
Thaler, who chronicles our travels so artfully; Devin Battacharya (’06), editor 
and videographer; producer and videographer Jess Fraser; and director and 
videographer Garfield Miller. 

Mount Madonna’s high school science classes
 have begun piloting a series of lessons investi-

gating weather, topography and global warming 
developed by the Stanford Research Institute (SRI) 
under a grant from the National Science Foundation.  
 Known as the “Studying Topography, 
Orographic Rainfall, and Ecosystems (STORE) 
Project,” SRI selected Mount Madonna School 
as the first of six schools (three in California and 

The data was very hard to find and even more 
difficult to translate.
 SRI noticed around the same time that 
weather statistics compiled by NASA and the 
National Weather Service were not available to 
students, and began researching ways to bring 
satellite and weather balloon data into the 
classroom. They developed a team at Stanford 
to design draft lessons and software data that 
could be used by students to graphically show 
the effects of global warming on interactive 
mapping software. After receiving additional 
financial support, SRI was able to move forward 
with selecting schools to test the lessons.
 In anticipation of this research, the laptop
computers in MMS’ high school science lab were
upgraded, including more advanced projection 
technology needed to accommodate the software 
tools and data for the project.  

three in New York) to help develop and test the 
lessons for this first year of the project. MMS’ 
10th grade class began working on the lessons 
and testing software in May. 
  “The most exciting aspect of the project for
the school is the potential for innovation in 
teaching one of the most important science 
concepts of our time,” comments Lisa Catterall, 
who teaches 8th-12th grade sciences at MMS. 
“To be able to combine the approaches developed 
at Mount Madonna with a cutting-edge technical 
support team and some of the most innovative 
educators in the country is good for our school 
and our students.”
 The roots of MMS’ participation in the project
started four years ago, when Catterall asked one 
of her classes to compile temperature and pre-
cipitation data to look for a quantitative answer 
to the global warming debate in the local area. 

Stanford Research Institute Brings STORE Project to MMS 

Since 1989, ‘Learning Journeys’ have been a key focus of Mount Madonna
  School’s 11th and 12th grade Values in World Thought program. Over the 

years we have experienced an exciting evolution of this program as we continue 
to discover new possibilities and understand how profoundly these journeys 
impact our students. 
 Some recent innovations include a unique ability to directly connect students’ 
experiences with family and community through our blogs on the Santa Cruz 
Sentinel website, and we continue to develop our capacity to share through 
interview videos and documentaries. We have also created an effective Learning 
Journey rubric to support the self-reflection that helps our students integrate 
their experiences. In doing this, we discovered the importance of the ‘return’ 
phase and created a wonderful tradition of bringing the school community 
together to witness the students after they complete their journey.
 Each year, an outstanding support team accompanies the students on 
these trips – providing documentation of the journey, and more importantly, 
allowing us to function smoothly and make the most of our daily experiences: 
This year, I was joined by Shannon Kelly, Values teaching associate and blog 
editor; Lisa Catterall, environmental sciences teacher; photojournalist Shmuel 

Vidya Dharma and Sawubona — Learning Journeys 2011 
By Sadanand Ward Mailliard

Continued on Page 8
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David Broz and Quincy Mitchell work in the science lab

Interview with the Dalai Lama



In May we learned that wonderful MMS Board member, Ralph Wolff, reluctantly has to take 
 an extended leave from Board duties because of current demands at the Western Association 

of Schools and Colleges. In his role as WASC’s President and Executive Director of the Senior 
College Commission, Ralph helps to define national education standards for the future. We are 
honored that Ralph says that while working on our Board he’s seen the ‘seeds of things that 
he’d like to ‘grow’ in other educational settings’ and has taken away educational concepts and 
vision that could be applied at the college level. Through spending time with MMS graduates, 
he found the ‘results’ and qualities that colleges look for in their ideal candidates.
 Ralph’s gifts in his years of Board service are many. He brought extensive experience in 
educational leadership focusing on sustainability in organizational structure, both legally 
and financially. His sophisticated understanding of law helped guide our Board to more fully 
develop its own structure and focus for guidance in the years to come.
 Ralph is a “walk your talk” kind of guy. He set standards for Board giving through his 
personal commitment to Annual Giving each year, and subsequently to the multipurpose gym 
Capital Campaign. 
 In addition to his financial contributions and service to MMS, Ralph contributed to further 
sustaining the School in recommending Barbara Mahone to the Board Nominating Committee. 
 Barbara Mahone, Ph.D., joined the MMS Board in November 2010. She is professor emerita,
  San José State University, where 

she taught business leadership, 
marketing and communication 
courses. Since 1990, Barbara 
has served as a WASC evaluator, 
providing leadership to 
assessment teams of educators 
in California, Hawaii, and East 
Africa. She was appointed a 
Fulbright Specialist to Kenya 
in 2010 and is a Trustee for 
the United States International 
University (USIU), Africa. 
Barbara is also a published 
poet and painter.
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Our Mission

We are a community of learners. We support our students to become caring, self-aware 
and articulate critical thinkers, who are prepared to meet challenges with perseverance, 

creativity and integrity. We believe that a meaningful life is characterized by personal achievement 
and the ability to work effectively with others in service to society.

We Value:
•  Academic achievement
•  Environmental stewardship
•  Meaningful relationships
•  Integrated learning
•  Creative process

Vidya Dharma and Sawubona 
— Learning Journeys 2011
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the 
photographers whose work is included in this 
issue: Shmuel Thaler, Ross Bryan, Maureen 
Pramanik, Sadanand Ward Mailliard, Sarojani 
Rohan, Hema Walker, Komala Correos, 
Bill Manov, and other volunteers. 

Board Member Spotlight 
By Sarada Diffenbaugh, Ph.D.; President, MMS Board of Directors

Ralph Wolff and Barbara Mahone
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The Connection magazine reflects and communicates the highlights 
and accomplishments of our School for the past year, and also serves 

as a way to connect with our extended community. We value relationship 
as is witnessed in the classroom and on trips between students and 
teachers, as well as in the bonds formed with students and families that 
continue beyond their years at MMS.
 In 2010-11, we experienced a growing sense of public purpose, a 
reaching out and connecting with others beyond our campus. Community 
Service projects are not new to MMS, yet the sense of responsibility and 
depth of learning that our students, faculty and leadership are engaging 
in with others around the world is heightened and has become a part of 
what we do. We are the recipients as much as we are the donors in each 
of these projects. Technology and travel opportunities have stretched the 
boundaries of our learning well beyond the classroom walls. The 
student, faculty and parent-driven interest in helping others, from adopting 
a local family at holiday time to making a virtual library accessible in Africa to students with no textbooks, has a motivation and life of its own. Whether 
local, national or global, the kindness demonstrated by action is helping us all. In the words of sage Lao Tzu, “Kindness in words creates confidence. 
Kindness in thinking creates profoundness. Kindness in giving creates love.”

A Sampling of Projects from the Lower School

The fifth grade “Kelp the Otters” project connected students with schools in Hawaii and local marine scientists. Their Worldwide Waste Reduction Day 
went viral on the Internet, as a part of the Disney Planet Challenge project. The Cultural Awareness theme of Eco-Heroes was rich with the study of 
inspiring environmental thinkers who influence the way we view our world, including Henry David Thoreau, Jacques Cousteau and Wangari Maathai. The 
second grade class spearheaded the annual Harvest Food Bank drive and also ran an SPCA blanket drive for shelter animals. The fourth grade engaged 
with the World Wildlife Fund, writing a play and sharing their research about endangered animals through power point presentations.  First and third 
graders supported their eleventh grade Big Buddies and fourth grade joined them by donating funds and gifts for South African children. Our preschool-
kindergarten was the recipient of a handmade playhouse courtesy of Habitat for Humanity Silicon Valley and Broadcom Corporation. 

Upper School Project Overview   

The “Plant 1,000 Trees” project encourages middle school science students to look at ways to reduce their carbon footprint and help sustain the planet. 
In the fall they gathered and stored seeds from native trees, and then last spring, planted more than 1,000 of the seeds on nearby hillsides! Middle and 
high school students joined together on the Model United Nations Club to debate some of the world’s greatest challenges with students from other schools. 
Students also brought cheer to seniors in Morgan Hill and Gilroy through holiday concerts; and participated in our own Summit for the Planet walk-a-
thon and environmental living festival.
 High school students collected money and items at holiday time and adopted two local families, bringing them joy and much-needed support. Ninth 
grade students performed a dance concert to benefit those Japanese affected by the tsunami. Students sold self-designed t-shirts and bags, and held successful 
rummage sales to raise money for the Vidya Dharma and Sawubona projects. The proceeds enabled juniors and seniors to bring monetary donations and 
goods to Indian and South African nonprofits during their Values trips.  
 We commend these efforts and will continue to encourage community outreach, where students interact locally with people, organizations and projects 
that hold meaning for them; and globally, where in the spirit of the Zulu greetings, Ubuntu and Sawubona, we embrace and learn from one another. May 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s words guide and inspire us all: “I hope you will be amongst those young people who say: We worked to change the world. We 
worked to make the world a more gentle, a more compassionate, a more caring world.” 

