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Mount Madonna School’s Mission

We are a community of learners dedicated to creative, intellectual 
and ethical growth. We support our students to become caring, 
self-aware, discerning and articulate individuals. We believe a 
fulfilling life includes personal accomplishments, meaningful 
relationships and service to society.
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MOUNT MADONNA SCHOOL MISSION 

We are a community of learners dedicated to creative, intellectual and ethical growth. We 
support our students to become caring, self-aware, discerning and articulate individuals. We 
believe a fulfilling life includes personal accomplishments, meaningful relationships and 
service to society. 

We Value: 

x Our learning community, which includes students, alumni, faculty, administrators, 
staff and families 

x Intellectual inquiry that fosters a love of learning, self-discipline and perseverance 
x Continual exploration of how our students learn best 
x The development of relationships based on self-acceptance, empathy, honesty, 

integrity, respectful communication and shared experiences 
x The transformative power of the creative process 
x Experiential outdoor learning that inspires an appreciation for nature, environmental 

stewardship and a sense of well-being 

Our Environment at Mount Madonna Center 

We are hosted by Mount Madonna Center for the Creative Arts and Sciences, a residential 
community and conference center founded on the principles of yoga, and dedicated to non-
harming, self-development and service to society. The values and the beauty of the Center’s 
355 acre redwood forest provide a supportive and inspirational context in which our school 
learning community thrives. 

Mount Madonna School Philosophy 

We pursue our values and mission through the integration of Academic Excellence, Creative 
Self-Expression and Positive Character Development. These principles permeate all we do, 
and bring depth, meaning and enthusiasm to learning at MMS. 

Academic Excellence 

We offer a balanced academic program that is developmentally appropriate and prepares 
students to become life-long learners. With the understanding that children learn best by 
doing, the Lower School provides a stimulating, secure environment where students build a 
strong foundation of skills through exploration, critical thinking, inquiry and problem 
solving. The Upper School builds student independence by providing opportunities and 
challenges that develop initiative and discipline, preparing students for college and beyond. 

Our multi-faceted curriculum engages students through: 

x Cognitive learning - critical thinking, reading, writing and speaking skills; scientific 
and mathematical investigation; research and problem solving 

x Experiential learning- outdoor education; performances; science life labs; service 
projects; personal interviews; domestic and international travel 

x Reflective learning -  self-inquiry; journaling; dialogue; presentations; collective 
problem solving; creative projects 
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These processes encourage curiosity and help students develop a personal commitment to 
learning. We want our students to know that trial and error and mistakes are essential to 
growth and new understanding. 

 Creative Self-Expression 

Creative self-expression is part of all academic coursework. We integrate creative arts and 
academics with the belief that they are mutually reinforcing. This allows students to 
discover new gifts and talents and overcome self-perceived limitations. 

All students study acting, voice, dance, art, creative writing, and participate in the 
performing arts program. Our productions demonstrate and encourage the collaborative 
process. Here, individual effort and a willingness to contribute to the greater whole results 
in an inspiring and fulfilling experience. Performance builds self-confidence, and 
collaboration prepares students for effective working relationships well beyond their school 
years. 

Positive Character Development 

We recognize that each student’s character is influenced at school by the interaction of the 
explicit and implicit curriculum. The explicit curriculum is found in the choice of content, 
activities and materials that shape our program. The implicit curriculum is expressed in our 
school culture through relationships, teacher modeling and classroom practices. These 
dynamic processes create a context that promotes learning and positive character 
development. 

We encourage relationships that build trust and safety between teacher and student, peer to 
peer, and all members of our school community. We focus on learning that brings forth 
thinking and discussions of ethical relevance. We strive to create opportunities for students 
to engage in open and honest communication. We work closely with families to encourage a 
thoughtful exchange of ideas around the many issues that confront youth in our modern 
society. 

We create opportunities for older students to mentor and care for younger students through 
school-wide activities including theater productions, buddy programs and athletic events. 
We teach and model responsible citizenship through service projects, civic participation and 
environmental stewardship. 

We offer techniques to support healthy living, reduce stress, enhance physical fitness, and 
increase personal reflection using yoga and other awareness practices. 

Our faculty and families are dedicated to values such as empathy, honesty, forgiveness, 
respect, cooperation, generosity and kindness. We work together as a community to take 
responsibility, to practice self-reliance, exercise leadership and integrity, and to assist and 
care for one another. 
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The Arts 
Mount Madonna School has a comprehensive program in Visual and Performing Arts that spans the seven years
of middle and high school.  All students are required to take all of the Arts classes; they are not elective.  This 
includes a full-time commitment to Musical Theater productions in all grades.  All students audition and 
participate actively in two productions each year.  In addition, students in grades 6-10 spend time in the Fine Arts 
Studio developing visual arts technique.  Classes in Dance, Music, and Digital Art complete the Arts offerings.   

Performing Arts (Grades 6-12)
Along with providing a platform for expanding skills in all aspects of musical theatre, Performing Arts at Mount 
Madonna presents a dynamic opportunity for students to engage in collaborative community building. Students 
learn not only about theatre, but also about the importance of respect, responsibility, accountability, mutual 
support and openness to one another. In the first quarter, after participating in song share, students engage in the 
audition process, including prepared dance, songs, scenes or monologues.  The class provides an opportunity to 
discover individual strengths, talents and confidences. Even more importantly, students work together in a larger 
context to develop community and to foster the positive qualities of teamwork, support, and respect for each other. 
Theatrically, this is a course less about acting, dancing and singing in isolation and more about putting truth on 
stage.   

Middle School Fine Art (Grades 6-8)
Middle school students spend time in the art studio learning the basic skills of technique and craftsmanship in 
visual art.  Students learn perspective, color theory, draftsmanship, and 2D and 3D design.  Students explore 
multiple media and are encouraged to discover and explore their own creative process.   

Art Studio (Grades 9 and 10)
Students in High School expand their studio art techniques.  The classes study anatomy, line drawing, print-
making, color-mixing and painting, and composition.  Students receive and give art critiques and develop their 
sense of discernment and reflection as part of the creative process.  Students explore aesthetics and observation 
skills. 

Dance (Grades 6-8)
Middle School students take a weekly course in dance movement and technique from around the world. Students 
keep a journal and develop knowledge and appreciation for different styles of dance. The class works on self-
expression as well as skills development in patterns, motion, vocabulary, choreography and anatomy. 

Music (Grades 6-10)
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Students in music class learn to use and appreciate their unique voice through solo exploration and ensemble 
performance preparation.  Basic music theory and aural skills combine with an emphasis on vocal technique 
to improve student confidence in the ability to create music. 

Digital Art (Grade 9) 
Digital Art is a semester long course which meets for 1 period every week. Students are introduced to the basic 
tools of powerful design and image editing software, Adobe InDesign and Photoshop. Students engage in the 
important brainstorming process of thumbnail sketching, in which they sketch their ideas in before deciding on a 
direction for each project. Sketching is done using pencil and paper as well as computer software (Adobe InDesign 
and Photoshop). Students are led through the process of designing and producing a poster and a greeting card.  
Students are asked to consider basic design elements of line, shape, color, texture and space. The overall 
composition of an art piece is of paramount importance; students are challenged to consider the way that each 
aspect of their art contributes to a finished product.  

Digital Photography (Grade 10)
In Digital Photography, students learn how to take and edit photographs as an outlet for self-expression.  Students 
learn portraiture and digital art techniques.  In addition, students are asked-to develop the ability to understand 
how others express their views and vision through photography.  The class requires production of quality 
photographs for use in social media and blogs. 

Yearbook (Grade 12)
During senior year, students learn the techniques of page layout and digital graphic design as they produce an all-
school yearbook.  The class progresses over the entire year.  Seniors are responsible for coordinating with members 
of the school community across divisions to ensure the yearbook meets the needs of everyone.  Students gain 
competence with current software tools in graphic design. 
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English 
Mount Madonna School is committed to preparing students to communicate effectively in college and beyond using the English
Language.  A rigorous study of literature and encouragement of creative writing skills allow students to see beyond the surface of 
a text and appreciate deeper meanings.  All students in High School are invited to read their creative writing before the 
community at the school’s annual Creative Writing Reading.  Students study literature from many cultures and periods of history 
throughout the program, while grounding their studies in the classic cannon of literature.  The program emphasizes self-
reflection and discovery through dialogue. 

Goals of the English Program
In persuasive writing, graduates can substantiate their opinions with supporting details, research, facts, and 

descriptions.  Students can bring their reader into an experience, and show rather than tell the reader a perspective.  Students 
utilize craft, structure, transitioning, sentence fluency, and proper grammar.  Students have skills in the formation, structure, 
and relationship of sentences, paragraphs, and complete essays.  Students understand the writing and revision process.   

As analysts of literary works, students can use figurative language as well as a broad vocabulary of literary terms to 
approach literature concretely and abstractly. In addition, students understand their own connections to literature and the 
context and filters through which they read.  Students have knowledge of multiple genres of literature including works from their 
own and different cultures, and both contemporary and classic works.  Graduates of the program are adept at inferring meaning 
in literature and understand the relationships between plot, character, and theme. 

As authors, students can explore their identity and that of others through storytelling. Students can interact and 
communicate in their community and classroom competently, sharing personal ideas and analysis and listening to the ideas of 
others.  Students use voice and word choice with intention to express themselves through writing.  Students are comfortable with 
ambiguity and expand their continuum of reactions and responses to life through writing and storytelling. 

Structure of the Program
In middle school, all students take English Class 4-5 periods each week.  This continues through the high school years, with the 
addition of Creative Writing classes for grades 9, 10, and 12.  In eleventh grade, students have the option of taking English for 
Advanced Placement credit; the course follows the recommended College Board AP Curriculum and students completing the 
work are eligible to take the AP exam for college credit.  
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(honors(option)(

English(11(with(AP(
English(Literature(

Option(

English(12(
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Foreign Language  
Mount Madonna School has a comprehensive program in Spanish Language.  All students study Spanish for six years in grades

6-11, with the option to take an additional semester of Spanish as seniors.  The program emphasizes spoken and written 
communication with local and global Spanish speakers.   Cultural learning and understanding is another program highlight. 

Middle School Spanish (Grades 6-8)
Sixth grade students begin their study of Spanish Language by learning greetings, introductions, titles of respect, and words of 
courtesy.  Students gain basic conversational skills, reading comprehension, and basic oral comprehension.  The middle school 
program fosters empathy for people of different cultures and communication skills.  By eighth grade, students are expected to 
conjugate verbs in present tense and preterite,and to develop the ability to step outside their comfort zone in conversations with 
other Spanish speakers.  Students learn to appreciate the art, music, food, and traditions of Spanish-speaking communities locally 
and around the world.  Courses are taught primarily in Spanish using the direct-method. 

High School Spanish (Grades 9-12)
Over the three required years of Spanish Language learning, high school students are expected to gain the ability to hold a deep 
conversation in Spanish that utilizes multiple verb tenses to express nuanced ideas.  Students are also expected to read and 
comprehend basic literature in Spanish by the end of eleventh grade.  The program emphasizes current events and politics 
affecting Spanish-speaking people locally and globally.  Students study Latino culture and traditions around the world.  Students 
are expected to utilize preterite tense, imperfect tense, adverbs, subjunctive tenses, present and past participles, future tense, 
and conditional tense in reading, writing, and speaking by the end of eleventh grade.  Students who want to extend their High 
School study of Spanish can take an additional semester of college preparatory Spanish in twelfth grade. 

Middle&
School&
Spanish&

Spanish&I&
(9th&

Grade)&

Spanish&II&
(10th&
Grade)&

Spanish&III&
(11th&
Grade)&

Spanish&IV&
(one&
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Mathematics      
Mount Madonna School provides the opportunity for students to become Algebra-ready by eighth grade, and for all High
School students to complete at least one Advanced Placement Math class by the time they graduate. High School students are 
required to take four years of college preparatory mathematics. The Middle School program focuses on developing students’ 
confidence around mathematical thinking while allowing students to progress at a pace that reflects their motivation and interest. 
The goal of our Math program is to allow math to “sing” for every student. Students progress as they are ready and should 
graduate as lifelong users of Mathematics. 

Math 6 and Math 7 
In sixth and seventh grade, students learn all the skills needed to prepare them for a rigorous Algebra course in the 8th grade.  
Teachers use the direct method of teaching in conjunction with group and exploratory practices using multiple resources. Units 
include Ratios, Rates and Proportional Reasoning, Percents, Arithmetic including Fraction, Rational Numbers, Expressions and 
Equations, Geometry, Statistics and Probability, which are offered in concert with science projects so that students can observe 
math in action. 

STEAM-6 and STEAM-7 
STEAM stands-for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics. This class is targeted at students who understand 
math better when they see it in the context of another subject. In one block period per week, students use their mathematical 
brains to study Music Theory, Computer Programming, Choreography and Math, and Engineering. 

Math Lab Intensive for Grades 6 and 7 
This class is targeted at 6th and 7th graders who have a strong interest and/or strength in mathematics and a desire to work hard 
exploring the subject at a deeper level. The class progresses through Elementary Algebra, working the most difficult problem sets 
available for each unit. It is offered at the same time as STEAM and is intended to prepare students to be successful in a combined 
Algebra I/II course in the 8th grade. 

Algebra I 
This course provides students with a strong foundation for further studies of mathematics. Students learn to recognize and apply 
advanced tools for attacking word problems and increase their ability to use observation and reasoning skills. Small class sizes 
allow students to master algebraic concepts in this class. Topics covered include Rational Expressions, Manipulating and 
Factoring Polynomials, Manipulating and Applying Fractions, Functions and Linear Equations, Systems of Linear Equations, 
Inequalities, Rational and Irrational Numbers including Radical Expressions, and the Quadratic Formula. 

Algebra II (honors option) 
In this class, students build on what they have learned in their Algebra I course and deepen their interaction with the 
fundamentals of mathematics.  Topics include Linear Equations and Functions, Polynomials, Rational and Irrational Numbers, 
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Quadratic Functions and Graphing, Geometry, and Exponential and Logarithmic Functions.  Honors students reach deeper into 
the material and explore more challenging applications of the material being presented. 

Algebra I/II   

In this class, students who demonstrated readiness through their 6th and 7th grade years, in 8th grade progress rapidly through 
Algebra I in the first semester.  In the second semester, students review, perfect and expand their skills through the Algebra II 
concepts.  Entrance to this course requires the 7th grade teacher’s recommendation as well as successful completion of Math Lab 
Intensive in 7th grade. 

Geometry (honors option)  
In Geometry, students maintain and use their algebra skills while applying those skills to Geometric problems and reasoning.  
Students practice proofs and advanced problem-solving skills. All the basic postulates of Euclidian Geometry are covered; 
students also study the Pythagorean Theorem, Coordinate Geometry, Surface Area, Perimeter and Volume, and Solid Geometry. 
Honors students take a more theoretical approach; non-honors students follow more hands-on learning.  
Pre-Calculus (honors option)  
This class covers the knowledge and skills necessary to prepare students for a college-level Calculus class. Some major topics 
include Transformations of Functions, Solving and Graphing Advanced and Inverse Trigonometric Functions, Polar Coordinates 
and Vectors, Analytical Geometry, early Linear Algebra with Matrices, Solid Geometry treated as Coordinate Geometry, 
Probability, Sequences and Series, and the concepts of Limits and Rates of Change.  Honors students are expected to show a 
deeper knowledge of all material and take more challenging weekly exams. 

AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC  
These courses are college-level mathematics courses focused on preparing students to take either the Calculus AB or Calculus BC 
exams.  They each follow curriculum currently recommended and approved by the College Board.  Topics include Functions, 
Limits, Derivatives and their Applications, Techniques of Integration, Applications of Integrals and Infinite Series.  AP Calculus 
AB covers Limits, Derivatives, basic Integrals and their Applications.  AP Calculus BC revisits many of the AB topics with more 
complex applications and interpretations and focuses on advanced Integration Methods, Calculus of Parametric Equations and 
Infinite Series. 

AP Statistics and Statistics 

Curriculum for this course follows AP Statistics curriculum approved by the College Board and is designed to introduce students 
to the uses of analytical data.  This course draws connections between all aspects of the statistical process, including Exploring 
Data, Sampling and Experimentation, Anticipating Patterns, and Statistical Inference. Additionally, using the vocabulary of 
statistics this course will teach students how to use and communicate statistical methods, results and interpretations using a year-
long project of their own design.  The two courses are taught in the same classroom and students electing not to take the “AP” 
course have different expectations on homework and take different exams, although the same material is presented to all the 
students.  
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Science  
Mount Madonna School offers a comprehensive 6th-12th grade science program based on the recommendations of current

research, the Next Generation Science Standards, and our experience with 21st Century Skills.  Middle School students follow a 
hands-on process-based inquiry program that encompasses the recommendations in the NGSS, while using legacy projects 
developed in collaboration with Dr. Art Sussman of WestEd.  In High School, students follow a traditional three-year cycle 
starting with Physics first followed by Chemistry and Biology.  In addition, all student complete an in-depth Marine Science 
program and choose between AP Physics or Science with Humanity, an honors laboratory capstone course in life sciences and 
bioethics.  All students graduate with five total years of High School Science. 

Middle School Science 
In sixth and seventh grade, students learn Earth and Space Science, Life Science, and Physics by using the scientific process in 
hands-on experiments and projects.  All students are required to complete a major inquiry-based science experiment and present 
their results.  Students also study science from textbooks and in the field.  In eighth grade, students study Chemistry and Physics 
through guided practice in the laboratory, and each student completes a major electrical engineering project. 

Physics 9
Physics is an introductory course based on exploration, concept development, and application in the laboratory.  The course 
requires a solid grasp of variable manipulation and the use of algebraic formulas.  Major topics studied include Newtonian 
Mechanics, Properties of Matter, Thermodynamics, Sound and Light, Electricity and Magnetism, and the Gas Laws. 

Chemistry 10 (Honors option) 
This course begins with subatomic particles and ends with cells, going from small to large arrangements of matter.  Student study 
a traditional algebra-based course in Inorganic Chemistry for the first semester; topics include atomic structure, stoichiometry, 
reaction dynamics, solutions, and acid/base reactions.  During second semester, students progress through Organic Chemistry, 
Biochemistry, and Genetics including hands-on electrophoresis and genetic transformations.  Second semester labs comply with 
AP Biology labs. 

Biology 11 (Honors option) 
Students study environmental, organismic, and evolutionary Biology in depth.  A grounding of concepts in evolution begins the 
year.  Students complete a captive enrichment project that allows them to build on their knowledge of animal behavior.  
Additional topics include botany, animal diversity, anatomical systems, development, and ecology.  Students gain excellent 
microscopy skills and complete labs from the AP Biology series. 

Page 15



Honors Science with Humanity (12th Grade) 
This class is a survey of college-level topics in Life Science with an emphasis on bioethics.  It is an honors laboratory course with 
Physics, Chemistry, and Biology as prerequisites.  The central questions of the class are, “what can science tell us about being a 
human being,” and “what are the ethics of using the tools we’ve developed in science?”  Major units in the class are biomedical 
technology, physical anthropology, psychology, environmental science, and physiology of illegal drugs. 

Advanced Placement Physics (12th Grade) 
Advanced Physics follows the current College Board recommendation on the topics and content for AP Physics.  This course is 
calculus-based.  Students in this class are eligible to take the AP Physics exam in the Spring. 

Marine and Oceanographic Sciences 
This is a two-year program that all students take in 9th and 10th grade that provides one year of credit.  Much of the learning in the 
program occurs at the USC Wrigley Center for Environmental Science on Catalina Island.  Students cover Marine Biology during 
9th grade and learn field science underwater as well as microscopy techniques.  Marine Biology is considered a semester science 
elective.  During sophomore year, students study physical oceanography then assist in research projects at the Wrigley Centers’ 
labs and field locations.  The course includes study, building, and use of real Remote Operated Vehicles and taking ethograms in 
the field.  Oceanography is a one-semester honors-level laboratory science elective. 
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Social Emotional Learning
Mount Madonna School’s commitment to Positive Character Development shows in the number of classes and experiences
dedicated in part or in full to Social Emotional Learning.  The principles of character development permeate all the curricula at 
the school, including academics.  In addition, the SEL program dedicates many classes and experiences almost exclusively to 
character education.    

Life Skills (Grades 6-11)
In Life Skills, students and teachers divide time between processing issues that arise in the school community with an intentional 
process of dialogue, and learning practical skills to prepare for life after high school.  Life skills classes examine digital citizenship 
and gain media literacy.  They also prepare for shopping, cooking, job skills, and even auto maintenance.  Dialoging sessions 
examine emotional safety and trust in the group, and how individuals balance their goals with the needs of the community.  
Students learn about nutrition and self-care, and 8th-12th graders learn about human sexuality. 

Yoga (Grades 6-8, 11, 12)
Students in Yoga class learn how to use the techniques of breathing, meditation, and Yoga postures to increase concentration and 
relaxation. Students learn self-control and self-awareness while developing strength and flexibility. Yoga is required for all 
Middle School students once per week throughout the year; it is also offered to High School students as an elective. 

Outdoor Adventure (Grades 6-8)
The Outdoor Adventure class uses the 355 acre campus at Mount Madonna to learn about connecting to the natural 
environment.  Students learn how to identify local flora and fauna on hikes and trail runs.  In addition, students learn a survival-
skills curriculum with activities such as shelter-building, first-aid, and water catchment and filtration. 

Values in American and World Thought (Grades 11, 12)
“Values” is a capstone course that spans 11th and 12th grades, and incorporates trips to Washington D.C., and South Africa or 
India.  Students prepare for interviews with world leaders by studying their written work, and analyzing it through reflective 
dialogue, journaling, presentations, and essay writing.  Past interviewees include Nobel Laureates F.W. de Klerk, Bishop 
Desmund Tutu, and the Dalai Lama. Students spend time with other schools and non-profit organizations around the world in the 
program.  Curriculum materials include A World of Ideas: Volumes I and II by Bill Moyers.  The aim of the Values in American and 
World Thought program is to develop capacities of self-awareness and to support an ongoing inquiry into the values that inform 
our actions and our life purpose. Students are expected to strengthen their ability to engage in positive and mutually beneficial 
relationships with each other and with their communities.  
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Middle School Learning Journey (Grades 6-8)
The Mount Madonna Middle School spends the first week of school on a waste-free camping experience that includes learning 
experiences in Riparian, Marine, and Redwood ecosystems.  Students participate in leadership and team-building activities 
designed to develop their skills at interfacing with their community outside their family of origin.  Students keep self-reflective 
and scientific journals.  The eighth grade spends two nights of the journey on an intensive primitive backpacking experience. 

High School Learning Journey (Grades 9-12)
The High School spends the first week of school on a challenging whitewater rafting and open-air camping trip.  Students are 
challenged to face their fears and learn to rely on their community of teachers and peers for support as they engage with the 
outdoor environment on the American River. 

Rite of Passage (Grade 8)
Eighth graders spend two nights in silent self-reflection on a solo camping experience at the end of middle school.  On this trip, 
students learn about themselves and their process of self-discovery by contending with boredom and a lack of technology.  They 
also explore traditional and historical rites of passage, and return to process their experience with the community of parents and 
teachers. 

Catalina Environmental Leadership Program (Grade 9)
In ninth grade, students spend a week in the spring at the Catalina Environmental Leadership Program.  Students are asked to face 
their fears on a high ropes course, a climbing wall, and underwater in close encounters with marine animals.  Students step out of 
their comfort zone and develop their capacity for understanding others in leadership activities and challenging travel situations 
without technological devices. 

Performing Arts (Grades 6-12)
Along with providing a platform for expanding skills in all aspects of musical theatre, Performing Arts at Mount Madonna 
presents a dynamic opportunity for students to engage in collaborative community building. Students learn not only about 
theatre, but also about the importance of respect, responsibility, accountability, mutual support and openness to one another. In 
the first quarter, after participating in song share, students engage in the audition process, including prepared dance, songs, 
scenes or monologues.  The class provides an opportunity to discover individual strengths, talents and confidences. Even more 
importantly, students work together in a larger context to develop community and to foster positive qualities of teamwork, 
support, and respect for each other. Theatrically, this is a course less about acting, dancing and singing in isolation and more 
about putting truth on stage.   
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Social Studies
Mount Madonna School is committed to preparing students to have an exceptional understanding of the historical, political,
and cultural context of their place in the world.  Our social studies program prepares our students to be active participants in 
their community at all levels.  The program focuses-on producing global citizens capable of discernment and effective civic 
action.  During middle school, students study the ancient world, medieval and renaissance times, and US History.  High School 
students study World History, Government, and US History.  They also complete a two-year capstone course in Values in 
American and World Thought which includes international and domestic travel.  Students also take World Religions and can 
choose American Women’s’ History senior year.   

World History 6 and 7
In sixth and seventh grade, students learn about ancient cultures from all over the world, then progress to a focus on European 
History in seventh grade.  Students begin with the Paleolithic era and end with the Renaissance in a two-year study of the history 
of the world.  Lessons are presented in a hands-on, creative environment that includes projects, research, academic writing, and 
discussion.  Specifically, students build their skills at both persuasive and narrative writing. 

U.S. History 8
In eighth grade, students begin with the American Revolution and analyze history and events through the Civil War.  A strong 
emphasis is placed on critical thinking, discussion, and persuasive writing.  Students learn how to revise and edit their written 
work to prepare them for the demands of High School. 

World History 9
This course gives students a balanced, comprehensive understanding of global history through practice in all forms of student 
literacy—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—and advancement of skills in notetaking, research and analysis of both 
primary and secondary sources, and geography.  The course will trace themes in world history such as revolution, slavery, 
colonialism, nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, migrations, religion, economics, warfare, and globalization. 

U.S. History 10 with AP Option
This course is a one-year chronological survey of U.S. History from the age of exploration to the present day.   Students develop 
a balanced, comprehensive understanding of United States history through practice.  Students are expected to leave the class with 
the ability to express ideas clearly in analytical and persuasive writing, incorporating the use of evidence.  Students selecting the 
AP option will be eligible to take the College Board AP United States History Exam in the spring. 

U.S. Government with AP Option (11th Grade)
All MMS Students revisit US History through the lens of Government in their junior year.  Students also take Values in  American 
and World Thought during junior year, which includes a Government-in-Action trip to Washington DC.  Students in the AP 
option study Government with more depth, and are eligible to take the College Board AP U.S. Government Exam in the spring.  
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The course covers topics such as policymaking, political institutions and their functions, the evolution of civil rights and liberties 
in America, and how citizens in America organize and communicate around political interests. 

American (U.S.) Women’s History (12th Grade) 
This senior elective course is a survey of Women’s History from colonial times to the turn of the 21st century.  Themes in the 
class include work, family, religion, sexuality, and politics.  In addition to reading about the lives of women, the question of 
gender and how it has historically been defined according to class, race, religion, and other categories is covered.  Current events 
are discussed in addition to chronological history. 

World Religions (12th Grade) 
In this course students explore seven religious traditions in a variety of ways. Students use the textbook, look at primary religious 
sources, explore art and music associated with each religious tradition and have first hand interactions with religious practitioners 
and traditions. 

Values in American and World Thought I/II (11th/12th Grade)
“Values” is a Capstone course in Social Studies that spans 11th and 12th grades, and incorporates trips to Washington D.C., and 
South Africa or India.  Students connect to leaders making a difference through face-to-face interviews in these locations, and 
prepare for the occasion by reading the interviewee’s books and studying their work in an analytical setting that includes 
reflective dialogue, journaling, presentations, and essay writing.  Past interviewees include a wide range of people in the U.S, as 
well as Nobel Laureates F.W. de Klerk and Bishop Desmund Tutu.  Students have interviewed the Dalai Lama and spent time 
with other schools and non-profit organizations around the world in the program.  Curriculum materials include A World of Ideas: 
Volumes I and II by Bill Moyers.  The aims of the “Values in American and World Thought” program are to develop capacities of 
self-awareness and to support an ongoing inquiry into the values that inform our actions and our life purpose. Students are 
expected to strengthen their ability to engage in positive and mutually beneficial relationships with each other and with their 
communities.  
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MMS Arts 
Core Competencies for Graduates 

Area 1: Technical Skil ls 

1.1 Students have a strong foundation in the skills required for dance, theater, and music productions on the live stage. 

1.2 Students understand color theory, perspective, design, and draftsmanship using multiple media in hands-on fine art.  

1.3 Students can successfully produce high-quality digital photographs, art, and layouts for publishing online and on 
paper. 

1.4 Students have acquired a vocabulary in the techniques of art across music, theater, dance, and visual art. 

Area 2:  Creativity through the Arts 

2.1 Students can express creativity through physical movement in dance, yoga, and acting. 

2.2 Students show flexibility of ideation and a wide exploration of creative options and solutions across arts disciplines. 

2.3 Students continue to develop their capacity to let go of fear and the paralysis of perfectionism to allow creative 
openness and a flow of ideas. 

Area 3:  Arts Appreciation 

3.1 Students understand the role of art in a community both as a process and a product.  
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3.2 Students have observational skills that allow them to see meaning and multiple possibilities in others’ works of art in 
music, theatre, dance, and visual art. 
 
3.3 Students can view a work of art from any domain and understand, or question, cultural and historical context. 
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MMS Upper School Arts Curriculum Map 
Grade 
Level 

Topic Central Questions Concepts/Units Academic Skills, Special Projects 

6-12 Performing 
Arts 

What is the role of 
community in Theatre?  
 
What is my process for 
acknowledging my fears 
concerning investment in 
the activities of the class 
and production, and 
working through them? 
 
How do I honor and 
respect myself and 
others? 
 
How do I access a 
character other than my 
own? 
 
What is my focal point, 
and can I put my 
concentration on 
something beyond 
myself? 
 
