the
loss of her experience.

DISASTERPREPAREDNESS

How emergency services personnel
plan through multiple big disasters
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Cal Fire’s David Widaman trains his hose on flames as he and his Cal Fire crew defend a home in the Pineridge neighborhood in Bonny Doon
as the CZU August Lightning Complex ravages the Santa Cruz Mountains on Aug. 19.
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APTOS>> “Mark Holcomb was one
of the founding fathers of modern
Aptos.”
That is how Paul Bailey, co-

owner of Bailey Properties and
longtime business acquaintance
and friend, described Mark Hol-
comb who died Nov. 16.
This “modern Aptos” is rare in

that it strikes a fine balance be-
tween attractive tourist destina-
tion, environmental wonder, and
tight-knit community that looks
out for one another. And if one can
make the assumption that the fea-
tures of a townoften reflect the val-
ues of its residents, there is no bet-
ter example than Holcomb.
Holcomb’shistorywithAptosbe-

gan in 1970 when
his family moved
from San Fran-
cisco after his high
school graduation.
After completing
his studies at Cal
Poly and San Diego
State University, he
joined his family in
Aptos and began

workingwithhis fatherandbrother
at their family’s construction and
real estate development company,
the Holcomb Corporation, which
continues to thrive today.
His father, Charles or “Chuck”,

and his brother, Grant, took up
much of the design and construc-
tion logistics while Holcomb dis-
played an affinity for sales and an
invaluable knack for developing a
vision for the Aptos landscape.
“Mark was an abstract, creative

thinker that could envision the fu-
ture outcome of projects,” Bailey
said. “He didn’t just see what was
there; he saw the next steps and
what things could be. Not every-
one has that skill.”
That skill was put to the ulti-

mate test in 1985 when the Hol-
comb Corp. purchased a piece of
property in the quiet, coastal part
of town called Seascape which, up
until that point, had been subject
to bouts of stagnation and politi-
cal turmoil. Holcomb and the Hol-
combCorp. began by building con-
dominiums and would quickly go
on to assume an essential role in
the process of developing the Sea-
scape area intowhat it has become
today.
JohnandKarenHibble, co-direc-

tors of the Aptos Chamber of Com-
merce and longtime friends ofHol-
comb, reflected on his legacy and
his impact on the Seascape region.
“Mark saw that piece of prop-

erty and had a vision for what he
wanted todo there and really saw it
as a special piece of property,” John
Hibble said. “It was a big deal and
really put Aptos on the map.”
Today, Seascape features a

unique combination of properties
and businesses including residen-
tial housing, the Seascape Village
Shopping Center, Palapas Restau-
rant, Seascape Sports Club, Sea-
scapeGolf Course, andperhaps the
area’smost well-known and highly
regarded feature, Seascape Resort.
Though Holcomb was passion-

ately entrepreneurial and am-
bitious, his friends also remem-
ber him for his generosity, humil-
ity, and passion for Aptos. He was
determined to ensure that Aptos
businesses and organizations were
owned and operated by Aptos res-
idents and business people; “Aptos
owned by Aptos,” as many of his
friends affectionately put it.
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Remembering
the founding
father of
modern Aptos
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Former Watsonville resident
Noah S. Diffenbaugh was re-
cently named as a 2020 Amer-
ican Geophysical Union Fellow
and recipient of the union’s Wil-
liam Kaula Award, according to
a release fromMount Madonna
School.
Diffenbaugh is a 1992 gradu-

ate of Mount Madonna.
Diffenbaugh is a professor of

earth system science at Stan-
ford University, a senior fellow
at the Stanford Woods Insti-
tute for the Environment, and
an affiliate of the Precourt Insti-
tute for Energy. He is one of 62
elected as 2020 American Geo-
physical Union fellows.
James Zachos, distinguished

professor of earth and planetary
sciences and the Ida Benson
Lynn Chair of Ocean Health at
UC Santa Cruz, commented on
Diffenbaugh’s selection.
“The honor of the AGU fel-

lowship is in recognition of Dr.
Noah Diffenbaugh’s outstand-
ing scientific contributions,”
Zachos said in a prepared re-
lease. “The William Kaula
award is in recognition of un-
selfish service to the scientific
community through extraordi-

nary dedication to, and excep-
tional efforts on behalf of AGU’s
publications program.

Education
The following students were

honored for academic achieve-
ment:

• Kiana Gilbert, of Felton,
was named to the dean’s honor
roll for the fall semester at the
University of Mississippi in Ox-
ford, Mississippi.
• Katherine Kaminski, of Los

Gatos, was named to the dean’s
list for the fall semester at Bel-
mont University in Nashville,
Tennessee.

Kirby’s
Nazareth
honored

Kirby School
senior Michelle
Nazareth has
been named a
semifinalist for
the 2021 class

of the Coca-Cola Scholars Pro-
gram, moving to the next round
of the selection process to be-
come a Coca-Cola Scholar and
receive a $20,000 college schol-
arship.

NAMEDROPPING

Diffenbaugh named American Geophysical Union Fellow

About the series: This
story is part of a series

examining emergency prepared-
ness in Santa Cruz County.
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Noah S. Diffenbaugh was named as a 2020American Geophysical
Union Fellow and recipient of the William Kaula Award. Nazareth

Holcomb
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