A Letter from our Heads of School

Jivanti Rutansky and Supriya McDonald

Head of Upper School                                                                 Head of Lower School   
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Athletic Achievements and Program Expansion

 Volleyball: 
 Banners and Champions 
•	 SVAL Champions, 2010, middle school girls

•	 SCCAL Champions, 2011, varsity boys

•	 CCS Second Place, 2011, varsity boys

•	 CCS “Best Collective Scholastic Grade 
 Average for All Varsity Teams,” varsity boys

•	 SCCAL High School Varsity Volleyball — 
 All-League Girls and Boys

 Coach of the Year — Trevor Krieg

 First Team — Soma Sharan

 Second Team — Allison Ota

 Honorable Mentions —
        Lily Connor, Michaela Schuessler

 MVP — PK Hattis

 Sophomore of the Year — Jake Getz

 First Team — Ryan Alfaro, Ben Mangus

W ith enthusiasm and pride, we are continuing 
efforts to expand our sports offerings, and are 

excited to announce the start-up of a high school 
JV boys basketball program this winter! MMS faculty 
member Nate Rockhold will coach the team. This 
past year we continued to field middle school teams 
in soccer, flag football and volleyball with the help 
of coaches Premdas Rohan, PK McDonald, and 
Sidd McDonald; and volunteer parents Carson 
Kelly and Nancy de la Pena. The co-ed soccer team 
earned a banner for their exemplary independent 
record of 10-1! The high school cross country 
team competed in several meets and was again 
coached by parent John Nink. MMS fifth and 
sixth grade students participated in the county-
wide International Games track competition, 
coached by Jessica Cambell and Premdas Rohan. 
 For the second consecutive year our middle 
school girls began the season as “underdogs” 
and finished the season as Silicon Valley Athletic 
League (SVAL) champions! Our high school varsity 
girls team placed fourth in league and went on 
to tie for third in the CCS D-V playoffs. Kudos and 
appreciations to Trevor Krieg, Varsity Girls Head 
Coach; Jake Dietrick, JV Girls Head Coach; and 
alumni parent Jeff Rosendale (Erika ‘05, Alexa 
’08), volunteer assistant coach. 
 Our varsity boys had an amazing banner year, 
too: undefeated in league play and dominating 
as Santa Cruz Coast Athletic League (SCCAL) 
Champions! The boys went on to compete in 
the Central Coast Section (CCS) D-II playoffs, 
finishing in second place. In addition to athletic 
prowess, the boys demonstrated excellence in 
academics, and were recognized for having the 
“Best Collective Scholastic Grade Average for All 

Varsity Teams” among CCS boys volleyball teams. 
This was the eighth time an MMS team has 
earned this distinction. Great coaching, as well, 
from PK McDonald, Varsity Boys Head Coach; and 
Nate Rockhold, Varsity Boys Assistant Coach and 
JV Boys Head Coach.  

2011 varsity boys SCCAL champions and 2010 Blue Hawks, SVAL champions!

CCS Finals second place victory Middle school soccer
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Academic Excellence is one of the three main
  pillars of our School, together with Positive 

Character Development and Creative Self-
Expression. Academic achievement is one of the
five core values of an MMS education. These words
are found in the mission statements of most schools, 
and also heard in political speeches during election 
season. But what does academic achievement and 
excellence look like at MMS? How do we demon-
strate it and how do we measure it?
 The numerical measure of academic success is
often pin-pointed to standardized test scores comparing 
students and populations throughout the state, 
country or world. Standardized tests measure some 
forms of intelligence for comparisons between large 
groups of people. They do not predict individual 
success in college or life. They can help diagnose 
learning differences and gifts, and help determine 
if a skill set needs re-teaching. The CAIS/ WASC 
accreditation process involves taking these test scores
into consideration as one metric of academic 
achievement – among a broad array of other evalu-
ative tools. Our recent accreditation evaluation shows 
that MMS students are indeed achieving results at the
level of other suburban independent schools across the 
nation. In fact, in both of our previous accreditation 
cycles, MMS was commended for students’ test 
score results and our academic program.  
 Research about the brain, memory and learning 
continues to confirm what teachers, parents, students 
and psychologists have known for many years: testing 
is just one demonstration of learning and can 
be affected by sleep, nerves, diet and confidence. 
Learning to take a test can be taught, and 
businesses thrive on the guarantee “increase your 
score 100 points or your money back!”
 While watching the delightful presentations of 
our students in their “Journey with Eco-Heroes” 
performance this year, I began considering the
learning that occurs during this process, and how 
it improves test scores and students’ academic 
performance. MMS’ five core values are: academic 
achievement, integrated learning, meaningful 
relationships, environmental stewardship and the 
creative process. All five enhance the learning of each 
student and increase their potential for academic 
success. The process of integrating the disciplines 
of social studies, science, language arts, visual 
arts, dance and music for our Cultural Awareness 

Enhancing Academic Excellence Through Performing Arts
By Supriya McDonald, Head of Lower School

Assembly creates a powerful vehicle of direct 
learning experience that is evident in our 
students’ performances.
 I have recently been inspired by three books 
on learning research: Brain Rules, Five Minds 
for the Future, and Born to Be Good. Below 
are some key points from authors John Medina, 
Howard Gardner and Dacher Keltner relating to 
our program design and correlating with our 
emphasis on Performing Arts as a way of boosting 
students’ academic achievement.  

1. There are 9 types of intelligences (linguistic, 
logical-mathematical, musical, visual-spatial, 
interpersonal, intrapersonal, bodily-kinesthetic, 
naturalist and existentialist). The 5 kinds of 
minds predicted for success in the 21st century 
are: disciplined, synthesizing, creative, ethical 
and respectful. 

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: Students demon-
strate their knowledge in various ways 
through song, dance, acting, and artwork, 
while working in groups and independently 
learning their parts for the group. Using all the 
modalities gives students ways to demonstrate 
their nine intelligences.

2. Through evolution, humans have been wired 
to learn using a variety of modalities and senses. We 
are made to explore, investigate and ask, “why?” 

EXPLORATION: Their classroom study engages 
them in exploration, questioning, researching 
and reporting on, “Why are these concepts 
important to my life and understanding of 
the larger world?”

3. Confidence improves learning. Secure social 
relationships between children and adults increases 
confidence and learning aptitude. 

CONFIDENCE: Teachers, students and parents 
form a collaborative team supporting students in 
overcoming their fear about public performance. 
Next to dying, research tells us that public 
speaking is the second most dreaded fear. 

4. In order to develop our working and long-term 
memory, humans must repeat to remember and 
remember to repeat.

MEMORY: Learning lines, dance moves, listening 
for cues and learning the blocking are repeated 
over and over, exercising working memory. 

Continued on Page 7
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Advocates ($2,500 to $4,999)
Emerson Charitable Trust
Sandra and Austin Shaw
Jeevani and James “Nate” Vince

Mentors ($1,000 to $2,499)
Lane and Letty Bess
Bryan Family
Emerson Electric Employee Matching Gifts Program
Thomas and Lisa O’Rourke
Pasatiempo Golf Club, Ken Woods
Superior Foods, Mateo Lettunich
Ralph Wolff

Sponsors ($500 to $999)
Mary Kay and Richard Alfaro
Anonymous (4)
Clifton Company, Chris Clifton
EmmaLily Vineyards, Steve Petersen
Laurie and Randy Getz
Kona Brewing Company
Legacy Transportation Services, Shelly Gipson, 
    Michael Quinn
Santa Cruz County Bank, Fred Caiocca, 
    Mary Anne Carson, Doug Fischer
Storrs Winery, Pam & Stephen Storrs
Paul Thatcher

Donors (Up to $499)
ACFN, Jeffrey Kerr
Alfaro Family Vineyards and Winery, 
    Richard and Mary Kay Alfaro
Danny Alvarez
Anonymous (2)
Debby and Jim Baker
Suzanne Barunas and George Barunas Jr.,
    in memory of Eugene Boyer
Bittersweet Bistro, Thomas and Elizabeth Vinolus
Beth Blosser and Todd Mitchell, in honor of PD Rohan
Helene and Louis Bouchard
Judith and Lee Brock
Josh Brown

The Play It Forward! Capital Campaign Continues! 
By Lara Kilpatrick, Director of Advancement

We continue to pursue our goal to raise funds to build a second gymnasium on the Upper Campus, to support the performing arts and continued 
development of our athletics program. Families and friends continue to show their support through cash donations and by purchasing tickets in the 

Drive for Schools car raffle sponsored by the Capitola Auto Mall and the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. Matt Meachen, longtime collaborator of the campaign, 
rounded up parents, alumni, and community members to take part in the 3rd Annual Play It Forward Golf Open at the DeLaveaga Golf Course in April. 
Alumna Prabha Pacey (’86) sponsored and produced a benefit concert, “Prabha & Friends” – an outstanding night of music featuring MMS alumni, faculty 
and friends in May. Finally, in June the seniors and their families made a contribution to the multipurpose gymnasium fund as their Senior Gift to MMS.
 In December 2010, MMS hired Netzel Grigsby Associates, Inc. (NGA), to conduct a Financial Development Assessment to determine financial capacity to 
complete the ongoing fundraising campaign. NGA conducted interviews with MMS community members – current and alumni parents – and then presented 
their findings to staff and the Board in February 2011. The assessment confirmed that there remains strong support for the new multipurpose gymnasium 
and there is sufficient volunteer leadership to complete a successful capital campaign. Active fundraising is scheduled to conclude in June 2012.
 At the present time, with continued guidance from NGA, we are wrapping up a Leadership Gifts phase. Leadership (Board and Trustee members) pledged 
a total of $104,000 over the next three years, and their commitment proves that there is strong internal support for this capital campaign.
 We are pleased to share that Letty and Lane Bess (Chelsea, graduated June ‘11; Courtney, 12th, and Cameron, 8th) have agreed to co-chair the Major 
Gifts Committee, a team that will lead the next major initiative of the campaign. Carson Kelly (Zoe, 9th, Indigo, 6th, and Cecily, 1st) will head up a 
Marketing and Communications Committee to “revision” the campaign going forward.