How do I become aware 

Musical Theatre Production: 
Auditions, Literature, Rehearsal, 
Performance, Reflection 
 
Respect and Honoring, 
Community, Self-Awareness, 
Discipline and Responsibility 
 
 

Progressive skills development in Acting, 
Singing, Dance, and Theatrical Production 
 
Understanding literature through art; Plot; 
Character; Vocabulary of dance, theater, and 
music  
 
Musical Theatre Production, Auditions, 
Applying skills of Critical Analysis to the 
Literature-Script, Rehearsal and Performance, 
Reflection 
 
 
Song Share 
 
Auditions 
 
Character Project 
 
Musical Theatre Production (Middle School and 
High School Separate) 
 
All-School Production of The Ramayana 
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of everyone in the room 
and contribute to a safe 
environment for growing 
and taking risks? 

How do I accept myself 
where I am at on the path 
to perfection? 

6, 7, 8 Dance How do I use physical 
movement for creative 
self -expression? 

How do cultures around 
the world use dance in 
community? 

How do I gain accuracy in 
movement, force and 
energy skills, and 
techniques in dance from 
multiple traditions and 
disciplines? 

Knowledge and appreciation of 
dance from different techniques, 
Dance from around the world, 
Learning choreography, 
Developing technique, Vocabulary 
of movement and dance 

1.1, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Movement and rhythm, spatial awareness, 
empathy with other dancers, journaling, 
memory and accuracy, coordination and 
muscular development, anatomy, mathematical 
patterns in movement 

Visiting artists: world dance 

6, 7, 8 Fine Art How do we explore our 
innate creative powers as 
humans? 

How do we train 
ourselves to produce art 
rather than just to react? 

Technique/Craftsmanship, Color 
Theory, Perspective, Line, 
Draftsmanship, 2D/3D design, 
Observational Skills, Expression, 
Multi-Media Skills 

Spatial Awareness, Negative and 
Positive Space, Creative 
Collaboration 

Hand-eye coordination, Visual sensory skills, 
Observational skills, Creative process and 
brainstorming, Figure proportions, Basic visual 
anatomy 

Collaborative Public Art 
Observational Drawing 
Color Mixing 
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1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

 

9, 10 Art Studio How do we explore our 
innate creative powers as 
humans? 
 
How do we train 
ourselves to produce art 
rather than just to react? 
 
How do we develop our 
creative powers to help 
us function as active 
citizens? 

Exploration of subject matter, 
Craftsmanship and technique, 
Receiving and giving critiques, 
Observational study, Visual and 
aesthetic sensory training 
 
Composition, observation, spatial 
awareness, creation vs. reaction, 
creative collaboration, visual 
problem solving 
 
1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Line control, observational accuracy, hand-eye 
coordination, creative process, embracing 
failure and rejection as a learning tool, 
draftsmanship in two and three dimensions, 
multi-media skills, anatomy. 
 
Collaborative Public Art 
Print Making 
Group Critique 
Observational Study 
 

9 Digital Art How do we explore our 
innate creative powers in 
the digital domain? 
 
How do we express 
ideas, thoughts and 
emotions visually? 
 
Can we broaden our 
range of tools for 
expressing ourselves and 
our community visually?  

Intro to basic skills of Adobe 
InDesign and Photoshop 
 
Composition of a page for print or 
web 
 
Brainstorming process / thumbnail 
sketching 
 
Combine digital and analog media 

Creative self-expression 
 
Critical thinking 
 
Expressing ideas in multiple visual  
Formats 
 
Elements and principles of design 
 
Design and produce a poster 
 
Design  and produce a greeting card 
 

10 Digital 
Photography 

How do I represent and 
express my views and 
vision using the tools of 
photography? 

Camera features, aperture and 
depth of field, downloading and 
organizing, Photoshop, Social 
Media communication with 

Photoshoots and editing before and after class, 
production of high quality photographs for use 
in the school yearbook, production of 
photographs for use in a blog 
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How can photographs 
show the deeper 
meaning in others’ views 
and vision? 

photographs 

6-10 Music How do I use my voice to 
make music? 

How do I work with 
others to make music? 

How do I use listening in 
the music making 
process? 

Music listening, Music theory 
exploration, Choral singing and 
performance, Aural skills 
acquisition 

Self-acceptance of my own unique 
voice, Music is inside of me, Music 
is vast and wonderful 

1.1, 1.4, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Rehearsal etiquette, basic music theory, 
preparation of an ensemble piece 

Sight singing and aural skills 
Development of general musical skill 

12 Yearbook What are the tools of 
page layout and graphic 
design? 

How does one coordinate 
a visual art project that 
effects and encompasses 
a community? 

Layouts, graphic design, 
photography, visual skills, project 
management 

1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Visual composition 
Visual brainstorming (storyboard development) 
Time management 
Developing familiarity with professional 
software 
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Arts Program Alignment with Mount Madonna School 

Academic Excellence: 

--The program requires 7.0 years of rigorous performing arts curriculum. 
-- The program is not targeted-at any standardized test as we expect our students and teachers to spend more time 
going deeply into topics and accessing their human desire to attain mastery.   

Positive Character Development: 

--The program aims to empower global citizens who understand the place of arts in global communities and local 
communities. 
--The program includes both collaborative projects and projects that encourage individual creativity and empowerment. 

Creative Self Expression: 

--Students are asked-to identify and explore their own creative process. 
--In many courses students keep creative personal learning journals. 
--Courses include many open-ended projects in which there is no single correct answer or product required. 
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MMS English Language Learning 
Core Competencies for Graduates 

Area 1: Writing Skil ls 

1.1 In persuasive writing, students can substantiate their opinions with supporting details, research, facts, and 
descriptions. 

1.2 Students can bring their reader into an experience and show rather than tell the reader a perspective.  

1.3 Students utilize craft, transitioning, sentence fluency, and proper grammar. 

1.4 Students have skills in the formation, structure, and relationship of sentences, paragraphs, and complete essays. 

1.5 Students understand that writing is revising. Students understand the dynamic relationship with their created work and 
can receive feedback and adjust. 

Area 2:  Analysis of Literary Works 

2.1 Students can use figurative language as well as a broad vocabulary of literary terms to approach literature concretely 
and abstractly.  

2.2 Students understand their own connections to literature and the context and filters through which they read. 
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2.3 Students have knowledge of multiple genres of literature including works from their own and different cultures, and 
both contemporary and classic works. 
 
2.4 Students infer meaning in literature and understand the relationships between plot, character, and theme. 
 
Area 3:  English Language and Self Development 
 

2.1 Students can explore identity through storytelling.  
 
2.2 Students can interact and communicate in their community and classroom competently, sharing personal ideas and 
analysis and listening to the ideas of others. 
 
2.3 Students use voice and word choice with intention to express themselves through writing. 
 
2.4 Students are comfortable with ambiguity and expand their continuum of reactions and responses to life through 
writing and storytelling. 
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MMS Upper School English Language Curriculum Map 
Grd. Topic Central Questions Concepts/Units Academic Skills, 

Special Projects 
6 English 6 How do we express ourselves in written form? 

What are the different forms of written expression and 
how are they structured? 
How do we effectively communicate? 
How does literature improve our understanding of 
human nature/humanity? 

What devices/structures are used 
in literature 
Understanding cultural, ethical 
and historical concepts in 
literature 
Differentiate between writing 
styles and forms 
Voice and point of view in writing 
and literature 
Narrative writing 
Literary devices 
structures used in poetry   
Writer’s workshop  
Writer’s process/writing is revising 
Components of story/narrative 
Exposure to different types of 
writing: fable, myth, novel, poetry, 
scripts, short story, memoir, 
expository essay 
Journal writing 

Response to literature 
Poetry writing 
Identify parts of speech  
Vocabulary development  
Voice/word choice 
development 
Research skills 
Sentence fluency and 
organization of ideas in 
writing 
Paragraph and essay 
structures in expository 
writing 
Peer conferencing/editing 
Editing/revision process 
Writing a narrative  
. 

7, 8 English 7 
and 

As a reader, writer and thinker, am I willing to let other 
voices and experiences, both inside the class and more 
importantly outside of it, especially those different from 
my own, stir not just my critical thinking, but also my own 

LITERATURE AND READING-In 
reading, students experience 
multiple genres of literature- 
short stories, plays, poems, essays 

Students write often; 
writing is a muscle that 
needs development. By 
the end of the school year, 
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English 8 empathy and curiosity?  
 
Can we see literature, any and all, as a gateway to human 
experience and humanity? Can we find some connection 
to the works studied in class, either in terms of craft or 
content or both? Even if I directly oppose the thematic 
purposes and character choices within the literature, 
even if the events are completely outside my direct 
experience, can I still make room in my mind and heart 
for reflection and understanding? 
 
As a writer and thinker, how do I articulate clearly what is 
in my mind and heart? Also, how do I substantiate my 
perceptions and opinions with supportable evidence and 
detail?  Just because we believe something and state it 
succinctly is often not enough; we are also compelled to 
provide supportive detail, such as example, explanation, 
description, dialogue or quote, question and insight to 
prove our point. 

 
 

and novels, some considered 
classics, others from the Young 
Adult massive and ever-growing 
library.  
 
SEMINAR-Students participate in 
seminar discussion, full group, 
and some small group 
conversation built around our 
reading or point of interest. The 
emphasis is always on listening 
and receiving, not arguing or 
winning a point, or dismissing a 
dissimilar point of view, but 
honoring the various experiences 
in the room and in the circle.  
 
SKILL BUILDING and WRITING- In 
writing and instruction, we 
explore the approaches to 
Literary Analysis, Memoir, 
Expository Essays, Narrative 
Fiction, Poetry and Dialogue 
Writing and practice them. We 
write journals- spontaneously 
creating-- as well as multi staged 
writing that includes revision and 
rewriting. We at times work 
collaboratively in groups. 
Students incorporate visual 
learning and art into our 

they have a substantial 
writer’s notebook filled 
with their creations. 
Students write short, 
medium and long 
developed pieces- 
sometimes rewrites are 
required; others times they 
are optional. No matter 
what length or duration of 
time invested, each piece 
has its place of importance 
on the road of discovery.  
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collective experience of literature 
and concepts of the class, by for 
example, generating art and 
media projects   

9-12 High 
School 
English 

What is literature’s role in our lives? 
How has literature evolved throughout history? 
What impact does historical, cultural, geographical, and 
social context have on a novel its readers? 
Why is storytelling essential to our humanity? 
What are an individual’s responsibilities to self, family, 
community, and the greater society? 
How does one change through a physical or emotional 
ordeal? 
How does one maintain their individuality while being a 
contributing member of a group? 
What happens when society’s values are forced upon an 
individual? 
How does our nature and character affect our choices? 
Does engaging with literature help us to become more 
engaged, compassionate, and empathetic citizens, and if 
so, how? 
What is effective communication? 
How do writers use different genres to express their 
ideas? 
How does a writer effectively craft a story? 
How does voice relate to audience and purpose? 
How do literary devices enhance a text? 
How are rhetorical appeals used to influence an 
audience? 
As writers, what can we learn by analyzing craft and style 
choices? 

Novels 
Short stories 
Poems 
Myths 
Folk tales 
Comics 
Songs 
Plays 
Drama 
Tragedy 
Theme 
Screenplays 
Speech/spoken word 
Presentation  
Personal essays 
Academic essays 
Grammar 

Reading 
Writing 
Listening 
Speaking 
Research 
Drafting 
Self-editing and revision 
SAT vocabulary  
Grammar 
Mechanics 
Punctuation 
Sentence Fluency 
Literature analysis  
Genre 
Literary terms (200+ over 
four years) 
Figurative language 
Figures of speech  
Critical thinking 
Discernment 
Active participation 
Discussion 
Self-reflection 
Peer-critiquing 
Communication 
Historical and cultural 
context of literature 

Page 32



What are the essential elements of an effective oral 
presentation? 
How do we synthesize multiple resources and our own 
opinions into a cohesive argument? 
How can an author use a work of fiction to make a 
statement? 
How can artistic expression advance social commentary? 
How can we use writing and reading to explore identity? 
How do communication skills enhance self-expression? 
How do writers and artists construct meaning? 
How do rules of language (grammar, spelling, etc.) affect 
communication? 
How does word choice affect meaning? 
How do media and meaning interact, intertwine, and 
interfere with one another? 

Independent thinking  
Show vs. tell; scene vs. 
summary 
Description  
Time management 
Study habits 
Note-taking 
Goal-setting 
Accountability  
Self-Direction 

9-11 High 
School 
Creative 
Writing 

How does writing shape our world? 
How can we gain deeper understanding of ourselves and 
our world through writing? 
How does creative writing elicit emotion? 
How do we use literary devices and poetic devices to 
enhance our writing? 
What is prose? 
What is poetry? 
How do we use the writing process and peer feedback to 
revise our writing?  
How can we use our experiences or memories as material 
for our writing?  
How can we use our writing to help us better understand 
the world?  
How can we use our knowledge of genre, character, 
structure, setting, plot, conflict, etc. to reach our readers?  

Plot 
Dramatic Arc 
Conflict 
Setting 
Characterization 
Theme  
Point of view 
Dialogue 
Genre 
Prose 
Poetry 
Fiction 
Creative Nonfiction 
Poetry 
Play 
Screenplay 

Literary terms 
Poetic terms 
Persistence 
Accessing creativity 
Application of technical 
knowledge 
Grammar 
Sentence Fluency 
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How do we express ourselves in a creative and original 
way? 
What qualities make a good creative writer? 
How does my life impact my writing? 
How does studying other writers help us to become 
better writers? 
How do we nourish our imaginations? 
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English Language Program Alignment with Mount Madonna School 

Academic Excellence: 

--The program requires 4 years of rigorous college-preparatory English language study. 
-- The program is not targeted-at any standardized test as we expect our students and teachers to spend more time 
going deeply into topics and to attain mastery of the language.   
-- In eleventh grade, the course follows the College Board Advanced Placement curriculum for English Literature, in 
preparation for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam. 

Positive Character Development: 

--The curriculum emphasizes self-reflection and self-development through the lens of reading and writing in the English 
Language. 
--The program includes both collaborative projects and projects that encourage individual creativity and empowerment. 
--A central theme in each class is the ability to take risks and understand the interplay between self and community. 
--Creative Writing classes complete a Creative Writing Reading in which students read their work publicly to the 
community of parents and teachers. 

Creative Self Expression: 

--Students are asked-to create many written works, including abstract and concrete works in the creative realm. 
--Students learn to express their own thoughts and values on many subjects as they study works of literature from many 
cultures and places in history. 
--In the middle school program, students also create assemblage and other artifacts to express their own interpretations 
of literature. 
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MMS Foreign Language 
Core Competencies for Graduates 

Area 1: Spanish Language Skil ls 

1.1 Students have the ability to participate in a conversation in Spanish about many topics, ideas, and nuances with native 
Spanish speakers. 

1.2 Students can read and comprehend classic poetry and basic literature in Spanish using multiple verb forms.  

1.3 Students can express thoughts and communication strands effectively in written and spoken Spanish Language. 

Area 2:  Cultural Understanding 

2.1 Students have empathy for Spanish-speaking communities in the United States. 

2.2 Students develop curiosity about Spanish-speaking cultures and become familiar with many traditions of those 
cultures. 

