
 

Injustice 
 

                                            By Destiney Alvarez, 7th grade 
 
Back in the days there was this common problem of racism towards light colored and 

dark colored skin. In the story “Revolt of the Fairies” by Ted Poston it shows the view of life as a 
dark skinned person. It entails the inequality of dark skin people vs. light skinned people. The 
moral of the story is about discrimination and how they don’t care about their personality in the 
play, but only the color of their complexion. 

The first example of discrimination is in the beginning of the play process when they 
were choosing the kids roles. It says, “First there was the selection of the Good Fairies and the 
Evil fairies. This was very important, because the Good Fairies wore white costumes and the 
Evil fairies black. And strangely enough most of the Good fairies usually turned out to be 
extremely light in complexion, with straight hair and white folks’ features. On rare occasions a 
dark-skinned girl might be lucky enough to be a Good Fairy, but not one with a speaking part.” 
This quote proves that there was discrimination between the two races. The teachers that chose 
the kids roles cared about their complexion. Another example is that the main character wanted 
to get Prince charming in the play, but a kid with lighter skin had more of a possibility. In the 
book it says, “There never was any doubt about Prince Charming and the Sleeping Beauty. 
They were always light-skinned. And though nobody ever discussed those things openly, it was 
an accepted fact that a lack of pigmentation was a decided advantage in the Prince Charming 
and Sleeping Beauty sweepstakes.”  

The teachers didn’t care about how talented the people were when they casted the play. 
They only paid attention to the skin color of the kids. Even though the main character tried to get 
the best grades and was leading debater for the scion of a respected family in the community, 
he still could never get Prince Charming because he was African American. The other kid 
named Roger got the Prince because he was lighter in color than the main character. For 
example: “That was the year they picked Roger Jackson. Roger was not only dumb; he 
stuttered. But he was enough to pass for white, and that was apparently sufficient.” The lighter 
people always had an advantage in everything. They didn’t care how dumb or smart you were, 
the only thing that mattered was the color of your skin. I think that it was unfair that the main 
character got good grades, practiced as much as he could to try to get the part of Prince 
Charming, but the teachers didn’t care about all of the hard work. 

In the story there was also discrimination outside of school. In the story the author talks 
about the life of a dark and light complexion in their community of Hopkinsville. For our grand 
dramatic offering was only a reflection of our daily community in Hopkinsville. “The yallers had 
the best of everything. They held most of the teaching jobs in Booker T. Washington Colored 
Grammar School. They were the Negro doctors, the lawyers, the insurance men. They even 
had a “Blue Vein Society,” and if your dark skin obscured your throbbing pulse, you were hardly 
a member of the elite.” Discrimination didn’t just take place at the school, but in other places as 
well. This proves that discrimination went through the whole African American community. It is 
crazy to see how racist people can be amongst each other. Some people needed to 
discriminate against others in order to feel power and feel superior over others around them. 



 

In conclusion “Revolt of the Fairies” by Ted Poston made me realize how people used to 
be judged by their appearance and were put in a category of class. I am glad that I live in an era 
that has evolved in not being as racist as people used to be. Slowly and surely racism should 
end because we are all humans and nobody is better than anybody. We all matter in this world 
and everybody has a place.   