Rod Caborn
Café Cruz Rosticceria and Bar, Steve Wilson
James Catterall
Bob Chen
Leigh Ann and Chris Clifton
Amy and Steven Colton
Kate and Lindsay Connor
Rita and Thomas Costello, in memory of Eugene Boyer
Cymatix, Randy Getz
Sarada Diffenbaugh
    in memory of Hamsa Heinrich’s mother, 
    Doris Smithson
    in memory of Yamuna Fernandez’s mother, 
    Elizabeth (Betsy) Walker
    in memory of Jessica Cambell’s father, 
    John Spicer Smith
    in memory of Sri Gyan McCaughan’s mother, 
    Alice McCaughan
Mike Drew
Denise Elerick and Bruce Jaffe
Kathy and Robert Ferraro
Kaye and Joseph Feskanin
The Foot Doctors, William “Bill” Hopkins, MD
John Fust
Shelly and Joseph Gipson
Carol and Malcolm Gordon, in honor of 
    Mara and Jacob Getz
Gail and John Haggerty, in memory of Eugene Boyer
Chris Haltom
Garth Harley
Karen and Steve Harrington, in honor of PD Rohan
Janaki and Siddartha Hattis
Anima and Jonathan Holtz
Mary and Andy Hsia-Coron, in honor of PD Rohan
Jia Tellas, Scotts Valley, Jason Revino
Jeanne and Harold Johann
John J. Jimenez, DDS
Dana and Jeffrey Kerr
Gwen and Rod Koda
John Koulopoulos, in memory of Eugene Boyer
Sara Lyon and Charles Limbach

Radha Mallery
Sonia and Lester Mandell
Tricia McCurdy-Slater and John Slater
James McDonough, in memory of Eugene Boyer
Sue Meachen
Chris Middour
Margie Moss
Vishwa Nath
Nsight Global, Craig Wargon
Brent Ostermann
Prabha Pacey
Asha Pandya and Sanjay Iyer
Laura and Steve Petersen
Jane Petty
Play It Again Sports, Soquel, Joe Grant
Ann Pomper
Linda Prosser and Rob Fladeboe
Lisa Cusella-Quinn and Michael Quinn
Diana Rockhold
Jivanti Rutansky
Katera and Richard Rutledge, in honor of PD Rohan
Annette and Charles Schuessler
Soy Vay Enterprises, Inc., Eddie Scher
Spring Hills Golf Course, Amy Preaseau
Suzy and Kirk Stevens, in honor of PD Rohan
Jane and Arthur Stolzenberg, in memory of 
    Eugene Boyer
Steven Strom
Maureen & Bruce Thompson, in memory of 
    Eugene Boyer
William Vanderweil, in memory of Eugene Boyer
Steven Vanderzee, on behalf of Michelle Murphy and
    Tom Elliot in memory of their father Gary Elliot
Hema and Umesh Walker, in honor of PD Rohan
Jenna and Dave Willoughby
Nate Wooten
Stephanie Workman
Mindy and Peter Yaninek

Every effort has been made to avoid errors, misspellings or 
omissions. If, however, your name has been listed incorrectly 
or omitted, please accept our sincere apology. For corrections, 
contact the Advancement Office at 408-846-4032



Throughout this effort, we aimed to
encourage and utilize peer tutoring 
as a means to emphasize each child’s
gifts and show how these gifts can 
contribute and promote team or 
group learning. The idea was for 
the students to experience a ‘real-
life’ application of their education 
and ultimately have a positive 
impact on their community and 
the greater world.”
 Entered in several competitions, 
the project was awarded:

•	 1st Place in California, Disney
“Planet Challenge.” Prizes included a $1,000 
and gift packs for each fifth grader.

•	 1st Place, elementary division; Special 
Teachers’ Award; Best-in-Show, Morgan Hill’s 
Earth Day Art & Science Fair, $550 and special 
recognition by Morgan Hill Mayor Steve Tate.

•	 3rd Place, Santa Cruz County, 2011 
Earth Day Festival, $200 awarded by Santa Cruz 
Mayor Ryan Coonerty, and a reception at the 
Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History.

 Worldwide Waste Reduction Day on February 
1st drew international attention, with people from 
all over the world picking up trash in their own 
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More than just a clever play on words, “Kelp the
  Otters” is a plea the students took to heart, 

as they learned about the critical role this keystone 
species plays in maintaining a healthy diversity 
in the ocean’s kelp forests. The students created 
an educational DVD; picture books; inaugurated 
“Worldwide Waste Reduction Day”; and collaborated 
with several respected experts and organizations, 
including: Save Our Shores; Dr. Terrie Williams, 
Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Science at 
UC Santa Cruz; the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Sea 
Otter Rescue and Conservation (SORAC) program; 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA).
 “Our goal was for the students to experience 
the value of project-based learning,” explains 5th
grade teacher and project co-mentor Sri Gyan 
McCaughan. “They were given the freedom to 
choose an environmental topic they found mean-
ingful and wanted to know more about, and we set 
about integrating state standards and numerous
cross-curricular elements into the overall project. 

community and then sending a photo showing 
their efforts to the class for compilation into a 
collective montage.
  “In working towards our goal of helping sea 
otters, we also helped balance the scale that holds 
our fragile future,” comments 5th grade teacher 
and project co-mentor Jessica Cambell. “We learned 
that even by doing small things you can make a big 
difference; and now better understand that you can 
get lots of work done in a very short time when you 
collaborate well. And importantly, we were able to 
inspire people all over the world - from Kosovo to 
Japan to Australia to across the United States - to step 
outside and clean up trash to help the oceans.” 

Award-Winning Science: 5th Grades’ Otter Project

Zac Clark, Indigo Kelly, and Will Murphy work on the dvd cover

5. Humans have a maximum average attention 
span of 10 minutes for factual information, after 
which time they become distracted unless new 
information is combined with a related narrative or 
emotionally-charged experience. 

ATTENTION: Story and narrative are how 
humans have learned for generations, and the 
plays, scripts and literature used to teach concepts 
helps students understand at a deeper level, 
moving information into long-term memory.

6. Modeling behaviors and mirror neurons 
help us understand the behavior of others, affect 
positive change and cultivate empathy. 

BEHAVIOR: Positive role models and inspira-
tional heroes chosen for study inspire positive 
behavior. Acting out and embodying these 
models create impressions of positive ways of 
being with one another.

7. The more that learning can be multifaceted 
and related to direct experience, the more likely 
it is to be retained. 

RETENTION: Raising awareness about a 
specific culture or idea creates memorable 
learning, because it engages the social, 
emotional, and intellectual realms, and 
is witnessed by the community as a shared 
experience to be remembered, photographed 
and talked about afterwards. 

8. Humans need to move. Executive functioning 
(the part of the brain that helps solve math 

problems) increases with exercise. Movement 
increases the development of the brain and patterns 
of learning. The brain’s neural plasticity allows 
humans to be wired differently, and change their 
wiring if injured or a function of the brain is 
not working. Movement can help stimulate that 
growth and new pathways. 

EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING: Dance stimulates 
the mind and requires control, discipline, 
memory, concentration and sensitivity to 
others while moving in rhythmic time to music.

 In summary, combining brain and social-
emotional research with the practical application of 
learning at school, leads me to see how pretending 
in the elementary grades to be Henry David Thoreau, 
Wangari Matthai, Jacques Cousteau, a starfish, a 
macaw or an endangered animal, is really a great 
way to prepare for the SATs, strive toward academic 
excellence, and acquire the multifaceted variety of 
skills and interests necessary to build a successful life.

Enhancing Excellence Continued from Page 5

“Otters are like the dominos of the sea,” 
notes student Indigo Kelly, in reference 
to the fifth grade’s “Kelp the Otters” project 
last year. “If they fall, other species will 
collapse behind them.” 
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 The annual journey is either to Washington, 
D.C. to interview government and non-government 
leaders, or to another international destination. 
This year, for the first time, we undertook two major 
international expeditions. In April, our seniors 
traveled to India to visit the Sri Ram Ashram and 
interview the Dalai Lama and other leaders of that 
country. In June, our junior class traveled to South 
Africa to interview Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 
visit several different social projects and schools.
 We prepare for these journeys throughout the 
year, and this groundwork involves many different 
levels of engagement, both in the Values class 
and in the general curricular ethos of MMS. Some 
preparations are more visible and include academic 
research, study of the countries we are to visit, as 
well as development of questions for the actual 
interviews. Other preparations are less obvious, 
involving developing psychological readiness
and process skills as we make agreements, set 
goals and discuss the challenges that may show 
up in the inevitable tests of the road. There is 
a lot I can share about the pedagogy that has 
emerged through our process of experimentation
and discovery, but the most effective way to 
demonstrate the true meaning of these experiences 
is to allow the writings of our students to give voice 
to what matters to them. Their realizations are 
the most authentic validation of all that goes into 
making these journeys a reality each year.

“My South African journey brought with it a 
whirlwind of emotion, adventure, and discovery. 
I have come to understand the strength of unity 
and the power of one smile. I now realize that the 
opportunity for human connection is limitless if 
I have the courage to embrace it with sincerity. 

I have made both inward reflections and global 
realizations, and the insights I have gained will 
play a crucial role in shaping my future.”    
                  —-McKenzie Caborn, 11th grade

“Jet lag, train rides, crickets, the sensory overload 
of Old Delhi and serenity of the Golden Temple, the 
Taj Palace hotel and YWCA. Singing “One Day,” 
car horns, smiling faces at the Ashram, the pulsing 
masses at Aarti and elderly Tibetans mumbling 
prayers as they walked, smells of burning trash and 
Indian food, small group discussions, excitement, 
confusion, contrast, challenge, connection, 
inspiration, the Dalai Lama’s infectious laugh, 
and Krishna’s grinning face as he frantically 
scrambled over our suitcases to escape the moving 
train. If there is one thing I took away from India, 
it is a sense of deepened wonder and curiosity 
about the world I live in.”   
                          — Noah Limbach, 12th grade

 One of the Program’s primary goals is to help 
the students think deeply about the meaning of 
their lives. The processes of self-reflection and 
dialogue, core to the class, are meant to help 
develop the capacity of discernment so that the 
students will understand for themselves what 
promotes lasting happiness in life.

“People living in the townships taught me that 
you don’t need material goods to be happy and 
something as small as a smile can leave a lasting 
impression. They showed me how important it 
is to take the time to acknowledge everyone as 
human beings, something a lot of us don’t think 
about anymore. This trip has caused me to look at 
life completely differently and will influence my 
future decisions. I now feel a responsibility to take 
every opportunity I’m given. One of the biggest 
lessons I learned is to have an open mind to 
everything and everyone, and that things you see 
and people you meet can change your life if you 
allow them to.”    — Blythe Collier, 11th grade

 To speak about values, even to debate, study 
and reflect, is only part of the task. Without direct 
experience, values remain abstract and theoretical. 
One of my students asked, “How can we truly 
test our values without making mistakes that are 
permanent?” I think these journeys provide at 
least a partial answer. 