2.3 Students understand the geography and history of Spanish-speaking cultures around the world. 

2.4 Students are knowledgeable about current issues facing Spanish-speaking populations locally and throughout the 
world. 
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MMS Upper School Foreign Language Curriculum Map 
Grade 
Level 

Topic Central 
Questions 

Concepts/Units Academic Skills, Special 
Projects 

6 Spanish 6 Why does learning 
another language, most 
specifically Spanish, 
matter? 

What can we learn as a 
foundation that will help 
to create a place where 
we can expand our 
conversational and 
comprehension skills? 

Greetings, Introductions, Titles of Respect and 
Courtesy 

About Me: Physical, Professional, and Community 
Roles, Communicating Emotions and Interests 

Our World: Weather, Geography, and Physical 
Descriptions 

Times and Schedules 

Verb Conjugation: Present Tense 

Basic Grammar Rules and Sentence Development 

Build Vocabulary through Conversation 

Culture Studies: Art and Music Appreciation, Poetry 
and Memorization, Recognizing Leaders of Social 
Movements and Change Within Our Own 
Community 

Reading and Comprehension 

Acquire basic conversational skills 

Develop the ability to navigate, 
continue and develop the conversation 
using imagination and tools 

Develop basic reading comprehension 
and the ability to identify the theme and 
central idea of a passage with a few 
details 

Develop basic oral comprehension and 
the ability to identify the theme and 
central idea of a passage with a few 
details 

Recognize that making mistakes is the 
only way to learn and develop 
understanding 

Build and develop a place within that 
recognizes and acknowledges cultural 
differences, that also fosters empathy 
and curiosity of the unknown and 
familiar 

7 Spanish 7 Why does learning 
another language, most 

Review: Greetings, Introductions, Titles of Respect 
and Courtesy 

Build on basic conversational skills and 
the ability to navigate and use 
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specifically Spanish, 
matter? 
What language tools are 
needed in order to 
effectively share my 
views, thoughts, and 
experiences and those 
of the people around 
me? 
 

 
 
Build on About Me: Physical, Professional, and 
Community Roles, Communicating Emotions and 
Interests 
 
Our World: Historical Exploration 
 
Build on Weather and Climate: Country and Regional 
Differences, Agriculture 
 
Questions, Commands, and Expressions 
 
Verb Conjugation: Present Tense and Preterite 
 
Review and Expand: Grammar Rules and Sentence 
Development 
 
Build Vocabulary Through Conversation, Using and 
Expanding our Tools 
 
Culture Studies: Art and Music Appreciation, Poetry 
and Memorization, Recognizing Leaders of Social 
Movements and Change Within Our Own 
Community 
 
Reading and Comprehension 

imagination and tools to continue and 
develop the conversation 
 
Build on basic reading comprehension 
and the ability to identify the theme and 
central idea of a passage with a few 
details 
 
Build on basic oral comprehension and 
the ability to identify the theme and 
central idea of a passage with 
additional details 
 
Gain confidence in conversation, 
stepping outside the comfort zone 
 
Build and develop a place within that 
recognizes and acknowledges cultural 
differences that also fosters empathy 
and curiosity of the unknown and 
familiar 
 

8 Spanish 8 Now that I have a solid 
foundation and set of 
tools in the Spanish 
language, what can I do 

Build on About Me: Physical, Professional, and 
Community Roles, Communicating Emotions and 
Interests 
 

Build and adapt conversational skills 
with the tools learned to both continue 
and develop the conversation and be 
an engaged and active participant 
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to help those around me 
and become an 
engaged citizen 
 
What language skills are 
needed to express my 
future goals and 
aspirations for myself 
and to those around 
me? 

 
Our World: Politics and Activism 
 
Build on Weather, Climate and Geography: 
Environmental Issues 
 
Build on Questions, Commands, and Expressions 
 
Expand Verb Conjugation: Present Tense, Preterite, 
Future 
 
Review and Expand Grammar Rules and Sentence 
Development: Direct and Indirect Objects, 
Prepositional Phrases 
 
Build Vocabulary through Conversation: Use the 
Tools We Know; Expand Speaking in Present, Past, 
and Future Tenses 
 
Culture Studies: Art and Music Appreciation, Poetry 
and Memorization, Recognizing Leaders of Social 
Movements and Change Within Our Own 
Community 
 
 
Reading and Comprehension 

 
Develop reading comprehension, which 
includes summarization and 
interpretation of the text 
 
Develop oral comprehension through 
exposure to a diverse group of native 
speakers, who demonstrate a wide 
range of tone and inflection 
 
Set aside all inhibitions of failure with 
the understanding that a key 
component of language learning is 
gained in the process 
 
Continue to develop a place within 
ourselves which recognizes and 
acknowledges cultural differences and 
similarities, that also fosters empathy 
and curiosity of the unknown and 
familiar 
 

9 Spanish I Why does learning 
Spanish matter, 
especially in California? 
 
What are the basic skills 

Units: Meeting People and Identifying Yourself; 
Communication in the Present Tense; Uses of Both 
“to be” Verbs; Forming Questions; Giving and 
Comprehending Descriptions; Verbs like Gustar; 
Communication in the Preterite Tense; Direct Object 

Develop the ability to have a basic 
conversation with a small set of 
vocabulary and verb-tenses 
 
Navigate a conversation when words 
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I can use to enter into 
conversation? 
 
What am I curious about 
in the Spanish-speaking 
world? 

Nouns & Pronouns; Appreciation for Poetry and 
Literature; Appreciation for Culture and Language; 
Appreciation for the Political Reality of 
Undocumented Immigrants.  
 
Curiosity About and Empathy for Spanish-speaking 
Communities in the United States 
 
Basic Language Skills and Risk-Taking 
 
Access Points for Conversation 

are lacking in order to generate mutual 
understanding 
 
Film on reality of undocumented 
immigrants in the United States 
 

10 Spanish II How do I communicate 
what I want to say and 
understand what is 
being said to me in 
Spanish?  
 
How do I deepen my 
curiosity and 
appreciation for the 
language, culture, and 
local Spanish-speaking 
community? 
 

Review of Communication in the Present Tense, Uses 
of Both “to be” Verbs; Forming Questions; Giving 
and Comprehending Descriptions; Verbs like Gustar.  
 
Extend Communication in the Preterite Tense; 
Indirect Object Pronouns; Stem-changing Verbs; 
Commands; Constructions with Se; Comparisons and 
Superlatives; Preterite & Imperfect; Por & Para; 
Appreciation for Poetry and Literature; Appreciation 
for Culture and Language; Appreciation for Political 
Reality of Undocumented Immigrants.  
 

Develop comfort in basic conversational 
skills 
 
Develop the ability to problem-solve to 
navigate more challenging 
conversations 
 
Attend a local community event or 
action that is focused around a Latino 
community issue or cultural aspect 

11 Spanish III Why is communicating 
with Spanish-speakers 
important to me and 
how is this influenced by 
my geographic location? 
How do I form longer 
thoughts and 

Review Present and Preterite Tenses, Stem-changing 
Verbs.  
 
Preterite & Imperfect Tenses; Adverbs; Subjunctive 
Tenses; Present and Past Participles; Future Tense; 
Conditional Tense 
 

Deepen my conversational skills. Read 
and comprehend classic poetry. Read 
and comprehend basic literature using 
multiple verb forms 
 
Attend a local community event or 
action that is focused around a Latino 
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communication strands 
and understand more 
complicated 
conversation?  
 

Curiosity About and Empathy for Spanish-speaking 
Communities in the United States 
 
 Deepen Language Skills  
 Continue to take risks and converse in Spanish.  
 

community issue or cultural aspect 

12 Spanish IV 
(elective) 

Why will I need Spanish 
post-high school? Why is 
communicating with 
Spanish-speakers 
important to me 
personally and how is 
this influenced by 
geography? 
 
How do I form longer 
thoughts and 
communication strands 
and understand more 
complicated 
conversation?  
 

Review Present, Preterite  and Stem-changing Verbs  

Preterite and Imperfect Tenses; Adverbs; Subjunctive 
Tenses; Present and Past Participles; Future Tense; 
Conditional Tense 

Curiosity About and Empathy for Spanish-speaking 
Communities in the United States 
 
Deepen Language Skills  
Continue to take risks and converse in Spanish.  
 
 

Deepen my conversational skills. Read 
and comprehend classic poetry. Read 
and comprehend basic literature using 
multiple verb forms 
 
Short film about the reality of 
undocumented immigrants in the 
United States 
 
Attend a local community event or 
action that is focused around a Latino 
community issue or cultural aspect 
 
Read 2-3 short books in Spanish, 
including El Alquimista 
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Language Program Alignment with Mount Madonna School 

Academic Excellence: 

--The program requires 3.0 years of rigorous college-preparatory foreign language study. 
-- The program is not targeted-at any standardized test as we expect our students and teachers to spend more time 
going deeply into topics and accessing their human desire to attain mastery.   

Positive Character Development: 

--The program aims to empower global citizens who understand the place of Spanish-speaking cultures in global and 
local communities. 
--The program includes both collaborative projects and projects that encourage individual creativity and empowerment. 
--A central theme in each class is the ability to take risks and communicate with people who speak a different native 
language. 
--Students practice self-reflection and define themselves in a foreign language each year. 

Creative Self Expression: 

--Students are asked-to create many relics and artifacts of Latin cultures in the classroom. 
--Students learn to express their own thoughts and values on the topic of events that face local Latino communities in the 
United States. 
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! MMS!Mathematics!

! ! Graduation!Competencies!

!

Why$we$study$mathematics:"To"develop"a"deeper"
meaning"and"purpose"for"mathematics"as"a"tool"for"
understanding"in"all"disciplines"
!

Qualitative!competencies!

Our"students"have"developed"
Organization!skills!

!!!!!!!Discipline!!
Persistence!

Courage!and!resilience!

Confidence!

!

Core!competencies!

Our"students"can"
! Reason!abstractly!and!quantitatively!

! ! Includes!deductive!and!inductive!reasoning!skills!

! Interpret,!present,!and!communicate!learning!and!findings!

! Model!with!mathematics!

! Includes!using!equations!and!creating!and!manipulating!data!

! Look!for!and!make!use!of!patterns!and!structure!

! Use!appropriate!tools!strategically!

Exposure!to!spreadsheets,!calculators,!reference!tools!online,!measurement!tools,!

instrumentation,!and!other!appropriate!and!available!analysis!software!

! Attend!to!precision!and!units!in!measurement!

! ! Including!conversion!between!units!

! Problem!solve!

!

Content!competencies!

Our"students"understand"
! Number!and!Quantity!

! ! Have!a!deep!understanding!of!number!sense!

! Ratios!and!Proportions!

! ! Understand!ratios,!proportions!and!fractions!as!related!concepts!and!can!apply!them!

! Algebra!

! Geometry!and!Trigonometry!

! Functions!

! ! Develop!ability!to!model!relationships!between!two!or!more!variables!

! Statistics!and!Probability!

Understand!data!collection,!probability,!and!statistics!and!how!they!relate!to!the!digital,!

media,!and!broader!world!we!live!in!

! **!For!those!interested!in!pursuing!mathObased!careers:!Calculus!

!

Qualitative!
Competencies!

!

Core!
Competencies!

!
Content!

Competencies!
!
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MMS#Middle#and#Upper#School#Math#Central#Questions
Course Central(Questions

Grade#6#
Mathematics

!"How"are"ratios"and"rates"useful"tools"for"representing"relationships?
!"How"can"we"use"the"concepts"of"ratio"and"rate"to"solve"problems?
!"What"does"it"mean"to"divide"a"fraction"by"a"fraction?
!"What"is"a"rational"number"and"why"is"there"a"need"for"negative"numbers?
!"How"do"we"write,"interpret,"and"use"expressions"and"equations"to"model"problems?

Grade#7#
Mathematics

!"What"is"a"proportional"relationship"and"when"would"one"use"it"to"model"relationships?
!"How"does"one"manipulate"rational"numbers?
!"How"can"we"use"scale"drawings"and"geometric"constructions"to"visualize"two!"and"three!dimensional"shapes"in"order"to"
use"them"to"solve"problems?
!"How"can"samples"be"used"to"help"us"understand"populations?

Algebra#I

!"What"is"the"role"and"meaning"of"a"variable"in"mathematics?
!"How"do"we"use"variables"to"generalize"the"arithmetic"of"real"numbers?
!"How"do"we"represent"mathematical"relationships"graphically,"numerically,"and"analytically?
!"How"is"the"mathematical"and"graphical"representation"of"a"line"meaningful"and"useful"for"solving"and"representing"real!
world"relationships?

Algebra#II
!"What"structures"and"patterns"can"we"see"in"expressions"that"allow"us"to"rewrite"and"simplify"them"(e.g."factor,"group)?
!"What"is"the"meaning"of"a"functional"relationship"and"how"can"we"use"it"to"model"the"relationship"between"two"
variables?
!"What"is"the"need"for"irrational"numbers"and"where"are"they"used?
!"How"can"we"use"equalities"and"inequalities"to"model"real!world"problems"and"solve"them?

Geometry
!"How"can"one"use"logical"reasoning"to"justify"mathematic"conjectures?
!"What"unique"qualities"of"a"triangle"make"it"particularly"useful"as"a"tool"for"comparison"and"computation?
!"How"do"you"use"construction"tools"to"graphically"reproduce"geometric"relationships"and"models?
!"Why"are"geometric"representations"useful"as"modeling"tools?

PreCalculus
!"When"and"how"do"you"use"functions"as"models"for"solving"problems?
!"How"can"you"deconstruct"problems"using"trigonometry?
!"What"is"the"science"of"counting"and"probability?

AP#Calculus#
AB

!"How"can"we"use"discrete"models"and"the"consequences"of"their"limiting"cases"to"define"the"concept"of"continuity?
!"What"does"it"mean"to"describe"the"instantaneous"rate"of"change"of"one"variable"with"respect"to"another"at"a"point"x"
(the"derivative)"and"how"can"this"be"used"to"model"real!world"applications?
!"What"is"the"inverse"process"of"computing"a"derivative"(an"integral)"and"what"useful"applications"can"its"interpretation"
as"the"area"under"a"curve"be"used"to"evaluate?
!"How"does"the"Fundamental"Theorem"of"Calculus"relate"derivatives"to"integrals?
!"How"do"we"model"complicated"processes"with"equations"involving"derivative"relationships"and"solve"them"explicitly?

AP#Calculus#
BC

!"What"does"it"mean"to"describe"the"instantaneous"rate"of"change"of"one"variable"with"respect"to"another"at"a"point"x"
(the"derivative)"and"how"can"this"be"used"to"model"real!world"applications?
!"What"is"the"inverse"process"of"computing"a"derivative"(an"integral)"and"what"useful"applications"can"its"interpretation"
as"the"area"under"a"curve"be"used"to"evaluate,"especially"if"we"are"willing"to"work"in"different"coordinate"systems?
!"How"does"the"Fundamental"Theorem"of"Calculus"relate"derivatives"to"integrals?
!"How"do"we"model"complicated"processes"with"equations"involving"derivative"relationships"and"solve"them"explicitly?
!"How"can"we"apply"the"concepts"of"limits"to"the"study"of"sequences"and"series"to"help"us"understand"their"behaviors"at"
their"extremes"and"use"them"to"model"any"function"as"a"polynomial?
NOTE:""Many"concepts"of"Calculus"AB"are"also"explored"in"Calculus"BC,"but"at"a"deeper"level"looking"at"more"complex"
applications"and"interpretations."

