
 

“The Scholarship Jacket,” Prompt # 3 
Martha’s Letter to the Principal of her School 

By Kinsey Don Carlos, grade 7 
 
 

Dear Principal, 
 

I am writing to you concerning the Scholarship Jacket. As you may know, I have 

had the highest grades in my class for eight years and I am a straight-A student. I 

deserve the scholarship jacket and it is very unlucky for me that the Board has made a 

decision that we have to pay for it this year. I know that Joann’s father is on the Board 

and owns the only store in town. I also know that Joann has the second-highest grades 

in the class and you are probably doing this just to please Joann’s father, but it is not 

fair.  

When I found out that I had to pay for the jacket, I cried on the walk all the way 

home. I knew that my grandfather would probably not pay for it. My family has never 

really had the money to pay for anything extra. That is why I can’t do sports. With all the 

registration fees, uniform costs and trips out of town, it is too much money. That means 

that there would never be any sports jackets for me. The scholarship jacket is the only 

chance the kids in my family ever had to get to have a special jacket. 

When I asked my grandfather for the $15 like I told you I would he said “no.” You 

see, my grandfather has the money to pay the $15 fee but he told me “Then if you pay 

for it, Marta, it’s not a scholarship jacket, is it? Tell your principal I will not pay the $15.” I 

know he is right. Why would you make me pay when I am the one who has worked so 

hard for eight years to get good grades? I have been expecting and working very hard 

to get this scholarship jacket for a very long time. It doesn’t make sense to me why you 



 

would make someone pay for something that is supposed to be a gift for getting high 

grades. It is very disappointing. I still respect your decision even though I don’t believe it 

is the right one.  

Sincerely, 

Martha  

 