“The confidence and passion that everyone I met 
in South Africa embodied, rubbed off on me. They 
unknowingly inspired me to jump out of my 
comfort zone and take more risks. At Botshabelo 
I fell in love with children whose smiles showed 
me true joy. At night’s end, my heavy heart and 

Learning Journeys 2011 Continued from Page 1

Riding a rickshaw in New Delhi Lisa Catterall takes in the sights

Inspiring messages in the streets of Dharamsala  Blythe Collier walks with a new South African friend



tearful eyes made goodbyes difficult. I realize 
that being open to others makes you vulnerable 
and this can be painful. But without this 
vulnerability, what is there in life? Without real 
human engagement, our lives can go by in a blur 
of nothingness. My experiences in South Africa 
taught me to always stay passionate, engaged and 
open, no matter how much it hurts.”   
               — Lulu Morell-Haltom, 11th grade

 MMS curriculum throughout the grades 
centers on self-reflection, character development, 
creativity and academic excellence. It is my 
belief that academic excellence is best fostered 
when students find a passion 
for their subject; become 
self-motivated to gain new skill 
sets, or discover something 
new about themselves. Direct 
experience of new situations 
seems to foster these kinds of 
discoveries in surprising ways.

“Sawubona is Zulu for ‘I see 
you.’ Our interactions and 
experiences these last two 
weeks have shown me the 
true meaning of this word. I 
learned that by recognizing 
the existence of somebody you 
validate him or her. It is easy
to say that you see people,
but Sawubona is about engaging them, their 
experiences, and trying to truly understand 
where they come from. I believe you can change 
the world by showing individuals that their lives 
matter to the world.”   
                     — Kabir Ahluwalia, 11th grade

“Seeing something so drastically different than 
what I am used to made me rethink what is 
important to me. I appreciate much of what I have 
at home, but also envy a lot of what India has. I 
have everything I could possibly need, but I am not 
as happy as people I met in India. I am starting 
to see on a more basic level where my priorities 
should be.”     — Lindsey Colton, 12th grade

 In facing the emotional complexity of the 
journey we begin to see the world anew.

“Throughout the trip I struggled to understand 
how people I met kept their heads up. How could 
they be so positive? Why is it that I have all I want, 
yet continuously focus on the negative? I have 

asked myself these questions over and over again. 
Although I still don’t have any answers, I know there 
is something that needs to change in my life. I know 
that there is a lot to be learned from what I saw.”
                        — Kellyn Cardinal, 11th grade

 These journeys often provide the spark for
personal transformation, not because of some 
abstract test score or even some arbitrary measure-
ment of success, but often from the mistakes or 
so-called failures for which we are willing to be 
responsible. The acceptance of our vulnerability 
and humanity is a precondition to empathy and 
compassion for others: 

“Though I’ve been very good at observing 
differences, I haven’t been the best at applying what 
I thought I had learned on the trip. In my notebook 
during the interview with Rinchen, when I was 
exhausted, nauseous, and upset with my class, I 
wrote down, ‘Note to self: remember how kind people 
on this trip were to me and spread that around.’ 
So far, I haven’t been able to do this effectively. 
It’s too easy to fall back into old behavior patterns 
and forget that the people around me are a blessing. 
The compassion I swore I would have is lacking 
simply out of habit. I wish I could have bottled up
some of the feelings I had while I was there, when 
it seemed that the whole world made sense in the 
simplest of ways.”  — Susie Bryan, 12th grade 

 In the end, students learn that the journey is 
what they make it, and hopefully understand that 
this is equally true in the larger life story. 

“Being placed in a completely new world like 
India, you are bound to have new experiences 
and with new experiences come new emotions 

and understanding. I got so much out of this 
trip because I went into each situation without 
preconceptions or rock-solid beliefs, but rather 
an open mind that took in each experience and 
examined it carefully. With each new idea I cut away 
all that distracted me and let myself be affected.”    
                                    — PK Hattis, 12th grade 

 Each student at MMS has his or her 
particular set of gifts and talents, and given the 
relative affluence of our society and opportunities 
of America, with reasonable effort they can do 
well for themselves in life. The larger question is:
“For what purpose will they use their privileges 
 

and gifts?” How will they choose, and will they 
actually choose for themselves or will they blindly 
participate in an unexamined story written by 
another? By seeing other parts of the world where 
people live such different lives, our students begin 
to see themselves more fully, and to question why 
things are as they are. To put a human face on 
abstract suffering and to see that everyone has 
gifts regardless of social or economic class, is 
to begin to understand that our responsibility is 
not only to ourselves and our families but to the 
larger human family. 
 Through the Learning Journeys, the students 
begin to understand at a deeper level that our 
welfare cannot ultimately be independent from 
the well being of others. This is core to the 
Values program and core to the general value 
system of this School. The Learning Journeys 
and the Values program do not “teach” values 
but rather set up the context in which students 
can experience the world, reflect and then 
choose for themselves.
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Visiting Archbishop Desmond Tutu in Cape Town Making a personal connection (top)
 On safari in Kruger National Park (bottom)



Leaders ($5,000 to $9,999)
Letty and Lane Bess
Ross Bryan

Advocates ($2,500 to $4,999)
Beth Brennan and Craig Kaplan
Constance and Thomas Broz
Sarada and Dayanand Diffenbaugh
Emerson Electric Employee Matching Gifts Program
JoAnne and Jim Henderson
Michelle and William Murphy
Shawne O’Neill
Sandra and Austin Shaw
Jeevani and James “Nate” Vince

Mentors ($1,000 to $2,499)
Anonymous (13)
Beth Blosser and Todd Mitchell 
Mindy and Ryan Brown
Daniela Bryan
Cisco Foundation (employee matching gift program)
Barbara and Morty Cohen
Heidi and David Collier
Stephanie Davis and David Oswald
Google Matching Gifts Program
Martha Graner and William DeBolt, 
    in honor of the Harrington family
Harrington Family
Marjorie and Michael Harrington
Greta Hughes
Dana and Jeffrey Kerr
Gwen and Rod Koda
Mateo Lettunich
Lighthouse Bank, Richard Hofstetter

W e are honored and very grateful to report that this year the Annual Giving (AG) Campaign reached a first-ever accomplishment 
by reaching $116,854! We sincerely thank our families, faculty, staff and extended community for your generous support in this 

year of financial need. As usual, we kicked off the AG season with the annual Monte Fireworks fundraiser and raised $8,819 through 
the R.F. Monte Foundation. We are thankful to the many parents and alumni who participated in matching gifts programs through their 
employers. Our Class Liaisons and class AG volunteers were especially active this year in sharing how important this annual fund drive 
is in bridging the gap between tuition and fees and the actual cost to educate each child at MMS.

Thank You to Our Generous Annual Giving Donors!
Beth Martorano and Bryan Smith 
Rachel and Michael Pali
Robyn and Ralph Pearson
Sumana Reddy and Vikram Duvvoori
Katera and Richard Rutledge
Charlotte Scherman
Juvy and Richard Timan
Julia Wiley and Andrew Griffin
Ralph Wolff
Sponsors ($500 to $999)
Denise and Joe Abmont, 
    in honor of Addyson and Ashtyn Abmont
Maria Ashcraft and John Jimenez
Rajendra Bingham and Arpita Ezell
Pamela and Greg Blunden
Kelly and Rod Caborn
Jessica and Forrest Cambell
Diskowski Family
Kelly and Michael Don Carlos
Debby and John Fust
Lara Kilpatrick and Douglas Leon
Wayne Lockwood
Sara Lyon and Charles Limbach 
Tricia McCurdy-Slater and John Slater
Carlton Angus McDonald
Manon Mesa and James Cardinal
Olga Ogareva
Jack O’Neill
Janine Roeth and Henry Hooker
Karina and David Shelton
Diane and Doug Turk
Ed and Sharon Wandzell, in honor of Ben Pearson
Jan West and Mark Leitch
Amanda and Zachary Wilson

Donors (Up to $499)
Susy and Sean Adams
Debbie and Virender Ahluwalia
Jan and Jose Alfaro
Mary Kay and Richard Alfaro
Dhekrah Alhomaidi and Ahmed Alhumaidi
Anonymous, in memory of Hamsa Heinrich’s mother, 
    Doris Smithson
Lila and Vidyasagar Ansell
Linda Babcock
Ardis Baylor and Thomas LeGan
Girija Beavers
Anju and Sanjay Bhatnagar
Jennifer Block
Marjorie and Bennett Brachman
Judith and Lee Brock
Wendy Butler
Pam Byrnes and Jim Curland
Bob Caplan
Judith Catterall and David Harrington
Lisa Catterall and Tina Pendleton 
Sandi and Jeff Clark
Leigh Ann and Chris Clifton
Colin Cole
Cristienne and Jim Colip
Amy and Steven Colton
Kate and Lindsay Connor
Cynthia Copple
Komala and George Correos
Betty Cowart
Nicole Crane and Giacomo Bernardi
Anna Dasbach and David Prisk 
Cathy Jo Diaz  

Report from the 2010-11 Annual Giving Fund 
By Lara Kilpatrick, Director of Advancement
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Wynnifred d’Lyon-Jahnigen and Dennis Jahnigen, 
    in honor of Taylor Krilanovich
Cynthia and Adam Donoghue  
Denise Elerick and Bruce Jaffe 
Paul Elerick
Stephen Estes and Mary Jeanne Oliva 
Sally and Stephen Ezeji-Okoye  
Sita and Janardan Farley
Therese and Stephen Felder
Yamuna and Xavier Fernandez
Sylvia Ferronyalka and Tim Genske
Kaye and Joseph Feskanin
Robert Forbes
Lucie and Stewart Fox
Shannon and John Frediani
Shyama and Brajesh Friedberg
Janet Gellman and Nancy de la Pena
Laurie and Randy Getz
Jennifer and Dan Goldstein
Phyllis and Bob Goodwin
Sally and Leroy Gorrell, in honor of Blythe Collier
Kathleen and Garth Harley
Janaki and Siddartha Hattis
Hamsa and Greg Heinrich
Kimberlee and Kevin Heldt
Christine and Vincent Hernandez
Chandra Kala Holt
Ginger Hooven
Robin and William Hopkins
Roberta and Roger Houston
Amy and Peter Howley
Mary and Andy Hsia-Coron
Stacy and Aaron Hughes
Rebecca and Kevin Huth
Antonina and Aleksandr Ibragimchayev
Geneffa and Kevin Jonker
Sampad and Kalpana Kachuck
Maggie Kalmeta
Kate and Orang Kamkar
Shannon and Carson Kelly
Elizabeth Kilpatrick
Michelle King and Oscar Simo
Lorraine and Ted Kinnamon
Nicholas and Purea Koenig
Cassia Laffin and Jay Sullens
Sahana and Sadanand Lakka
Barbara Lawrence and Patrick Devine
Jennifer Leach and Brian Spector