AP#Statistics

!"How"do"we"explore"data"through"the"describing"of"patterns"and"departure"from"patterns?
!"How"can"we"use"sampling"and"experimentation"to"plan"and"conduct"a"study?
!"How"does"one"anticipate"patterns"by"exploring"random"phenomena"using"probabilty"and"simulation?
!"How"can"we"make"statistical"inferences"by"estimating"population"parameters"and"testing"hypotheses?
!"What"are"common"uses"and"misuses"of"data"in"the"media?
!"At"the"most"basic"level:
"""!"What"is"data?,"What"kinds"of"data"are"there?,"How"is"it"obtained?,"How"is"it"communicated?,"How"do"we"determine"
its"value?,"How"do"we"analyze"it?,"and"How"do"we"use"it"to"draw"conclusions?

Page 44



MMS#Middle#and#Upper#School#Math#Curriculum#Map Note:&Material&not&necessarily&listed&in&order&of&presentation.

Content&
Strands Grade#6#Math Grade#7#Math Algebra#I

Ratios'and'
Proportions

4&Understand&ratio&concepts&and&use&
ratio&reasoning&to&solve&problems.
4&Explore&the&use&and&calculation&of&
percentages&and&how&they&relate&to&

proportions.
4&Use&percentages&to&solve&simple&real4

world&problems.

4&Analyze&proportional&relationships&and&use&
them&to&solve&real4world&and&mathematical&

problems.
4&Deepen&understanding&of&percentages&as&
alternative&representation&of&ratios&and&

proportions.
4&Use&percentages&to&solve&more&complex&real4

world&and&mathematical&problems.

4&Work&fluently&with&rates,&ratios&and&percentages&to&
solve&problems.

Number'and'
Quantity

4&Apply&and&extend&previous&
understandings&of&multiplication&and&

division&to&divide&fractions&by&
fractions.

4&Compute&fluently&with&multi4digit&
numbers&and&find&common&factors&

and&multiples.
4&Apply&and&extend&previous&

understandings&of&numbers&to&the&
system&of&rational&numbers.

4&Apply&and&extend&previous&understandings&of&
operations&with&fractions&to&add,&subtract,&
multiply,&and&divide&rational&numbers.

4&Solve&real4life&and&mathematical&problems&
using&numerical&and&algebraic&expressions&and&

equations.

4&Read,&compare,&and&order&real&numbers.
4&Extend&the&properties&of&exponents&to&rational&

exponents.
4Reason&quantitatively&and&use&units&to&solve&problems.

Algebra

4&Apply&and&extend&previous&
understandings&of&arithmetic&to&

algebraic&expressions.
4&Reason&and&solve&one4variable&
equations&and&inequalities.

4&Represent&and&analyze&quantitative&
relationships&between&dependent&and&

independent&variables.

4&Use&properties&of&operations&to&generate&
equivalent&expressions.

4&Solve&real4life&and&mathematical&problems&
using&&numerical&and&algebraic&expressions&and&

equations.

4&Understand&the&connections&from&arithmetic&to&
algebra.

4&Understand&and&solve&equations&in&one&variable&
(including&absolute&value).

4&Understand&monomials&and&polynomials&and&perform&
operations&on&them&(including&factoring).

4&Understand&the&relationship&between&zeros&and&factors&
of&polynomials.

4&Simplify,&perform&arithmetic&operations&on&and&with&
rational&expressions.

4&Solve&rational&equations.
4&Solve&&real4life&mathematical&problems&using&rational&
expressions&including&rate,&work,&and&percent&problems.
4&Understand&and&graph&linear&equations&using&a&variety&

of&techniques.
4&Create&linear&equations&that&describe&numbers&or&

relationships.
4&Understand&and&solve&inequalities&in&one&variable&

(including&absolute&value).
4&Solve&systems&of&linear&equations&and&linear&

inequalities&graphically.
4&Understand&how&to&solve&quadratic&equations&and&how&

to&interpret&the&graphs&of&quadratic&functions.

Geometry
4&Solve&real4world&and&mathematical&
problems&involving&area,&surface&area,&

and&volume.

4&Draw,&construct,&and&describe&geometrical&
figures&and&describe&the&relationships&between&

them.
4&Solve&real4life&and&mathematical&problems&
involving&angle&measure,&area,&surface&area,&

and&volume.

4&Draw&lines,&parallel&lines,&and&perpendicular&lines&on&
Cartesian&plane.

4&Understand&graphs&as&solutions&to&linear&system&and&
interpret&axis&intercepts.

4&Draw&parabolas.

Statistics'
and'

Probability

4&Develop&understanding&of&statistical&
variability.

4&Summarize&and&describe&
distributions.

4&Use&random&sampling&to&draw&inferences&
about&a&population.

4&Draw&informal&comparative&inferences&about&
two&populations.

4&Investigate&chance&processes&and&develop,&
use,&and&evaluate&probability&models.

Functions

4Understand&the&concept&of&a&function&and&use&function&
notation.

4&Interpret&functions&that&arise&in&applications&in&terms&of&
the&context.

4&Build&a&function&that&models&a&relationship&between&
two&quantities.

4&Build&new&functions&from&existing&functions.
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MMS#Middle#and#Upper#School#Math#Curriculum#Map Note:&Material&not&necessarily&listed&in&order&of&presentation.

Content&
Strands

Algebra#II
(honors/non>honors)

Geometry
(honors/non>honors)

PreCalculus
(honors/non>honors)

Number'and'
Quantity

4&Revisit&real&numbers&and&all&basic&
operations&with&them.

4&Understand&properties&of&radicals&
and&explore&irrational&numbers.
4&Introduce&imaginary&numbers.

4&Explore&number&theory&and&revisit&and&deepen&
understanding&of&real&numbers,&exponents&and&radicals.

4&Explore&complex&numbers.
4&Introduce&limits&and&concept&of&infinity.

Algebra

4&Model&and&solve&inequalities&in&one&
variable.

4&Model&and&graph&linear&equations&in&
two&variables.

4&Understand&and&manipulate&
products&and&factors&of&polynomials.
4&Build&on&previous&knowledge&of&

exponents&expanding&to&include&their&
Use&in&rational&expressions.

4&Understand&and&manipulate&rational&
expressions&with&fractional&and&

negative&exponents.
4&Simplify&radicals&and&solve&equations&

involving&them.
4&Solve&quadratic&equations&by&

factoring.&completing&the&square,&
graphing,&and&using&the&quadratic&

formula.
4&Express&quadratics&in&standard,&

vertex,&and&factored&forms.

4&Deepen&understanding&and&practice&with&fractional&
expressions.

4&Solve&equations&and&use&models&to&represent&real4
world&problems.

4&Solve&and&graph&inequalities&in&two&variables.
4&Continue&to&deepen&understanding&of&polynomial&

manipulation.
4&Understand&Polar&and&Cartisian&coordinates&and&when,&

why,&and&where&to&use&them.
4&Explore&the&use&of&matrices.

4&Understand&number&theory&and&how&it&relates&to&
probability.

Geometry'
and'Trig<
onometry

4&Introduce&mathematical&
representation&of&conic&sections&

including&circles,&parabolas,&ellipses,&
and&hyperbolas.

4Develop&skills&with&logical&reasoning&by&
working&with&proofs.

4&Perform&basic&constructions&using&
straightedge&and&compass.

4&Understand&parallel&and&perpendicular&lines.
4&Explore&congruence&and&similarilty&of&

triangles.
4&Prove&theorems&involving&similarity.

4&Define&and&apply&trigonometric&ratios&to&solve&
problems&involving&right&triangles.
4&Work&with&similar&figures&and&

transformations.
4&Define&and&explore&properties&of&polygons&and&

special&types&of&quadrilaterals.
4&Understand&and&apply&theorems&about&circles.
4&Find&arc&lengths&and&area&of&sectors&of&circles.
4&Understand&and&be&able&to&compute&areas&of&

polygons,&circles&and&composite&figures.&
4&Explain&surface&area&and&volume&forumulas&of&
prisms,&cylinders,&pyramids,&and&cones&and&use&

them&to&solve&problems.

4&Continue&to&explore&coordinate&geometry.
4&Understand&the&unit&circle&as&a&basis&for&trigonometric&

relationships.
4&Understand&and&use&special&properties&of&right&

triangles&to&solve&problems.
4&Use&similarity&and&the&laws&of&sines&and&cosines&to&solve&

problems.
4&Explore&analytic&geometry&identities&about&angle&

relationships&including&addition&and&subtraction,&1/2&
angle,&double&angle,&product,&and&inverses.

4&Introduce&vectors&and&matrices&as&methods&for&
representing&and&solving&problems.

4&Use&multiple&methods&to&solve&systems&of&equations&in&
multiple&variables.

4&Look&in&depth&at&mathematical&and&graphical&
representations&and&transformations&of&conic&sections&
including&circles,&parabolas,&ellipses,&and&hyperbolas.

4&Introduce&polar&coordinates&as&altnerative&method&for&
representing&position.

4&Use&polar&coordinates&to&represent&polar&and&
parametric&equations.

Statistics'
and'

Probability

4&Summarize,&represent,&and&interpret&
data&on&a&single&count&or&
measurement&variable.

4&Introduce&basic&arithmetic&and&
geometric&sequences&and&series.

4&Understand&notation,&operations,&and&applications&of&
sequences&and&series&and&binomial&theorem.
4&Introduce&counting&rule,&permutations&and&

combination,&as&well&as&samply&and&expected&values&as&
they&relate&to&statistics.

Functions

4&Understand&domain&and&range&of&
functions.

4&Compare&linear,&quadratic,&and&
exponential&functions.

4&Use&functions&to&model&and&solve&
problems.

4&Explore&exponential&and&logarithmic&
functions.

4&Understand&functions&as&graphs&exploring&increases&
and&decreases,&as&well&as&average&rate&of&change.

4&Understand&functions&as&transformations&exploring&
extreme&values,&modeling,&and&combinations.

4&Understand&functions&as&one4to4one&relationships&
looking&specifically&at&inverses.

4&Deepen&understanding&and&explore&applications&of&
exponential&and&logarithmic&functions.
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MMS#Middle#and#Upper#School#Math#Curriculum#Map Note:&Material&not&necessarily&listed&in&order&of&presentation.

AP#Calculus#AB AP#Calculus#BC AP#Statistics
4&Work&with&functions&represented&

graphically,&numerically,&analytically&and&
verbally.

4&Understand&the&connections&between&
each&of&these&representations&of&a&

function.
4&Understand&the&meaning&of&a&derivative&

as&a&rate&of&change&in&order&to&solve&
problems.

4&Understand&definite&integrals&as&a&limit&
of&Riemann&sums.

4&Intepret&integrals&as&the&net&
accumulation&of&change.

4&Use&integrals&to&solve&problems.
4&Understand&the&Fundamental&Theorem&

of&Calculus&and&how&it&relates&the&
derivative&to&the&integral.

4&Develop&the&ability&to&transform&a&
written&or&visual&description&of&a&problem&

and&create&a&function&as&a&model.
4&Communicate&mathematical&concepts&
of&calculus&and&apply&theorems&and&

concepts&to&solve&real4world&problems.
4&Learn&how&to&apply&calculus&concepts&to&

parametric&and&polar&coordinate&
systems.

4&Use&differential&equations&to&create&
slope&fields&and&to&model&real&life&growth&

and&decay&systems.
4&Study&the&properties&of&infinite&

sequences&and&series.
4&Learn&how&to&model&any&function&as&a&
polynomial&using&Taylor&and&MacLauren&

Series&and&understand&their&error&
bounds.

4&Explore&methods&for&organizing&and&visually&
displaying&data&(including&frequency&tables,&
histograms,&standard&line&graphs,&bar&graphs,&

and&pie&charts,&stem4and4leaf&displays,&and&box4
and4whisker&plots).

4&Use&numerical&descriptive&measures&to&describe&
central&tendancy,&dispersion,&and&position&
(mean,&median,&mode,&range,&inter4quartile&
range,&standard&deviation,&percentiles&and&

quartiles).
4&Look&at&sampling&techniques&and&their&impact&

on&the&resulting&data&sets&(bias&and&randomness).
4&Develop&methods&for&designing&experiments&
and&practice&using&real4world&tools&as&well&as&

analyze&methods&used&by&others.
4&Expand&on&previous&experience&with&probability&
expanding&understanding&to&conditional&and&
joint&probabilities&(including&independent&and&

dependent&events).
4&Understand&discrete&random&variables&and&their&

probability&distributions&(specifically&the&
binomial,&hypergeometric,&and&Poisson&

distributions).
4&Understand&continuous&random&variables&and&
interpret&the&probability&of&an&outcome&as&the&
area&under&the&graph&of&teh&probability&density&
function&associated&with&that&random&variable.
4&Explore&the&Normal&(or&Gaussian)&distribution&

and&use&it&to&solve&real4world&probability&
problems.

4&Refine&the&notion&of&a&statistic&as&a&distribution&
of&possible&values,&and&the&sampling&distribution&

of&a&statistic&as&a&measure&of&its&variability.
4&Use&sampling&distributions&to&estimate&means&

and&proportions.
4&Use&hypothesis&testing&to&draw&conclusions&
about&means&and&proportions&of&both&a&single&

and&multiple&populations.
4&Understand&when&to&use&Chi4Squared&test&to&

describe&random&phenomena.
4&Explore&simple&linear&regression&and&correlation&

coefficients.

4&Analyze&and&interpret&
functions,&graphs&and&limits,&
including&asymptotic&and&
unbounded&behavior.
4&Study&conditions&and&

implications&of&continuity&as&a&
property&of&a&function.

4&Understand&the&meaning&of&the&
derivative&and&its&definition&as&a&

limit.
4&Learn&the&derivatives&at&a&point&

of&an&entire&function.
4&Examine&applications&of&

derivatives&across&physics&and&
optimization&of&functions.

4&Learn&the&properties&of&definite&
integrals&and&applications&of&it&as&

an&antiderivative.
4&Explore&numerical&

approximations&of&defintie&
integrals.

4&Express&different&theorems&and&
concepts&of&Calculus&in&a&

student's&own&words&including&
required&conditions&and&
implications&of&theorems.

4&Understand&the&meaning&of&
derivatives&in&terms&of&rates&of&

change&at&a&point.
4&Introduce&the&meaning&of&an&
integral&as&a&limit&of&a&Riemann&

sum.

Calculus'and'
Statistics'
follow'

approved'
College'Board'
AP'curricula
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! ! ! MMS!Mathematics!
Program!Alignment!with!Mount!Madonna!School!

!
!
Academic!Excellence:!