LexisNexis Cares Matching Gift Program
Mayana Lisboa
Benna Lovato
Jill Madden and Martin Krilanovich
Barbara Mahone, Ph.D.
Michelle and David Mahoney
Kranti and Sadanand Mailliard
Millicent Mailliard
Kimberlee and Ron Maiwald
Paula Marcus and Richard Nanas
Wendy Marshall and Clyde Klingenberg
Marie and Marc Mayou
Girija and Sri Gyan McCaughan
Gail McCredie and Eugene Massion
Elliot PK McDonald
Kai McDonald
Mary Supriya and Sidd Jot McDonald
Carmen and Charles McIntyre
MDF Painting and Powerwashing LLC
Matthew Meachen
Sandy and Tom Moller
Monterey Bay Mortgage, Forrest Cambell
Liza Morell
Lisa and Robert Moreno
Barbara Moser-Mercer and Dennis Mercer
Kristina Muten and Tycho Speaker
Monica and Armand Nascimento
Amy Neff
Cat and John Nink
Judith Norsigian
Tee Saengsuda Nuchai and Bill Hopkins
Ryan Oliver, in honor of Luz Nieto
Mike O’Neill
Robert Ormsbee
Holly and Zane Ota
PG&E Corporation Foundation 
    (employee matching gift program)
Amy and John Padilla
Asha Pandya and Sanjay Iyer
Leah Parker
Rosy Penhallow and Frank Shields
Nicola Percy and Rajesh Westerberg
Ruthe Pesut, in honor of the Vince Family
Laura and Steve Petersen
Malika Pohjola
Melinda and Jeff Powers
Maureen and Debashis Pramanik
Linda Prosser and Rob Fladeboe
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Darlene Quinn
Lisa Cusella-Quinn and Michael Quinn
Nate Rockhold
Sarojani and Premdas Rohan
Jivanti Rutansky
Aurora and Andrew Ruwe
Alice and Brian Saavedra
Melissa and Nigel Sanders-Self
Tom and Sally Satterlee
Sudha and Chris Schneiter
Rebecca and Roger Shingai
Linda and Leo Siegel
Barbara and Kevin Smith
Monique Smith and Samuel Lee
Larry Sousley
Jane and Tully Speaker
Kate and Lowell Staveland
Isa Stead and Eric Forbes
Suzy and Kirk Stevens
Pamela and Stephen Storrs  
SunRidge Farms, Morty Cohen
Gary Suoja
Nicole and Al Tervalon
Annie and Paul Thatcher
Jessica and John Thomas
Hal Turner
Jenny Turner
Tina and Joe Viglizzo
Linda and Monte Waite
Hema and Umesh Walker
Paula Walter
Marina and Matt Ward
Julie and Steve Watts
Dolores and Bill Weins
Silke and Jens Wenzel
Alicia Weston-Miles
Anurag White
Lynda and Michael Will
Jenna and Dave Willoughby
Laxmi and Jeff Wordham
Mira Yakir
David Yannone
Monica Yates
Julie and Karl Zeise

Every effort has been made to avoid errors, misspellings or 
omissions. If, however, your name has been listed incorrectly 
or omitted, please accept our sincere apology. For corrections, 
contact the Advancement Office at 408-846-4032
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Mount Madonna School completed its 32nd
 fiscal year on June 30, 2011. The School 

continues to prosper under the committed stewardship 
and oversight by our Trustees, Board of Directors 
and Finance Committee. The tuition generated by 
enrollment remains the primary source of operating 
income while salaries and benefits comprise the 
majority of operating expense. Though we began the 
year with 214 students, we received tuition revenue 
for 218 students during the 2010-11 school year, 
which is a new high for MMS. Our Annual Giving 
Campaign also reached new heights ending the 
year at $116,854. We look forward to a future of 
increasing financial strength and sustainability, 
through increasing enrollment, generous donations 
to our Annual Giving and Capital Campaigns, and 
directed donations to the excellent programs at MMS. 

Anonymous (1)
ArtCar by Philo
Bat Conservancy of Coastal California
Bay Area Amphibian and Reptile Society (BAARS)
Blue Dolphin Alliance
California Coastal Commission
Camp SEA Lab
Cards to support Indian and 
    South African organizations
County of Santa Cruz environmental programs & U.S.
    Green Building Council (USGBC), Monterey Bay
Defenders of Wildlife
Eco Goods
Ecology Action - Energy Upgrade California
Electric Auto Association
Elkhorn Slough Foundation
Elkhorn Trading Company
Faust, offering Aveda Products
Gaia Green Packaging
Gandhi India’s Cuisine
Gilroy Demonstration Garden
Good Times

2010-11 Financial Report
By Eric Forbes, Business Manager

Summit for the Planet Thank You!

T hanks to our students, parents, extended families and friends, as well as the many 
nonprofit organizations and local business sponsors who participated in the 5th Annual 

Summit for the Planet learning day, eco-carnival and walk-a-thon! The spring weather was 
brisk but sunny (with one snow shower!), allowing us to welcome more than 450 attendees of 
all ages. The growth of this festival in just five years has been wonderful to experience. Together, 
we are accomplishing our mission of bringing together students, faculty, families, scientists, 
activists and other local experts to raise awareness, within a festive atmosphere, of important 
environmental issues and the actions each one of us can take to make a difference.

greenspace
Grind Out Hunger, Second Harvest Food Bank
Growing Up in Santa Cruz
James B. Smith, DDS & Marc L. Grossman, DDS,
    Dentistry & Orthodontics
KAZU
Kennolyn Camps
KUSP
Legacy Transportation Services
Live Earth Farm Discovery Program
Marine Mammal Center, Monterey Bay Operations
Master Composters of Santa Clara County
Michael Lee Environmental Foundation
Out & About magazine
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Ragged Thistle
Real Goods Solar
Register-Pajaronian
Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation 
    & Junior Ranger 2 Program
Santa Cruz County Football Club Revolution
    (SCCFC Revolution)

Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History
SantaCruzParent.com
Santa Cruz Sentinel
Save Open Space - Gilroy
Save Our Shores
Save The Frogs! and keynote speaker —
    Dr. Kerry M. Kriger
Sierra Club, Loma Prieta Chapter
Solar Design Booth
Sulphur Creek Nature Center 
SunRidge Farms
Sweet Elena’s Bakery
The Chai Guy
Uvas Gold Apiary
Vision Recycling
Watsonville Coast Produce
Whole Foods Santa Cruz
Wooster
World Centric

Operating Expense

Wages 64.5%

Student Supplies & Services 14.4%

Facilities & Debt Service 12.4%

Administration 8.7%

Total 100.0%

Operating Revenue

Tuition & Fees 90.4% $2,656,043

Donations 4.9% $143,500

Other 4.7% $138,000

Total 100% $2,937,543

  2010-11 2009-10 2008-09 2007-08 

Operation Budget  $2,937,543 $2,522,718 $2,573,100 $2,188,500

Enrollment  214 211 204 188

Walk-a-thon participants Jivanti Rutansky 
and Susie Bryan (12th)

Note: The School’s annual financial review will be conducted by the Harrington Group in October. That 
report will be available in November for anyone wishing to view it. 

Administration
8.7%

Facilities & 
Debt Service

12.4%

Student 
Supplies & 
Services

14.4%

Wages
64.5%

Donations
4.9%

Other
4.7%

Tuition & Fees
90.4%
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Kabir Tyler Ahluwalia
Alan Olson Marine
Alfaro Family Vineyards, Richard and Mary Kay Alfaro
Anonymous
Alison Antone
BayPhoto Lab, Larry Abitbol
Anju and Sanjay Bhatnagar
Rajendra Bingham and Arpita Ezell
Beth Blosser and Todd Mitchell
John Blunden
Constance and Thomas Broz
Daniela Bryan
Ross Bryan
Capitola Westside Beauty, Cindy Sandberg
Mary Kay Chess
City of Morgan Hill, Larry Carr
Heidi and David Collier

Holiday Spirit: Playhouse Donated to PreK 

Directed Donations Amy and Steven Colton
Colton Investment Management LLC, Steven Colton
Kate and Lindsay Connor
Mary Corrigan
David J. Oswald & Co. CPA, APC
DB Coach, Daniela Bryan
Stephanie Davis and David Oswald
Lismary De Lemos and Lucio Silveira
Disney Worldwide Services, Inc.
Ecology Action, Aaron Brown
Stephen Estes and Mary Jeanne Oliva
Scott Sudhir Frankenberg
Fresno Truck Center
Tamara and Gavin Gear
Shelly and Joseph Gipson
Jennifer and Dan Goldstein
Habitat for Humanity Silicon Valley, Ted Becker
Ginger Hooven
Eileen Kempker
Wendy King and Joel Isaacson
King’s Paint & Paper, Ron and Bill King
Gwen and Rod Koda
Angie Lackey and Alan Olson
Sahana and Sadanand Lakka
Legacy Transportation Services, Shelly Gipson
Marcel Lettunich
Karen and Christopher Lindroth
Links Insurance Services, Inc.
Kranti and Sadanand Mailliard
Sandy Mailliard
Kristina Muten and Tycho Speaker

New Leaf Market, Merchant Giving, eScrip program
NFL Alumni Association
Oasis Hair, Wendy Rae Johnson
One Cause
Prabha Pacey
Robyn and Ralph Pearson
EmmaLily Vineyards, Steve Petersen
Maureen and Debashis Pramanik
Lisa Cusella-Quinn and Michael Quinn
Raley’s Supermarket, Merchant Giving
Riding for Reading
Donna Russo and Efrain Guzman
Jivanti Rutansky
Cherie and Alvin Schellack
Annette and Charles Schuessler
Source Ventures, Inc
Sri Rama Foundation, Dharma Budding
Barnaby Stamm
Storrs Winery, Pamela and Stephen Storrs
Ratna Sturz
Summit Volleyball Club, Sidd McDonald
Carol and Climbing Sun
Superior Foods, Mateo Lettunich
Shmuel Thaler
Annie and Paul Thatcher
Jenny Turner
Ujjwal Tyagi
Jeevani and James “Nate” Vince
Visual World, Carson Kelly
Jan West and Mark Leitch
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Wood

Students enjoy their new schoolyard playhouse

“I    like this house,” said the small boy, his 
dark eyes shining as he watched teacher 

Nate Rockhold adjust placement of the stylish 
new playhouse in the school’s play yard. “I want 
to go inside it.” Adjustments completed, Rockhold 
stepped back and smiled, watching the gathered 
students as they took turns going inside, looking 
out the windows and opening and closing the 
door. “There will be a lot of fun, imaginative play 
that comes out of this,” he noted.
 The sky-blue playhouse, trimmed with 
white stars and colorful flowers, was a gift last 
December from Habitat for Humanity Silicon 
Valley (HHSV)to Mount Madonna School’s 

preschool/kindergarten program. The Playhouse 
Project began in 2009 as a partnership between 
corporate powerhouse NetApp and HHSV; project 
proceeds benefit the nonprofit Habitat for 
Humanity. The playhouse was constructed for 
HHSV by employees of Broadcom Corporation. 
 “It was the perfect time of year to receive 
such a lovely donation from a group that 
supports so many with their good work,” 
comments Supriya Mary McDonald. “We are 
so grateful; the MMS preschool/kindergarten 
received a playhouse for the kids, and Habitat 
for Humanity received financial support from 
Broadcom for their program.”

T hank you to donors who gave in kind 
gifts or cash gifts directly to athletic, 

academic, scholarship and other school 
programs! We’d like to give a special note of 
thanks to all the students, parents, businesses 
and community members who fundraised 
and made donations in order to make 
possible the Values in World Thought learning 
journeys to India and South Africa this year. 



Class of 2011 graduate Emma Fladeboe was
 named a Commended Student in the 2011 

National Merit Scholarship Program. She scored in 
the top 5% nationwide of the more than 1.5 million 
students who took the 2009 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT). Fladeboe will attend UC Davis this fall.

Student Awarded 
National Merit 
Commendation
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Senior Awarded 
2011 Gates Millennium Scholarship 

Last spring, while on a Values fieldtrip to India
  with her twelfth grade classmates, senior 

Soma Sharan learned that she had been selected 
as a Gates Millennium Scholar (GMS). She is one 
of just 1,000 students nationwide chosen in 2011 for 
this award through the nation’s largest scholarship 
provider, the Gates Millennium Scholarship Program. 
 Sharan can use the scholarship funds to 
attend any accredited U.S. college or university 
of her choice, and the scholarship is renewable 
as long as she continues to meet program 
guidelines. This fall she will enter UCLA to study 
International Development. 
 “When people hear about where I come 
from, they are amazed by how far I’ve made it,” 
comments Sharan. “But when I think about my 
past and present, the one thing that is always on 
my mind is how far I want to go.” 

Soma Sharan

Emma Fladeboe

 “It is truly a great honor to be identified as 
a Gates Scholar,” notes Jivanti Rutansky, Mount 
Madonna’s Head of Upper School, “and a tribute 
to Soma’s accomplishments and attributes: over-
coming adversity, integrity, discernment, perse-
verance, leadership, athleticism, and compassion.” 
 Sharan will receive leadership training, 
mentoring, academic, social and financial 
support as a Gates Scholar. Following completion 
of her undergraduate degree, if Sharan decides to 
pursue graduate studies in the fields of Computer 
Science, Education, Engineering, Library Science, 
Mathematics, Public Health or Science, she may 
be eligible for GMS fellowship funding for her 
education through the master’s and doctoral levels.
 Established in 1999, the GMSP is funded by a 
$1.6 billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. To date more than 13,000 students 

have received Gates scholarships. Sharan is the 
third MMS student to receive this prestigious award 
since the program started; students Yolanda and 
Marita Diaz were both awarded Gates Millennium 
Scholarships during their first year of college.

So... 
What is it that has a large number of people acting human?
It could have something to do with money and STUFF being out of the picture. 
But, I think it’s something more.

I FEEL as though many of the people we met have lost almost everything.
But the thing they clung onto through all the struggle
                    is being human.
                     REAL.
After meeting these REAL people…..
It sort of became clear to me that much of my life is spent on autopilot.
ANT PILOT

Millions of humans that think they are so much more ‘dignified’ than other animals?
Where did this idea come from?
WHO THOUGHT OF APARTHEID?

All these humans living their so-called ‘LIFE’ as though constantly crawling through an anthill.

Human feelers (Antennae) at the ready,
but only used to bounce off one another with NO AKNOWLEDGEMENT.
Let alone connection.

I think the South African people have kept their feelers working properly.
 They have the ability to see each other…….
  SA  Feel them.
        WU          Know them.
    BONA      In a single moment.
IS ALL IT TAKES!!
    THANKS AFRICA.
For helping me grow a new, functioning pair of antennae.

                                                                                    — Alida Lettunich, 11th grade
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Congratulations to inspired young scientists
 Amalia Bernardi, Holden Smith, and Lekha 

Duvvoori, awardees in the 2011 Santa Cruz County 
Science Fair! 
 For her project “Adaptation, Antibiotics and 
Bacteria,” sixth grader Amalia wanted to determine 
how effective some natural compounds are at 
slowing bacterial growth (antibiotic activity); and 
how bacteria can be selected to grow resistance 
to those natural antibiotics. She earned a Second 
Place award in Microbiology, Junior Division and a 
chance to compete in the 60th annual California 
State Science Fair held in May.
 “Adaptation is an exciting and fun topic, and 
an important part of evolution, which I am very 
interested in,” says Amalia. “It is fun and academic 
to do a project on it and to learn from it. Although 
scientists know a lot about adaptation, we don’t 

know everything, and I 
wanted to learn about 
adaptation first-hand.”
 Holden, a seventh 
grader, took Second 
Place in the Behavioral 
Social Sciences, Junior 
Division, for his project, 
“The Effect of Positive 
Praise on Short-Term 
Memory for Words and 
Numbers.” “I wish all 
teachers could see my 
project so they would 
understand and realize how much positive praise 
helps students,” comments Holden.   
 Lekha’s project, “Turn the Sun to Cook” 
earned the fifth grader a Fourth Place award in 

Sixth Grader Wins Bid to State Science Fair

Works by five Mount Madonna high school students were among those exhibited in the Santa Cruz Art 
League’s 56th Annual High School Show in May. The show featured more than 750 works from high school 

students throughout the county.
 “This show was a great opportunity for our students to participate with peers from other high schools in Santa 
Cruz County,” comments Nicola Percy, MMS high school art teacher and artist. “I look forward to adding greater 
focus and numbers of artworks for next year’s show. I hope that all students, families and friends went to see this 
amazing array of creative visual expression.”
  The participating MMS tenth grade students have all studied with Percy for the past two years. The curriculum 
they worked on was rich in fine art subject matter and techniques. In addition to exploring an array of mediums, 
Percy encourages all of her student to grow individually through their own personal art pieces.
 The students and works included were: Brooke Staveland, Sunset, chalk pastel; Joseph Frediani, Flesh Tone Study, 
acrylic paints over gesso base on paper; Kavi Duvvoori, 8 Faces, paint drawings; Taylor Krilanovich, Sculpture Garden, 
acrylic paint on watercolor paper; and Uma O’Neill, Spring Blossom, acrylic paint on gessoed watercolor paper. 

Artworks Featured in Local Exhibition 

Amalia Bernardi plates bacteria on Petri dishes to test for natural antibiotics

Sunset, by Brooke Staveland

Energy and Power, Elementary Division. “I enjoyed 
presenting my cookers and project at the Summit 
for the Planet festival. After this I will always 
think of how we can use the sun’s power.”

8 Faces, by Kavi Duvvoori

Spring Blossom, by Uma O’Neill
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 After graduating MMS in 2004, Sacha attended
Vassar College in New York, focusing on International 
Studies. At Vassar she benefitted from the small class 
sizes and cross-disciplinary courses in international
political science, economics, geography, and sociology.
She developed a fascination with academic research 
and its application to public service, culminating in a 
thesis analyzing ties of colonization and foreign 
aid policies. In her junior year, she applied to 
be a Peace Corps volunteer. After a competitive 
application process stressing technical skills, 
motivation, adaptability, and cross-cultural 
understanding, the Peace Corps invited Alexandra 
“Sacha” Manov to serve as a Public Health 
Volunteer in the west African country of Guinea. 
 Sacha left in December 2008, the year of her 
graduation from Vassar. She lived with a host 
family and her first two months involved rigorous 
training. She attended classes everyday, all day. “I 
arrived with very little French and no knowledge 
of the local language,” says Sacha. “I was forced 
to learn as quickly as possible.” 
 After learning about the topics she was to 
teach, she gathered friends to watch her present 
the lessons in order to overcome the scariness 
of giving lessons and in French. On February 6, 
2009, Sacha completed training in Guinea and 
was sworn in as a Peace Corps Volunteer. 
 Sacha was assigned to Kobala, a village in the
northeast part of Guinea, 25 kilometers from 
Dinguiraye and approximately 600 kilometers from 
the capital, Conakry. The village provided her 