9 The!program!requires!4!years!of!college!preparatory!mathematics.!
9 All!students!have!the!opportunity!to!take!at!least!one!AP!course!regardless!of!

their!path!through!the!math!program.!
9 Through!the!exploration!of!mathematical!concepts!and!data!creation!and!

collection,!discovery!of!connections!between!the!disciplines!emerge.!
9 Students!are!supported!in!developing!foundational!tools!allowing!them!to!

quantitatively!express!their!ideas!in!other!fields!and!areas!of!study.!
9 Students!progress!through!our!math!courses!using!our!Math!Paths!which!are!

designed!to!support!the!individual!development!of!each!student.!
9 Students!are!given!opportunities!to!demonstrate!their!understanding!of!

concepts!through!presenting!their!work!to!others.!
!
!
Positive!Character!Development:!

9 Engaging!in!mathematical!problem!solving!with!its!challenges!and!structure!
encourages!the!development!of!organization,!discipline,!persistence,!courage,!
resilience,!and!confidence.!

9 We!encourage!teamwork!through!group!projects,!peer!support,!and!
collaboration!on!problems!in!the!classroom.!

!
!
Creative!Self9Expression:!

9 Students!are!given!the!freedom!to!approach!problems!from!a!variety!of!
perspectives!as!there!are!often!multiple!ways!to!arrive!at!the!same!solution.!

9 Students!are!actively!engaged!with!the!material!and!teachers!on!a!regular!basis!
in!the!classroom!to!develop!their!own!understanding!at!an!individual!level.!

9 Students!practice!skills!in!communication!and!verbally!explaining!thought!
processes!through!in9class!group!and!all9class!work.!

!
!
!
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MMS Science 
Core Competencies for Graduates 

Area 1: Environmental Literacy 

1.1 Students have analyzed a local environmental challenge to specify qualitative and quantitative criteria and constraints 
for solutions that account for societal needs and wants, and have designed a solution by breaking it down into smaller, 
more manageable problems that can be addressed through multiple channels. 

1.2 Students have demonstrated understanding of ecosystems, populations, and the scale of human impacts to the 
environment locally and globally.   

1.3 Students have produced a quantitative and qualitative analysis of their impact on the global ecosystem. 

Area 2:  Competence and Confidence in Engineering Skil ls 

2.1 Students have demonstrated the ability to design a simple computer program. 

2.2 Students successfully complete an advanced electrical engineering project. 

Area 3:  Science as a Way of Knowing 

3.1 Students demonstrate the ability to define and answer a question using the scientific method.  

3.2 Students have created and presented a data-based mathematical model pertaining to a scientific phenomenon. 
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3.3 Students demonstrate an understanding of the history and role of science in the pursuit of knowing about the 
universe. 
 
3.4 Students have prepared-for and participated-in a major debate in the area of bioethics. 
 
Area 4:  Our Place in the Physical World 
 

4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical universe that includes the nature of matter and motion from a 
sub-atomic level to a celestial level. 
 
Area 5:  Our Place in the Biological World 
 

5.1 Students demonstrate a scientific understanding of their mind, body, and the living things that surround them, from 
the level of biochemistry through ecosystems. 
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MMS Upper School Science Curriculum Map 
Grd. Topic Central Questions Concepts/Units Lab Skills, Academic 

Skills 
6 Science 6 What are the ancient processes 

that created the universe and 
the earth?  What are the other 
planets in our solar system?  
What is the earth we live-on 
made from, and how does that 
relate to human activities? 

Space Science Project, Earth Systems 
Project, Botany Project 

Non-Project Based: Introduction to 
Matter 

3.1, 4.1, 5.1 

Scientific method, 
experimental design, oral 
presentation skills, lab 
journaling, lab safety, data 
collection and interpretation 

7 Science 7 What is the vocabulary we use to 
describe heredity?  What is the 
vocabulary we use to describe 
ecosystems?  What ecosystem 
do we live-in, and what is our 
impact upon it?  How do we 
create useful technologies? 

Ecosystems, Populations, Pollution, 
Resource Use, Local Ecology, 
Heredity and Genetics, Cells, 
Robotics, Electricity, Hands-on 
Circuits, Science Fair Project 

1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1 

GIS Mapping and data 
analysis, Science Fair Project 
(experimental design and 
scientific method), electrical 
engineering skills, lab 
journaling, lab safety, 
microscopy 

8 Science 8 What is the vocabulary we use to 
describe matter?  What is the 
vocabulary we use to describe 
motion?  How do we measure, 
calculate and predict motion 
and reactions? 

Atoms, elements, the periodic table, 
reactions, states of matter, 
mechanics, forces, electricity.  Solar 
Car Race,  Atmospheric Change, 
Engineering Lab Rotations 

2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 4.1 

Graphing in Microsoft Excel, 
Lab Journaling, lab safety, 
scientific method, 
experimental design, electrical 
engineering skills, 
measurement and units, 
formula math, word problems 

9 Physics 
(honors/ 
non-honors)

Can we predict how objects will 
move? 

How do physics concepts apply 

Mechanics, Waves, Sound, Optics, 
Celestial Mechanics, Electricity, 
Magnetism, , Thermodynamics, 
Modern Physics (Quantum Mechanics) 

Measurement, data 
management, lab journaling, 
public speaking, emphasis on 
word problem solving and 
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to real-world engineering 
problems? 

What is the nature of matter? 

4.1, 2.1, 2.2, 3.2, 3.3 
math integration 

9 Marine 
Biology (1
semester)

How do scientists measure and 
monitor organisms in the real 
world? 

What are differences and 
similarities between animals? 

Marine Animal Diversity, Marine 
Ecosystems, Field Biology 

5.1, 4.1, 1.1, 1.2 

Textbook use, memorization 
and study skills, Environmental 
Field Techniques 
Field Study on Catalina 
Is land 

10 Matter and 
the 
Chemisty of 
Life 
(honors/ 
non-honors)

What are the building-blocks 
and reactions that create 
heredity? 

What are the building-blocks 
and reactions that create 
metabolism? 

How have humans used 
chemicals to create and 
manipulate their world? 

Atom, Element, Molecule,  
Reaction, Predictions,  
States of Matter, Carbon 
Compounds, Biomolecules 
Molecular Genetics,  
Mendelian Genetics, Cell 
Reproduction, Cell Energy, 
Biotechnology 
Case studies on Pharmaceuticals, and 
Product Manufacturing 
5.1, 3.4, 4.1, 3.3 

Scientific method and 
experimental design, chemical 
hygiene and safety, inorganic 
chemical analyses, 
electrophoresis, genetic 
transformation, formula math, 
word problems 
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10 Oceanography 
(honors only) 

What are the physical 
environments in the ocean, and 
how do they interact? 

How do we study the ocean? 

Zones, ecosystems, problems in 
studying the ocean, waves, weather, 
tides,  geology of the ocean, physical 
attributes, ocean chemistry and 
pollution 

2.2, 1.1, 1.3, 3.1, 3.3 

Physical Oceanography 
Field Study on Catalina 

ROV-Building, core sampling, 
physical data collection in the 
ocean 

11 Diversity 
and History 
of Life on 
Earth 
(honors/ 
Non-honors)

Where and how did the forms of 
life we see around us originate in 
history? 

How do organisms develop and 
grow? 

How do organisms affect each 
other? 

Enzyme Kinetics, Developmental 
Biology, Cell Membranes, Animal 
Anatomy, Evolution,  
Plants, Ecosystems,  
Environmental Science 
Case studies on Animal Behavior and 
Disease 
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 3.4, 3.2,  3.1, 3.3, 5.1 

Concept integration, 
microscopy techniques,  
dissection, environmental 
monitoring and data 
management, GIS modeling, 
bioethics 

12 Science with 
Humanity 
(honors only) 

What are the ethics of using the 
tools we have learned about in 
Science? 

What can science tell us about 
what it means to be human? 

Biomedical Engineering, Food 
Systems, Physical Anthropology, 
Psychology, Bioethics, Environmental 
Issues, Science of Illegal Drugs, 
Biology of Cancer, Capstone Project 
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 5.1 

Drug discovery, design, 
production, and politics 
(biotech lab series);  self-
reflection;  critical thinking; 
experimental design in human 
studies; college-level textbook 

OR: 

12 AP 
Physics 

Follows the College 
Board AP Curriculum 
3.3, 4.1 
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Science Program Alignment with Mount Madonna School 

Academic Excellence: 

--The program requires 5.0 years of college preparatory science, and encompasses several major projects and two offsite week-long 
trips devoted-to science. 
-- The program is not targeted-at any standardized test as we expect our students and teachers to spend more time going deeply 
into topics and accessing their human desire to attain mastery.   
-- The program goes beyond the traditional cannon in both Physical and Biological Sciences, and adds Engineering and 
Environmental Literacy at a level of equal importance. 
--All classes include multiple learning modalities and hands-on laboratories using real science equipment. 
-- Electrical engineering projects are required in 7th, 8th, and 9th grades. 
--The program includes in-depth project-based learning at all levels. 

Positive Character Development: 

--The program aims to empower global citizens who understand their place in the natural environment and the physical world.  This 
includes self-confidence in one’s ability to understand complex problems and topics. 
--The program includes both collaborative projects and projects that encourage individual creativity and empowerment. 
--The curriculum allows flexibility to go deeply into topics of personal importance to students. 

Creative Self Expression: 

--Students are asked-to identify and answer their own experimental questions in several courses. 
--In many courses students keep creative personal learning journals. 
--Each course includes at least one open-ended project in which there is no single correct answer or product required. 
--Project-based learning and electrical engineering projects encourage students to become creative inventors. 
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MMS Social Emotional Learning 
Core Competencies for Graduates 

Area 1        Empathy: The Self and Others 

1.1 Students understand the relationship between action and intention, and can skillfully express thoughts and feelings to 
others.  Students are aware of how they appear to others in interactions. 

1.2 Students display listening skills and the ability to be present in communication with others.  

1.3 Students value others and honor others, and can go beyond tolerance to pluralism when considering the views and 
positions of others. 

Area 2       Ongoing Self Development 

2.1 Students can identify and accept fear, and work-though fear. 

2.2 Students display a capacity for honest self-reflection without shame and guilt. 

2.3 Students can skillfully discern and evaluate when faced with options and decisions. 

2.4 Students display curiosity and resilience in the path of learning and self development. 

2.5 Students understand the internal interplay between reason and emotion and have the tools to manage their reactions. 
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2.6 Students can navigate disappointment and discomfort and can function in the presence of both. 

Area 3:  Efficacy and World Citizenship 

3.1 Students understand tools and processes for affecting change in any size community, global or local.  

3.2 Students can successfully grow and learn through honest and open dialogue with people of many viewpoints and 
backgrounds. 

3.3 Students have knowledge of their own story and the context from which they view and can affect the world. 

Area 4:  The Physical Self 

4.1 Students can consciously physically relax and focus. 

4.2 Students understand the importance of physical self-care and the processes of self-care such as rest, exercise, balance 
between work and play, and nutrition. 

4.3 Students understand the power and process of using breathing, silence, and body movement to create mindfulness 
and to open the creative process. 

4.4 Students have explored their personal and community connection to the natural environment.
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MMS Upper School Social Emotional Learning Curriculum Map 
Gr. Topic Central Questions Concepts/Units Skills and Special 

Projects 
6-10 Life Skills What does it mean to balance 

individuality and membership in 
communities? 

What skills, affective and “hard”, 
contribute to success in the areas of: 
-relationship with self 
-relationship with others including 
friends, family, partners, colleagues, 
strangers, and authorities 
-occupation 
=health: mental, emotional, physical 

Self-Awareness 
  -communication skills and styles 
  -How do “I” show up emotionally 
  -How am I affected by media, social 
interactions, heredity, and consumption of 
food and drink 

Empathy: Developing skilled listening and 
observing: what might others’ experience 
be? 

Balancing self-care with care of others and 
the planet 

Building trust in and among groups 

Human sexuality (8th-12th grades) 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 3.2, 4.2 

Critical thinking, self-
reflection  

Hard Skills: nutrition, 
resumes, interviews and 
workplace skills, financial 
literacy, shopping, cooking, 
auto maintenance 

6, 7, 
8 

Outdoor 
Adventure 

How can a modern human connect 
with the natural environment? 

How do we connect our mind to our 
physical self? 

Hiking, trail running, identification of local 
flora and fauna, games and sports, survival 
skills 

Connection to natural environment, 
exploration of physical self 

Curiosity, intrinsic motivation, 
confidence and discipline 

Shelter building 
Identification of local flora 
and fauna 
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2.1, 3.3, 4.2, 4.4 

Water catchment and 
filtration 

6-12 Yoga How can I sense into my body? 

How can I use my breathing to move 
through the world with skill? 

Who am I? 

How can I use my physical body to 
focus and relax my mind? 

Asana (yoga postures), Breathing, 
Meditation 

My body is safe and my fears are 
manageable 

Parasympathetic and sympathetic nervous 
system balancing techniques 

1.2, 2.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 

Centering, conscious 
relaxation, focus, self-control, 
self-awareness 

6-12 Performing 
Arts 

What is the role of community in 
Theatre?  

What is my process for acknowledging 
my fears concerning investment in the 
activities of the class and production, 
and working through them? 

How do I honor and respect myself 
and others? 

How do I access a character other than 
my own? 

What is my focal point, and can I put 
my concentration on something 
beyond myself? 

Musical Theatre Production: Auditions, 
Literature, Rehearsal, Performance, 
Reflection 

Respect and Honoring, Community, Self-
Awareness, Discipline and Responsibility 

Progressive skills 
development in Acting, 
Singing, Dance, and 
Theatrical Production 

Understanding literature 
through art; Plot; Character; 
Vocabulary of dance, theater, 
and music  

Musical Theatre Production, 
Auditions, Applying skills of 
Critical Analysis to the 
Literature-Script, Rehearsal 
and Performance, Reflection 

Song Share 
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How do I become aware of everyone in 
the room and contribute to a safe 
environment for growing and taking 
risks? 

How do I accept myself where I am at 
on the path to perfection? 

 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.6, 3.3, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

Auditions 

Character Project 

Musical Theatre Production 
(Middle School and High 
School Separate) 

All-School Production of The 
Ramayana 

11, 
12 

Values in 
American and 
World Thought 

What skills will help me shape and 
understanding of the world, and 
support my ability to find meaning as I 
engage in life experiences? 

How well do I know myself? 

What is my capacity to engage 
complexities of life and respond with 
curiosity and creativity? 

Do I have caring, reciprocal 
relationships at all the different levels 
of association in my life? 

Are my actions consistent with my 
values? 

Reading, dialogue and reflection to 
enhance language skills and develop a 
broader concept vocabulary 

Formal and expressive writing process 

Engaging with small and large groups to 
learn how to be in true dialogue 

Organizing thoughts, engaging in inquiry, 
expressing ideas, and integrating new 
concepts via dialogue 

Developing the capacity to ask questions 
that will expand knowledge and awareness 

The Learning Journey Rubric: The Call 
(conceptual learning), The Journey 
(Experiential Learning), and The Return 

Technical and media skills to 
enhance communication, 
Vocabulary, Critical thinking 
and writing, Critical speaking, 
Symbolic awareness, 
Research skills, Inquiry skills 

Self-reflection, discernment, 
cognitive skills 

World travel 

Learning Journey: 
Government in Action trip to 
Washington, DC 

Learning Journey: 
International Trips to India or 
South Africa 
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(Integration of Learning and New 
Awareness) 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

6-8 Middle School 
Learning 
Journey

How do I effect and interact-with the 
natural environment in the process of 
my routines? 