Pushing Past ‘Scary’ — One Volunteer’s Peace Corps Experience
Interview with Sacha Manov (’04) By Lara Kilpatrick (’85)

with her own hut. Because the Peace Corps stresses 
the importance of each volunteer becoming a part 
of her/his local community, Sacha made a point 
of being present in village activities and inviting 
herself to visit with members of the village. 
 As a Peace Corps volunteer, Sacha was given 
enormous liberty to decide how to deliver the 
messages she was assigned to share with her 
village. This is a challenging aspect of serving in 
the Peace Corps anywhere – once the training 
is complete, there is so much freedom to choose 
how and what to share. At first Sacha asked 
herself, “Where do I even begin?!” 
 She started her work by helping the Kobala 
villagers create a community garden to cultivate 
moringa, a tree that grows like wildfire in tropical 
and subtropical climates, and whose leaves are very 
nutritious. Together with leaders of the community 
and the local youth association, Sacha planted 
over 250 moringa trees, while explaining the 
nutritional and environmental value of the tree. 
She then maintained a demonstration garden to 
introduce and promote growing of a wider variety 
of vitamin-rich vegetables in the community. 
 She gave ‘sensibilizations’, demonstrations 
using large flip-charts, focusing on malarial 
prevention and control, diarrheal disease control, 
nutrition, family planning, HIV/AIDS and STI 
prevention, prenatal care, and vaccinations. 
Sacha found that one of the best forums was the 
local marketplace, where she could go, gather 
people around her, and offer her ‘sensibilizations’ 

to whoever would 
stop and listen. 
       In addition to 
teaching English 
to high school 
students and a 
myriad of other 
activities, Sacha 
directed her 
energies on youth 
development and 
girls’ empowerment. 
She facilitated 

girls’ empowerment camps, offering sessions on
nutrition, malaria, diarrhea, pregnancy, sexual 
education and anatomy, methods of contraception, 
sexually transmitted diseases, image and beauty 
ideals, the dangers of skin-bleaching creams, 
female circumcision, the importance of staying 
in school, and planning for the future as 
women professionals. Sacha’s closest friend in 
Guinea lost her two-year old son to dehydration 
complications, and Sacha was deeply affected 
by this loss. She saw how easily preventable this 
death was, and how differently this would have 
been handled in a more developed country with 
better healthcare.
 Sacha coped with being in a strange place, so 
far away from friends and family by creating an 
agenda for each day that typically included hours 
dedicated to spending time with friends in the 
village, reading, teaching, and meetings – and 
painting the walls of her home. Over a four-month 
period, for fun and to relax, she painted a mural of 
village life on the inside wall of her round hut. Filling 
each day with routine made the vast unknown and 
unchartered time and place more bearable early on. 
 During the two-month training, she became a 
part of a close community of Peace Corps volunteers 
and these friends came to be very important 
through the two and a half years of Sacha’s service 
in Africa. Weekly phone calls with her mom were 
also very important. There was no cell phone signal 
in the village (everyone had cell phones, even 
if they only used them to play games!), but she 
could find a signal by walking up a nearby hill.
 Due to civil unrest, the Peace Corps temporarily 
closed its operations in Guinea and in November 
2009, Sacha transferred her service. She was assigned
to Tumasera in the central district of Botswana, 

Hiking through the bush

I caught up with Sacha Manov (’04) in Santa Cruz this summer as she was taking a 
break before heading off to graduate school at Columbia University. Sacha offered 

an insightful view into her recent stint in west and southern Africa with the Peace Corps.

Traveling by dugout canoe in the Okavango River delta



Poetry by four Mount Madonna School students was selected for inclusion in the 18th 
Annual Santa Cruz County High School Poetry Competition and Anthology earlier this year. 

Accepted into the anthology were: Children of the Old World by BY Swamy, 12th, which received 
an Honorable Mention; Blinking in Reverse by Kavi Duvvoori, 10th; Kite by Lulu Morell-Haltom, 
11th; and Lost Youth by McKenzie Caborn, 11th.
 “Congratulations to ALL the MMS students who submitted to the Santa Cruz Poetry contest. 
Competition was fierce this year with over 1,500 entries!,” says Melissa Sanders-Self, Mount 
Madonna’s high school English teacher. Sanders-Self also lectures in the Literature and Creative 
Writing departments at UCSC, and is a published author and filmmaker. 
 “Our high school students work hard in our creative writing classes to learn and master many 
different forms of poetry and I am always impressed by the moving and well-crafted results,” she says.
“The four poems selected for the anthology this year include a sestina, a concrete poem, a free verse 
poem and a villanelle. Each of them contains vivid imagery and beautiful lines of wisdom and insight.”
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400 kilometers from the capital, Gaborone. 
 In Tumasera, Sacha worked at the village health
center where she provided support and care for
people living with HIV/AIDS. She created a regis-
tration system for a couples HIV/AIDS testing event. 
In addition, she helped health education assistants 
to distribute food and weigh babies and keep records 
of information about malnutrition statistics. She 
taught a counselor and two health education 
assistants the basics of using Microsoft Word. 
 As a Peace Corps volunteer in Botswana, Sacha 
also served with the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID). She worked with 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) receiving 
funding from USAID to develop their year-long 
work plans and measurements for project success. 
 Among numerous other projects, Sacha became
involved with a local youth club, where she taught
about capacity building, fundraising, and presen-
tation skills. She wrote a lecture on alcohol abuse 
and multiple concurrent sexual partnerships, which 
the group then presented at a local clinic. She 
assisted the youth club in preparing an educational 
skit for World AIDS Day on stigma, discrimination 
and traditional medicine. Sacha also taught 
a weekly course that included basic theory of 
life skills, self-awareness, and values. All these 
experiences taught Sacha how important it is for 
policy and projects to make sense for each specific 
community, with emphasis on sustainability and 
input by country nationals.
 During her stint in the Peace Corps, Sacha 
became personally invested in her role as development 
and health worker in her villages. She discovered the 
great power of leading projects and planning events 
in another language and culture, in collaboration 
with the local villagers. The positive reception 
her ‘sensibilizations’ received was gratifying, but 
witnessing the incremental behavior change as a 
result of her work was even more rewarding. 
 Sacha completed her Peace Corps service in 
Botswana on June 17, 2011.
 What inspired Sacha to serve with the Peace 
Corps? Throughout high school and college, she 
worked with many local nonprofits. She journeyed 
to India with her mom in February of her senior 
year at MMS, and she traveled to New York and 
Washington, D.C. with the Values in American 
(now World) Thought program. Through the 
Values course, Sacha met representatives from 
Vital Voices, an NGO focusing on women’s 
leadership throughout the world, and she went 
on to serve as an intern there for two summers 

during college. These experiences all helped to 
inform her education and career goals. 
 When Sacha contemplated joining the Peace 
Corps in her junior year of college, it greatly 
intrigued and scared her. The decision to join has 
become symbolic for how she wishes to live her 
life: “Don’t play it safe. Do the craziest thing you 
really want to do. Finding my focus, this is the 
hardest thing for me, finding what I want. If you 
think you have a glimpse of it, but it seems scary, 
just go in that direction and do it.” 

 Because Sacha finds such deep fulfillment in 
learning about and being a part of cultures that 
are different from western society, she now plans 
to get her Master of International Affairs (MIA) at 
Columbia’s School of International and Public 
Affairs, where there is political and economic 
focus but also an emphasis on the social aspects.
 Sacha credits MMS with emphasizing a strong 
work ethic and showing how working hard yields 
results. MMS also gave her a “cultural sensitivity,” 
an ability to be “okay with the weirdness.” She 
says, “At MMS one gets used to dressing up as a 
monkey and being okay with that!”
 The Values class taught Sacha how to appreciate 
philosophic thought and not just live in your 
surroundings – the importance of moving and 
being moved. SN Ward Mailliard was influential 
in Sacha’s life in how he was “hard” on her – in 

Students Recognized 
in Local Poetry Competition

a good way! Through Values class studies, she 
met people who’ve done great things and showed 
her that this is attainable to anyone who works 
hard and takes on responsibilities.   
 Sacha’s other passion is dance. She credits 
Sampad Kachuck and the MMS Performing Arts 
program for building confidence and leadership 
within herself. She was given the opportunity 
to choreograph dances in the plays and this 
showed her the value in creating and carrying out 
something of one’s own. Performing arts showed 
her the intrinsic value of her own creative self-
expression. At Vassar, she participated in student-
run and college-run dance programs. She hopes to 
continue dancing at Columbia, if her schedule allows.
 Offering a few words of wisdom for MMS 
students and fellow alumni, Sacha says: “Follow 
your passion, go where your heart takes you.” 
She recommends the Peace Corps for those 
individuals who are self-sufficient, adapt easily to 
strange situations, are flexible and easily make 
friends. “Don’t think about what you ‘should’ 
do, but find what excites you. If you want to do 
something and it scares you, do it!”

“Don’t think about what you 
‘should’ do, but find what excites 
you. If you want to do something 

and it scares you, do it!”

Sacha with her neighbor in the village of Tumasera
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Alumni Notes
From the Class of…

…’86 Prabha Pacey and friends Yolanda Sangita 
Diaz-Houston ’99, Ava Mangus ’09, Joel Ford 
’95*, and Ian Rusconi ’06 performed a concert 
in Santa Cruz on May 7 benefitting the MMS 
Capital Campaign to build a new multipurpose 
gymnasium. Arjuna (Perry) Russell* and David 
adopted their second child, River Lucien Russell, 
in August 2010. 

…’90 A. Marm Kilpatrick, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at 
UC Santa Cruz and Noah Suresh Diffenbaugh, 
Ph.D., ’92, Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Earth System Science at Stanford University, along 
with a 3rd scientist, received a four-year, $2 million 
grant from the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), supporting research 
on climate change and the transmission of 
mosquito-borne diseases, including West Nile virus. 
This project “aims to understand the effects of 
climate and climate change on the distribution of 
West Nile virus in North America and its impact on 
public health” according to a UCSC release.

…’91 Sai Fernandez is an Assistant Professor 
teaching Spanish at the Defense Language 
Institute in Monterey.

…’92 Noah S. Diffenbaugh was part of a team 
of 36 scientists working on climate research who 
traveled to Washington, D.C., for the first ever 
Climate Science Day on Capitol Hill on February 17.

…’93 Laxmi (Stebbins) Wordham joined 
The Michael J. Fox Foundation as Chief Digital 
Officer in April 2011. She is responsible for the 
Foundation’s online presence as well as developing 
technology tools to better serve the Foundation’s 
mission. Laxmi lives in Manhattan with Jeff and 
their two children, Charlie and Georgia.