How do I interact successfully with my 
peers and with authorities in my 
community outside my family of 
origin? 

Leadership and team-building games and 
activities, Waste-free outdoor survival skills, 
Facing and overcoming fears, Honoring the 
self and others 

Environmental Stewardship in: Marine 
ecosystems, Riparian ecosystems, Redwood 
ecosystems 

1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.6, 3.2, 4.2, 4.4 

Self-reflective writing, 
scientific field journals, waste-
free logistics, collaboration, 
backpacking skills (8th grade) 

9-12 High School 
Learning 
Journey 

How do I effect and interact-with the 
natural environment in the process of 
my routines? 

How do I interact successfully with my 
peers and with authorities in my 
community outside my family of 
origin? 

Leadership and team-building, Waste-free 
outdoor survival skills, Facing and 
overcoming fears, Honoring the self and 
others 

Environmental Stewardship in Riparian 
ecosystems 

1.1, 2.1, 2.4, 2.6, 4.2, 4.4 

Group camping, river rafting 

8 Rite of Passage How does a period of silence and 
solitary self-reflection enable me to 
learn about myself? 

Contending with boredom 

Use and abuse of technological devices and 
their effect on our self-awareness and 
choices 

Examine our own process of self-discovery 

Solo camping, silence, 
reflective journaling, dialogue 
and group processing 
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Explore traditional / historical rites of 
passage 

2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.3, 4.2, 4.4 

9 Catalina 
Environmental 
Leadership 
Program 

How do I develop my capacity for 
plurality in understanding others? 

How do I engage with my community 
when I need to face my fears? 

What is it like for me to step out of my 
comfort zone? 

How do I interface with other species 
as a guest in their biome? 

What do human communities look like 
when they are in complete harmony 
with their natural setting? 

High ropes course, Team-building games 
and activities, Climbing wall, Waste-free 
community practices, Marine life close-
encounters 

Environmental Stewardship in Marine and 
Island ecosystems 

Use and abuse of technological devices and 
their effect on our self-awareness and 
choices, addiction vs. intimacy 

1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6, 3.1, 4.2, 4.4 

Group awareness and 
communication, self-
management in challenging 
travel situations, collaboration 
skills, empathy, effective 
leadership tools 

Learning journey to Catalina 
Island  
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Social Emotional Learning Program Alignment with Mount Madonna School 

Academic Excellence: 

--The program requires 7.0 years of intentional education in self-development and social emotional learning. 
-- At Mount Madonna, social emotional learning runs through every class and program.  The courses and experiences in 
the SEL category bring SEL to a rigorous and age-appropriate intellectual consideration of personal growth.   

Positive Character Development: 

--The program aims to empower global citizens who understand how to effect positive change locally and globally. 
--The program includes both collaborative projects and projects that encourage individual self-development and growth. 
--Classes place an emphasis on producing graduates who can consciously undergo the process of self-development. 

Creative Self Expression: 

--Students are asked-to identify and explore their own creative process with intention. 
--In many courses students keep creative personal learning journals. 
--Courses include many open-ended projects in which there is no single correct answer or product required.  
--Students are expected to graduate with a conscious understanding of how to encourage their own creative process. 
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MMS Social Studies  
Core Competencies for Graduates 

Area 1: Empathy and Systems Thinking 

1.1 Students recognize people of different cultures and religions as members of their human family. 

1.2 Students demonstrate an understanding of how human behavior, and their own behavior, impacts other people and societies.  

1.3 Students have developed the capacity for discernment and curiosity. 

1.4 Students have explored diversity and commonality between cultures and religions both globally and locally, personally and as a member of a 
society. 

Area 2:  Integrative 21st Century Research Skil ls  

2.1 Students can organize and connect concepts in clear written form. 

2.2 Students can obtain and integrate multiple research sources, and they understand the processes of questioning and locating sources. 

Area 3:  History as a Way of Knowing 

3.1 Students are comfortable with complexity and complex problems, and they are able to view history as a point of view.  

3.3 Students demonstrate an understanding of role of history in the pursuit of knowing about their place in the world. 

3.4 Students can formulate insightful questions based on sound research and personal reflection. 

Area 4:  Civic Engagement 
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4.1 Students understand formal and informal power and agency or authority. 

4.2 Students have considered gender, race, and religion in the context of inequality, privilege, and human rights. 

4.3 Students have participated in one or more focused efforts to improve a community. 

Area 5:  Historical,  Polit ical,  and Cultural Knowledge 

5.1 Students understand their social, political, historical, economic, and ecological roots. 

5.2 Students recognize the impact of history on the current state of society. 

5.3 Students can name and analyze the relationships between governments, economies, production, consumption, power, and authority. 
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MMS Upper School Social Studies Curriculum Map 
Gr. Topic Central 

Questions 
Concepts/Units Academic Skills 

6 World 
History 6 

What is the influence 
of history and early 
civilizations on 
modern society?     

What is our social, 
political, historical, 
economical, and 
ecological place in 
the world?   

How do we self-
organize as 
civilizations and what 
are the 
consequences? 

Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization, 
Ancient Egypt and the Near East, Ancient India, 
Ancient China, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome  

Impact of Geography and Climate, 
Power/Authority/Governance, How and why 
humans construct world views 

1.1, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 

Research and evaluate information 
from a variety of sources 

Use knowledge and information to 
form and support opinions 
concerning social, historical and 
political topics 

Use maps, charts, and graphs to 
demonstrate understanding of 
geography 

7 World 
History 7 

What is the influence 
of history and earlier 
civilizations on 
modern society?     

What is our social, 
political, historical, 
economical, and 
ecological place in 

Ancient Greece, Roman Empire, Medieval 
Europe, Rise of Islam and West Africa, Imperial 
China and Medieval Japan, Civilizations of the 
Americas, Renaissance and Reformation 

Impact of Geography and Climate, Relationship 
between government and economics, Exploring 
diversity and commonality, 
Power/Authority/Governance, How and why 

Research and evaluate information 
from a variety of sources, obtain and 
integrate multiple sources 

Use knowledge and information to 
form and support opinions 
concerning social, historical and 
political topics 
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the world? 

How do we self-
organize as 
civilizations and what 
are the 
consequences? 

humans construct world views 

1.1, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 

Use maps, charts, and graphs to 
demonstrate understanding of 
geographic, social, and political 
topics 

Demonstrate insight into the 
influence of history and earlier 
civilizations on modern society 

8 U.S. History 
8 

What is the influence 
of history on modern 
society?   

How did we come to 
be a nation?   

What is our social, 
political, historical, 
economical, and 
ecological place in 
the world? 

Colonization, American Revolution, Articles of 
Confederation and the US Constitution, the 
Federalist Era, the Age of Jefferson, the Age of 
Jackson and Expansion, Civil War, 
Reconstruction 

Impact of Geography and Climate, Relationship 
between government and economics, Exploring 
diversity and commonality, 
Power/Authority/Governance, How and why 
humans construct world views, the Role of the 
individual in society, Power and responsibility 

1.1, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 

Research and evaluate information 
from a variety of sources, obtain and 
integrate multiple sources 

Use knowledge and information to 
form and support opinions 
concerning social, historical and 
political topics 

Use maps, charts, and graphs to 
demonstrate understanding of 
geographic, social, and political 
topics 

Demonstrate insight into the 
influence of history and earlier 
civilizations on modern society 

Ability to organize and connect 
concepts into a clear written form 

9 World 
History 9 

How does physical 
geography influence 
world cultures and 

Enlightenment and Revolution, Industrialization 
and the New Global Age, World Wars and 
Revolutions, The World Today, Geography 

Draw and label a map of the worlds’ 
countries, note-taking skills, 
expository writing skills, verbal and 
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history? 

How do humans 
make sense of and 
respond to their 
world? 

How do historians 
find, evaluate, and 
use sources to 
support their 
positions? 

How does the past 
help us understand 
our society, politics, 
and culture today? 

Defining and analyzing “progress” as a theme 

How Geography (physical, cultural, and political) 
influences human actions 

How religion, politics, and economics influence 
globalization (global interactions) across time 
and place 

written debate skills 

Finding, evaluating, analyzing, and 
acknowledging primary and 
secondary sources 

Note-taking 

Expression of ideas in analytical and 
persuasive writing 

10 U.S. History 
10 with AP 
Option 

How does the past 
help us understand 
our society, politics, 
and culture today? 

How have historians 
interpreted and 
presented the past? 

Age of exploration and colonial settlements 

Revolution and creation of a new nation Early republic and 
expansions 

Slavery, reform, and politics: the road to civil war 

Immigration and industrialization 

Progressive era reform, consumer culture, and world wars 

Cold war and civil rights 

Global politics, terrorism, and culture wars 

How history is written and what sources and voices are 

Note-taking from lectures and reading 

Research in both primary and secondary 
sources 

Critical reading and analysis of both primary 
and secondary sources 

Analytical and persuasive writing supported by 
evidence 

Additional AP Skil ls:  

Evaluate, interpret, and analyze primary source 
documents and answer document-based 
questions 
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heard, How ordinary people respond and participate in 
historical events, How race and slavery have impacted 
American culture and politics over time, How factors such as 
gender and class/economics have impacted American 
culture and politics 

Read and evaluate college-level texts 

Pass College Board APUSH exam 

11 U.S. 
Government 
With AP 
Option 

How can we 
understand U.S. 
political institutions 
and ideals within 
historical context?  

What are our rights 
and responsibilities 
as citizens?  

19th Century: Constitution and Federalism; The 

Reconstruction Era Amendments; 14th Amendment and 

Equal Protection; Protections for Workers and Consumers 

1900-1945: Origins of Social Welfare; How Women Won the 

Vote; Scopes Trial and Religious Freedom; Economic Policy 

Under the New Deal ; Military Policy and the Failure of 

Diplomacy 

1945-1980: Capitalism v. Communism; Cold War Social and 

Economic Policies at Home and Abroad; Civil Liberties and 

Civil Rights;  Modern Media and Political Campaigns;  

Economic Policy: The Oil Crisis; Presidential Power and 

Vietnam; Welfare Reform  

1980-Present: Interest Group and Lobbyists; Changes in the 

Supreme Court; U.S. Foreign Policy and the United Nations; 

The Elections of 2000 and 2008; Patterns in Voter Turnout 

Understand the theoretical and practical role of the U.S. 

Constitution in American politics, including federalism, the 

separation of powers, and checks and balances 

Identify the major political institutions of the United States 

and their functions: the Congress, the presidency, and the 

Supreme Court.  

Be familiar with major public policies and understand the 

process of policymaking at the federal level.    

Raise and explore questions about political institutions, 

values, and behaviors in a democratic society within an 

historical context.  

Note-taking from lectures & readings 

Research to find both primary & 

secondary sources 

Critical reading and analysis of both 

primary & secondary sources 

Analytical & persuasive writing 

supported by evidence 

Additional AP ski l ls :  

Evaluate, interpret, & analyze primary 

source documents and answer 

document-based questions 

Read & evaluate college-level texts 

Pass College Board AP US 

Government exam 

Page 68



Understand how American citizens and groups organize and 

communicate their political interests through the party 

system, elections, interest groups, and the mass media.  

Understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and 
the evolution of civil rights and liberties. 

11, 
12 

Values in 
American 
and World 
Thought 11 
and 12 

What skills will help 
me shape and 
understanding of the 
world, and support 
my ability to find 
meaning as I engage 
in life experiences? 
 
How well do I know 
myself? 
 
What is my capacity 
to engage 
complexities of life 
and respond with 
curiosity and 
creativity? 
 
Do I have caring, 
reciprocal 
relationships at all the 
different levels of 
association in my life? 
 
Are my actions 
consistent with my 

Reading, dialogue and reflection to enhance 
language skills and develop a broader concept 
vocabulary 
 
Formal and expressive writing process 
 
Engaging with small and large groups to learn 
how to be in true dialogue 
 
Organizing thoughts, engaging in inquiry, 
expressing ideas, and integrating new concepts 
via dialogue 
 
Developing the capacity to ask questions that 
will expand knowledge and awareness 
 
The Learning Journey Rubric: The Call 
(conceptual learning), The Journey (Experiential 
Learning), and The Return (Integration of 
Learning and New Awareness) 
 

Vocabulary, critical thinking and 
writing, Critical speaking, Symbolic 
awareness, Research skills, Inquiry 
skills 
 
Self-reflection, discernment, cognitive 
skills 
 
World travel 
 
Learning Journey: Government in 
Action trip to Washington, DC 
 
Learning Journey: International Trips 
to India or South Africa 
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values? 

12 U.S. 
Womens 
History 

What are the social 
constructions of 
gender in the US? 
 
What events, ideas, 
and individuals 
shaped economic, 
legal, political, 
cultural, and social 
context for women in 
US History?  

Lives of colonial women; American women in 
the revolutionary era; Women and reform; The 
female slave experience; Women and the 
westward journey; Black women’s activism; 
Depression, new deal, and the family; Women 
and World War II; 1950s domesticity and cold 
war culture; Civil rights and women’s liberation 
movements; Gender, race, and sexuality; Third 
wave feminism and global human rights  

Research skills in locating and 
interpreting historical evidence; 
Critical evaluation of secondary 
source readings; Expository writing 
skills; Oral communication skills 
 
Habits of mind: self-reflection, 
consideration of multiple 
perspectives, further questioning 

12 World 
Religions 

How do religious 
traditions impact 
society and the way 
we view ourselves? 

Indigenous Religions, Judiasm, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese Philosophy 
(Taoism/Confucianism) 
 
Spirituality vs. religion, Creation myths, Diversity 
and commonality with religious practices, 
Historic, political, and geographical grounding 
for religious identity 

Analytical writing and thinking, 
Research skills, Analysis of historical 
documents, Compare/contrast, 
Collaborative group projects 
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Social Studies Program Alignment with Mount Madonna School 
 

Academic Excellence: 
 

--The program requires 5.5 years of college preparatory social studies with an option to add an additional semester, and 
encompasses several major projects and two offsite trips devoted-to social studies. 
-- The program is not targeted-at any standardized test as we expect our students and teachers to spend more time going deeply 
into topics and accessing their human desire to attain mastery.   
-- The program goes beyond the traditional cannon by requiring two years of study focused on the United States as well as two years 
of Values in World Thought. 
--All classes include multiple learning modalities and hands-on research. 
--The program includes in-depth project-based learning at all levels. 

 
Positive Character Development:  
 

--The program aims to empower global citizens who understand their place in the culture and history of human populations at home 
and abroad.  This includes self-confidence in one’s ability to understand complex problems and topics. 
--The program includes both collaborative projects and projects that encourage individual creativity and empowerment. 
--The curriculum allows flexibility to go deeply into topics of personal importance to students. 

 
Creative Self Expression: 
 

--Students are asked-to identify and answer their own questions. 
--Students complete arts-integrated projects at every grade level. 
--Each course includes many open-ended questions and projects in which there is no single correct answer or product required.  
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Technology Philosophy 

 
Mount Madonna School recognizes that technological tools, in all their forms (computers, phones, 
cameras, glasses, watches, activity bands, game consoles, software, etc.) are a relevant and 
important part of our lives today. Within the educational context of this broader community, we 
strive to teach social and ethical responsibility, engage technology tools in our creative and 
analytical enterprises, and teach skill sets that will help our students become effective world citizens. 
Beginning in elementary and continuing through high school, we engage our students in discussions 
about appropriate behavior, safety, and responsibility in the online community. Through using the 
technology available today, we strive to engender in our students flexibility and confidence to 
explore the ever-changing digital world. Our faculty and administration work to stay informed about 
the emerging wealth of new resources, recognizing that technology tools are just one set of 
resources available to support the learning environment. We continually and carefully evaluate and 
select tools we feel most support our curriculum and school mission. 
 
Mission Statement 
We are a community of learners dedicated to creative, intellectual and ethical growth. We support 
our students to become caring, self-aware, discerning and articulate individuals. We believe a 
fulfilling life includes personal accomplishments, meaningful relationships and service to society. 
 
We value: 

x Our learning community, which includes students, alumni, faculty, administrators, staff and 
families 

x Intellectual inquiry that fosters a love of learning, self-discipline and perseverance 
x Continual exploration of how our students learn best 
x The development of relationships based on self-acceptance, empathy, honesty, integrity, 

respectful communication and shared experiences  
x The transformative power of the creative process 
x Experiential outdoor learning that inspires an appreciation for nature, environmental 

stewardship and a sense of well-being  
 

Our expectations of use for all members of our community include: 
x Respect the learning environment  
x Respect and protect the privacy of others 
x Respect and protect the integrity, availability, and security of all electronic resources 
x Respect and protect the intellectual property of others 
x Respect and practice the principles of community 

 
 
We will evaluate technology tools and infrastructure improvements used at MMS based on 
the following criteria: 

x Does it support the learning environment that develops critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration and creativity? 

x Does it support our philosophy of integrating academic excellence, creative self-expression 
and positive character? 

x Does it support our values of relationship, community, stewardship, inquiry, love of learning 
and creative process? 

x Does it support our best-practices of instructional strategies, approach to teaching and 
student learning? 

x Does it support effective methods for assessment and accountability to determine both its 
effectiveness and evaluation of those using it? 

x Does it contribute to the overall effectiveness of our technological infrastructure, or support 
the continued growth and development of our community? 
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School Profile 2015-16 
 

The School 
Founded in 1979, Mount Madonna School (MMS) is a small 
non-profit school serving all grades from preschool through 

high school. We are a rigorous college preparatory CAIS/WASC 
accredited school emphasizing a solid foundation in core 
academics, and meeting all requirements of demanding 
colleges and universities. Our academic core is supplemented 
by additional emphases on creative self-expression and the 
development of positive character. 

Mount Madonna School is located on 355 acres of forested 
mountaintop property overlooking the Monterey Bay. We are 
hosted by Mount Madonna Center, a community founded on 
the principles of yoga and dedicated to compassion, self-
development and service to society. The values of the Center 
and the beauty of the natural environment provide a 
supportive and inspirational context for our learning 
community. 

Student Body and Faculty 
Mount Madonna School has 194 students from Pre-K to 12th 
grade with 60 students in the High School. We draw students 
from Santa Cruz, Monterey and Santa Clara counties. 

48% of Mount Madonna’s High School faculty has advanced 
degrees including 3 PhDs. Our small class size of 15 to 20 
students allows us to address student needs and potential. Our 
low student/teacher ratio allows the development of strong 
personal relationships with academic, social and practical 
benefits for our students. 

Admissions/Financial Aid 
Entry to High School is based on social, emotional and 
academic readiness. This includes a 3.0 overall average with 
no grade lower than C, satisfactory scores on standardized 
exams, and a record of good conduct and positive 
contributions to the school community. In addition, students 
are required to have completed at least one year of study of a 
foreign language, preferably Spanish, prior to enrolling in the 
9th grade. 

Mount Madonna School is committed to maintaining economic 
diversity within our community of families. The Bernice Arnold 
Scholarship Endowment and other special donations are 
allocated for scholarships. Financial scholarship awards are 
based on the family’s economic needs and approximately 34% 
of the student body receives financial assistance. 

 

Mission/Philosophy 

We are a community of learners dedicated to creative, 
intellectual, and ethical growth. We support our students to 
become caring, self-aware, discerning, and articulate 
individuals. We believe a fulfilling life includes personal 
accomplishments, meaningful relationships, and service to 
society. We pursue our values and mission through the 
integration of Academic Excellence, Creative Self-Expression, 
and Positive Character Development. These principles 
permeate all we do, and bring depth, meaning and enthusiasm 
to learning at MMS.  

Academic Excellence 

We offer a balanced academic program that is developmentally 
appropriate and prepares students to become life-long 
learners.  The school builds student independence by providing 
opportunities and challenges that develop initiative and 
discipline, preparing students for college and beyond.  

Creative Self-Expression 

Creative self-expression is part of all academic coursework. We 
integrate creative arts and academics with the belief that they 
are mutually reinforcing. This allows students to discover new 
gifts and talents, and overcome self-perceived limitations. All 
students study acting, voice, dance, art, creative writing, and 
participate in the performing arts program. Our productions 
demonstrate and encourage the collaborative process. Here, 
individual effort and a willingness to contribute to the greater 
whole results in an inspiring and fulfilling experience. 
Performance builds self-confidence, and collaboration prepares 
students for effective working relationships well beyond their 
school years.  

Positive Character Development 

We recognize that each student’s character is influenced at 
school by the interaction of the explicit and implicit curriculum. 
The explicit curriculum is found in the choice of content, 
activities, and materials that shape our program. The implicit 
curriculum is expressed in our school culture through 
relationships, teacher modeling, and classroom practices. 
These dynamic processes create a context that promotes 
learning and positive character development. 

Supriya McDonald, Head of School 
Jivanti Rutansky, Director of High School 
CEEB Code: 053711 
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Academic Program 

 

 

Curriculum 

ENGLISH (4 years required) 
English 9 (Honors), English 10 (Honors), English 11, AP English 
Literature and Composition, English 12, English 12 Honors 

MATHEMATICS (4 years required) 
Algebra I, Algebra II, Algebra II Honors, Geometry, Geometry 
Honors, Pre-Calculus, Pre-Calculus Honors, Calculus I, AP 
Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Statistics and AP Statistics 

LABORATORY SCIENCE (4 years required) 
(Listed in curriculum sequence) 
Physics, Physics Honors, Chemistry, Chemistry Honors, Biology, 
Biology Honors, Science with Humanity (and Honors course), AP 
Physics: Mechanics 

SOCIAL STUDIES (4 years required) 
World History and Geography, US History or US History Honors, 
AP US History, US Government and Politics, AP US Government 
and Politics 

COLLEGE‐PREPARATORY ELECTIVES 
American Women’s History, Marine Biology, Oceanography, 
Values in American Thought I, Values in World Thought II, World 
Religions 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE (3 years required) 
Spanish I (Honors), Spanish II (Honors), Spanish III, Spanish III 
Honors, Spanish IV, or other language by arrangement 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS (4 years required) 
Creative Performing Arts I-IV (4 year required series) 

ENRICHMENT CLASSES 

21st Century Skills (fka Life Skills), Creative Writing, Dance, 
including choreography, Fine Arts, including digital photography, 
digital design, Leadership, including student governance, 
buddy/mentor programs, Music, including theory, voice, and 
choir 
Yearbook, designed and produced by senior class 

Honors 
Honors courses are available based on the honors policy 
established by the University of California. Additional Honors 
courses are made available by arrangement with MMS faculty 
and when interest and ability warrant, by special arrangement 
with local community colleges. 

Advanced Placement 
All AP courses are open to interested students. Some courses 
are only offered to a particular grade. For example, only juniors 
can enroll in AP English Literature and Composition. If two AP 
math courses (AP Calculus AB/BC and AP Statistics) are offered 
in the senior year, students may only enroll in one of the 
courses due to our scheduling constraints. 

 

 
Values in American/World Thought & Travel Program  
“Through study, reflection, dialogue and action, we seek to develop 
our capacities as responsible and compassionate world citizens.” 

Our travel programs are conducted as part of the Values in 
American/World Thought curriculum taught in the Junior and 
Senior years. This program aims to develop capacities of self-
awareness and an ongoing inquiry into values that inform our 
actions and our life purpose. The students spend months 
preparing, through reading, writing, dialogue, reflection and 
projects, for an extended service/learning trip. 

Every other year both classes go together to Washington, D.C. 
to interview national leaders in government and NGOs. On 
alternate years each class travels to India or South Africa, 
combining service, meaningful engagement with peers in high 
schools of those regions, and interviews with spiritual and 
political leaders. It is our intention to support the development 
of citizens the world most needs now: those who can respond 
with creativity and care in these changing and challenging times, 
and those who can balance their own needs in relationship to 
others in the communities of which they are a part. 

Integrated Performing Arts 
All students study acting, voice, dance, and creative writing as 
part of Mount Madonna School’s well-developed performing arts 
program. Our productions nurture collaboration and community 
building for the greater whole, resulting in an inspiring and 
fulfilling experience. The High School sponsors two major 
dramatic events each year. Each year there is an all high school 
musical production, and a school-wide production of The 
Ramayana, an ancient Indian classic depicting an adventurous 
struggle between the forces of good and evil. Each year, the 
High School students lead the entire school in this musical 
drama, which is attended by over 1500 people annually. The 
Ramayana production brings students, family members and 
community together in a joint effort and demonstrates the many 
fruits of intergenerational cooperation. 
 

Sports 
Mount Madonna School provides excellent cross country, and 
volleyball activities for both boys and girls. Our athletic 
department is exceptional in that 90% of our high school 
population participates and competes successfully against much 
larger schools that have a very “deep bench.” MMS athletes 
exemplify concentration, hard work and heart. 
The 2014-2015 Boys Varsity Volleyball team returned to 
championship form with a SCCAL Co-Championship last season. We 
have had four championships in the past 5 years.  They participated 
in the regional CCS tournament, making it to the semi finals before 
ending their season. 
The 2014-2015 Girls Varsity Volleyball team excelled by qualifying 
for the CIF State Tournament for only the 3rd time in school history.  
They finished second in the Regional CCS tournament, before ending 
their season in the first round of NORCAL's.  
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Academic Program 

 

SAT Reasoning Results Combined Classes of 2014‐15 
 (n=34)  Middle 50%  Mean 
Critical Reading 530-630 578 
Math 490-600 542 
Writing 530-610 575 
Total 1550-1840 1697 
 

Advanced Placement Results 2011‐2015 
x 124 students took AP Exams 
x total of 201 exams in an average of 5 subjects 
x 30% of the AP Exams received scores of 3 or higher 

 

Numbers include students who have not yet completed AP coursework 

Awards and Distinctions 2011‐2015 
5 Commended Students, National Merit Scholarship Program, 
Gates Millennium Scholar (GMS), 3 National AP Scholars, 1 AP 
Scholar with Honor, 2 AP Scholars with Distinction, 6 AP Scholars 

Grade Scale 
A+  =   97-100% The minimum passing percentage is 73%. 
A    =   93-96%  
A-   =   90-92% Grade points awarded on the transcripts: 
B+  =   87-89% All A’s = 4 
B    =   83-86% All B’s = 3 
B-   =   80-82% All C’s = 2 
C+  =   77-79% All D’s = 1 
C    =   73-76% All F’s = 0 
C-   =   70-72%  
D+  =   67-69%  
D    =   63-66%  
D-   =   60-62%  

Grade Point Average (GPA) Calculation 
GPA is computed using the above grade points. AP and Honors 
classes are weighted by one point. 

Grade Point Averages (GPAs) 

GPAs – Combined classes 2014 (n=18) , 2015 (n=16) 
Quartile  Weighted  Unweighted 
1st 3.37-3.81 3.07-3.45 
2nd 3.82-4.04 3.46-3.66 
3rd 4.05-4.43 3.67-3.94 
4th 4.44-4.55 3.95-4.00 

 
Valedictorian and Salutatorians are chosen for each class. 
A minimum of 240 credits is required for graduation. Students 
engage in school organized community outreach as well as 
international service work.

College Attendance 
After graduation from Mount Madonna School, nearly 100% of our students choose to attend a four-year university.  
Alumni of Mount Madonna have attended the following colleges and universities: 
 

Amherst	College	
American	University		
Antioch	University	
Bard	College	
Barnard	College	
Bennington	College	
Berklee	College	of	Music	
Boston	College	
Boston	University	
Brown	University	
Cabrillo	College	
California	College	of	the	Arts		
California	Institute	of	the	Arts	
California	Polytechnic	State	University,	SLO	
California	State	University,	Chico	
California	State	University,	Long	Beach	
California	State	University,	Monterey	Bay	
California	State	University,	Northridge	
Carleton	College	
Central	St.	Martins	College	of	Design,	London		
Chapman	University	
Claremont	McKenna	
Cogswell	Polytechnical	College,	Silicon	Valley	
Columbia	College	Chicago	
Cooper	Union	
Cornell	University	
De	Anza	College	
Eugene	Lang	College	of	New	School	
University	
Evergreen	State	College	
George	Washington	University	
Georgia	Institute	of	Technology	
Harvard	University	
Kalamazoo	College	
Lewis	and	Clark	College	

Loyola	Marymount	University	
Marlboro	College	
Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technology	(MIT)	
Menlo	College		
Mills	College	
Monterey	Peninsula	College	
Muhlenberg	College	
Naropa	University	
New	York	University		
Northeastern	University	
Oberlin	College	
Occidental	College	
Pitzer	College	
Pomona	College	
Portland	State	University	
Pratt	Institute	
Princeton	University	
Reed	College	
Rose‐Hulman	Institute	of	Technology	
San	Diego	State	University		
San	Francisco	State	University	
San	Jose	State	University		
Santa	Barbara	City	College	
Santa	Clara	University		
Sarah	Lawrence	College	
Seattle	University	
Sonoma	State	University	
Scripps	College	
Seattle	Art	Institute	
Skidmore	College		
Sonoma	State	University	
Southern	Oregon	University	
St.	John’s	College	
St.	Lawrence	University	
Stanford	University	

Suffolk	University	
Tulane	University	
Tufts	University	
Union	College	
United	States	Military	Academy	at	West	Point		
University	of	Arizona		
University	of	British	Columbia	
University	of	Buffalo	
University	of	California,	Berkeley	
University	of	California,	Davis	
University	of	California,	Irvine	
University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	
University	of	California,	Merced	
University	of	California,	San	Diego		
University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara	
University	of	California,	Santa	Cruz	
University	of	Colorado,	Boulder	
University	of	Miami	
University	of	Oregon	
University	of	Puget	Sound	
University	of	Redlands	
University	of	San	Diego	
University	of	San	Francisco	
University	of	Southern	California	
University	of	the	Pacific	
University	of	Texas,	Austin	
University	of	Vermont	
Vassar	College	
Virginia	Polytechnic	Institute	
Whitman	College	
Whittier	College	
Willamette	University	
Yale	University
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