…’94 Ryan Oliver is now working with BUILD
and is concurrently pursing a doctorate in Educa-
tional Leadership at Northeastern University. “BUILD 
uses entrepreneurship to propel disconnected, 
low-income youth through high school to college,” 
says Ryan. “Through a four-year program that 
helps students develop and run their own small 
businesses, BUILD supplements traditional school 
with real-world business experiences and critical 
skill-building for the future.” Tobias Gaurav 
Aguirre and Jessica Yogita Zovar (former MMS 
teacher) were married in Soquel on August 13th. 
Tobias continues his work as Executive Director 

of FishWise, a nonprofit marine conservation 
organization in Santa Cruz (see 2008 Connection), 
and Jessica is completing a master’s degree in 
counseling at Brandman University.

…’95 Rami J. Vissell, Ph.D., and her husband 
River Krimmer welcomed baby Skye on January 
14th. Rami is a member of the MMS faculty. 
PK Diffenbaugh left his job as Principal at 
Sacramento High School and is now participating 
in the Doctor of Education Leadership Program at 
the Harvard Graduate School of Education, which 
aims to prepare graduates for senior leadership 
roles in school districts, government agencies and 
other sectors. Windy (Deepa) Rhodes* received 
a Master of Fine Art in Photography from San 
Jose State University.

…’99 Mallika Pettengill Bush received her 
Masters in Clinical Psychology from Antioch 
University in Los Angeles. She and husband Steve 
Bush also welcomed their daughter, Malia Kathryn 
Keerti Bush, on May 5. Kate (Katherine) Ray and 
husband Mat welcomed Henry Mathew Rariden on 
March 6. Kate and her family live in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, where Kate has her own business, Kate 
Ray Art Direction & Design. Brandon Jai Paul was 
born into the world on January 19 to happy parents 
Jenn Marcellino Paul and husband Michael. UC 
Santa Cruz graduate student, Yolanda Sangita 
Diaz-Houston, won a grant from the Rotary 
Foundation to help fund her Ph.D. dissertation 
research in India. This fall and next spring, she
plans to study the impact of education on the lives
of orphan girls at the Sri Ram Ashram in Northern
India. “I am honored to be chosen as a Rotary 
International grant recipient and to have the 
opportunity to do my dissertation research at Sri 
Ram Ashram. I first visited the orphanage as a 

MMS high school student in 1998, a trip that made 
a lasting impression on me and has now come full 
circle.” In April 2010, Marita Priya Diaz, together 
with husband Ravi Albright, founded the Anindo 
Chatterjee Institute of Tabla (ACIT) in Seattle. 
ACIT offers various tabla drumming and Indian 
music programs, workshops, master classes, 
concerts, lectures for children and adults in three 
locations in the Seattle area. More information 
at www.acitseattle.org

…’00 Zack Donoghue, together with his band 
Wooster, performed at MMS’ 5th Annual Summit for 
the Planet festival in April. Jesse Bazarnick finished 
15th at the CrossFit Norcal Regionals in June.

…’01 Joshua Lewis received a Ph.D. from UC San 
Diego in Cognitive Science. In 2010 he married 
longtime girlfriend, Lauren. He is currently doing 
research and teaching at UC San Diego. Kabir 
Fernandez* is living in Brooklyn, New York, 
working at Baggu Design Studio and pursuing 
freelance photography opportunities. Dov Rohan 
became a certified dive instructor in Thailand in 
December and worked there for five months before 
continuing his travels to Laos, Cambodia and 
Vietnam, where he continued to teach and certify 
other divers.

…’02 Galen Wolfe-Pauly received a Bachelors of 
Architecture from The Cooper Union. He is doing
freelance web development for Baggu Design Studio.

…’03 Lauren Kroeker received a M.A. from San 
Jose State University in Communicative Disorders 
& Sciences (aka Speech-Language Pathology). 

…’04 Laurén Mitchell received a B.A. in 
Psychology from the University of Texas, Austin. 
Patrick “Manimal” Barber, now a CrossFit 
Coach and living in New Zealand, placed 1st in the 

Zack Donoghue 
performs with Wooster

Jenn Marcellino Paul’s son, 
Brandon Jai Paul

Jessica Zovar & Tobias Aguirre
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Australia Regional Qualifier and then went on to 
take 8th in the men’s division of the 2011 Reebok 
CrossFit Games held in Southern California at 
the end of July – making him the “8th Most Fit 
Man on the Planet!” Pat says: “If you truly want 
something, invest everything you have in trying 
to get it and, worse comes to worse, you will have 
known you gave it everything you got.”

…’05 Bianca Blankenship received a B.A. in 
Applied Linguistics from Portland State University. 
Eyla Cuenca exhibited some of her work in a 
collaborative Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
(LACMA) and Los Angeles Unified School District 
art exhibition in October 2010. Gaia Dempsey* 
started her own digital marketing agency called 
Demeter Interactive, focusing on technology 
startups and consumer brands. “I’m happy to 
report that I’m living in LA, walking distance to 
beautiful Runyon Canyon, and business is going 
very well considering my partner and I launched 
this very recently,” she says. This spring John 
Thatcher left his job with Citigroup, Inc. in New 
York and moved to LA. He now works with Pacific 
Investment Management Company and is getting 
a certificate in Finance from UCLA. He just ran 
and fundraised over $3000 for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society in the NY City Triathlon. 

…’06 Ian Rusconi earned a B.A in Music from 
the University of British Columbia, Vancouver. 
Montgomery Wilson received a B.A. from 
Bennington College in June 2010. Anna Wolfe-
Pauly* graduated from The Evergreen State College 
with a B.A. focusing on critical theory and critical 
poetics. Megan Mitchell graduated from Carleton 
College in June 2010 with a B.A. in Biology. After 
graduating she lived in New Orleans and worked 
for Catholic Charities rebuilding houses. She is 

Mallika Pettengill Bush, 
husband Steve and baby Malia

Prabha & Friends Concert (top)
Arjuna (Perry) Russell and family (bottom)

now back in Santa Cruz and working at CrossFit. 
Devin Bhattacharya continues to work with the 
Values in World Thought program as editor and 
videographer for the recent student trips to India 
and South Africa. 

…’07 Daniel Nanas earned a B.A. in Sociology 
from UC Davis. Emily Crubaugh graduated with 
honors with a B.A. in Development Studies from 
Brown University. She received special recognition 
for her thesis on the relationship between the 2008 
financial crisis and the development of economic 
theory. Jeremy Thweatt received a B.A. from the 
University of Redlands. Before graduating, he 
enjoyed an “amazing adventure” during his final 
term, traveling to India for “conversations with 
His Holiness, the 17th Gyalwa Karmapa, Tibetan 
Buddhism’s second-highest lama, who articulated 
what Buddhism has to offer to the concerns of the 
present world, especially those of young adults.” 
John-Nuriel Vissell received a B.A., with a double 
major in Psychology and Spanish, from Lewis and 
Clark College. He is living in Portland, gardening, 
raising chickens, getting into beekeeping, and 
working as a hospice caregiver and youth mentor 
for young adults with disabilities. Jonji Barber will 
receive a B.A. in Exercise Biology from UC Davis 
this fall quarter, after he completes a healthcare 
internship in Mexico. Luke Sanders-Self received 
a B.A. in Film and Digital Media, highest honors 
in the major, from UC Santa Cruz; and Madeline 
Weston-Miles received a B.S. in Economics from 
UC Davis, with a minor in Environmental Policy 
Analysis and Planning.

…’08 Aaron Colton was accepted to The Bread 
Loaf Writers’ Conference, a summer writing 
program offered by Middlebury College, which 
will contribute credits toward earning his M.A. 

from Vassar College. In December 2010, Ashley 
England was named to the 2010 Daktronics-NAIA 
Volleyball Scholar-Athlete list. Ashley is at Loyola 
University New Orleans, majoring in English and 
international studies, and plays middle blocker. 
In unrelated news, Ashley studied in Dortmund, 
Germany for spring semester. Joanna Koda is off 
to the University of Redlands to study Business. She 
and Alexa Rosendale recently led a beach volleyball 
camp to kick off the MMS volleyball season.

…’09 Anju Abigail Lewis*, currently attending 
Cabrillo College, was recently a featured model in 
the Good Times Santa Cruz fashion issue.
*Alumni non-MMS graduates

Devin Bhattacharya Dov and PD Rohan
Rami Vissell, 
husband River and baby Skye



Class of 2011 College Acceptances:
American University
Boston College
Boston University
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo**
California State University, Channel Islands
California State University, Chico*
California State University, Fresno
California State University, Long Beach
California State University, Monterey Bay
California State University, Northridge
California State University, Stanislaus
Cabrillo College*
Chapman University
Connecticut College
Drexel University

Congratulations and Best Wishes to our 2011 Graduates!

Front row, left to right: Emma Fladeboe, Michaela Schuessler, Maya Guzman, Chelsea Bess, Susie Bryan, Kevin Koda. Back row, left to right: Lily Connor, 
Ben Mangus, Lindsey Colton, James Clifton, Danielle Quinn, BY Swamy, Emma Petersen, Noah Limbach, PK Hattis, Soma Sharan

Eckerd College
Emerson College
Evergreen State College
Full Sail University
George Washington University*
Goucher College
Hawaii Pacific University
Humboldt State University
Kalamazoo College
Lewis and Clark College
Loyola Marymount University*
Manhattan College
Occidental College
Oklahoma State University
Pitzer College 
Reed College 

Richmond, The American International 
University, London, United Kingdom
Saint Mary’s College, California
Saint Mary’s College, Indiana
San Diego State University*
San Francisco State University
San Jose State University
Santa Clara University
Schiller University, Heidelberg 
Skidmore College*
Soka University of America
Sonoma State University
Suffolk University*
The Cosmo Factory, Cosmetology School*
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley

University of California, Davis**
University of California, Los Angeles**
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz*
University of Maine
University of Nevada, Reno
University of Oregon
University of the Pacific*
University of Puget Sound
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Tampa
University of Washington
Willamette University
*denotes school selected by graduate to attend 

Mount Madonna School

491 Summit Road
Mount Madonna, California  95076
web: www.mountmadonnaschool.org
email: school@mountmadonna.org


