
ApplicationApplication for Admission
        
Mount Madonna School  |  491 Summit Road  |  Watsonville, CA  95076  |  (408) 847-2717  |  (408) 847-5633 Fax
               
Today’s Date:   ______________ Requested date of admission:  Month __________ Year ________  Applying for grade ______

Applicant’s Name ___________________________________________ Date of Birth _____________ Age ______ Gender________

Home Address __________________________________ City __________________________ State _____ Zip ________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION: 

Father/Parent _________________________ Employer ______________________________ Title __________________________

Business Address ______________________________  City __________________________ State _____ Zip ________________

Phones:  Home ( ______ ) ________________   Work ( ______ ) ________________  Cell ( ______ ) ________________

Email Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mother/Parent _________________________ Employer ______________________________ Title _________________________

Business Address ______________________________  City __________________________ State _____ Zip ________________

Phones:  Home ( ______ ) ________________   Work ( ______ ) ________________  Cell ( ______ ) ________________

Email Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________

If separated or divorced, please list the home address of the other parent:  

Parent’s Name _________________________  Email Address ________________________ Phone ( ______ ) ________________

Home Address ___________________________________ City _______________________ State ______ Zip __________________

In the case of a divorced or separated family, the applicant lives :   

Equal time with both parents  ________ Or the majority of the time with ____________________________________________

Current School _________________________________________________  Phone  ( ______ ) __________________________

Director’s/Principal’s Name _____________________________________  Grades attended ___________________________

Previous School _________________________________________________ Phone  ( ______ ) __________________________

Director’s/Principal’s Name _____________________________________  Grades attended __________________________

Previous School _________________________________________________ Phone ( ______ ) __________________________

Director’s/Principal’s Name _____________________________________  Grades attended ____________________________

Preschool/Kindergarten Students only:  Number of days requested ______ Preference of Days _________________________

Has the applicant ever been dismissed, suspended, withdrawn, or subject to disciplinary action from any school? ______

If so, when? Please provide details: ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



In order to meet your child’s needs we need to know if s/he has ever had:  Speech Therapy_________Counseling________

Special Resource Services for:  Reading ________Math _______Other ________________________________________________

Special Testing for ___________________________________________________________________________________________

SIBLING(S) 

 Name     Age   School 

_____________________________________       ________________       ______________________________________________

_____________________________________       ________________       ______________________________________________

_____________________________________       ________________       ______________________________________________

PARENT QUESTIONS:
On a separate sheet of paper, parents please tell us:

1.  Why you want to enroll your child in Mount Madonna School?
2.  What are your child’s particular interests, aptitudes, and areas needing improvement?
3.  In what ways would you be interested in participating and sharing your talents/resources to support  
      Mount Madonna School?                                                

Parents of Applicants entering 1st or 2nd grade:
4.  What is the title of a favorite book your child can read by themselves?

APPLICANT QUESTIONS:
On a separate sheet of paper, applicants please tell us:

Applicants entering 3rd, 4th, 5th grade: 
1.  What were the last two books you enjoyed reading by yourself?
2.  What is your favorite subject to study at your current school and why is it your favorite?
3.  What do you like to do when you are not at school? 
4.  What is something you are proud of about yourself?

Applicants to Middle/High School: 
1.  Please submit: a) the name of the last two books you have read,
                                b) a recent, written assignment from your current school.
2.  Please write an essay telling us what attracts you to MMS, what your current and future goals are and what 
     things are personally important to you.
3.  What do you like to do in your free time?

ALL APPLICANTS PLEASE ENCLOSE:
❒   A small recent photograph of the applicant.
❒   A $100 non-refundable application fee payable to Mount Madonna School.
❒   Copies of the most recent Report Card, Evaluation or Developmental Report (required for grades 1-10).
❒   Copies of Standardized Testing information if available (required for grades 5 - 10).

 ❒  Please check if you would like a Financial Aid Application Packet for   20____/20 ____ school year.

Mount Madonna School’s open admission and fi nancial aid policies do not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, sexual 
preference, ethnic origin, disability, marital status, religion, creed or similar factors. This policy applies to all areas of student 
concerns: admissions, athletics, educational policies, fi nancial aid, and other school administered programs. 

I hereby authorize Mount Madonna School to contact my child’s current and previous schools for information regarding 
my child.  All information received by the Admissions  Offi ce will be kept confi dential by the Admissions Committee.  MMS 
reserves the right to cancel any offer of admissions and/or contract should information be withheld or misleading.  

Parent/ Guardian Signature___________________________________________________ Date _______________

Please submit your application to the attention of 

Admissions at Mount Madonna School, 491 Summit Road, Watsonville, CA 95076
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Application Process

Application Process
Preschool - 5th Grade

Admissions Eligibility

Preschool Readiness
Students who turn 3 years old by September 1st, are completely toilet trained and able to 
verbally express wants and needs are eligible for our pre-school program. Admission is based 
on assessment of readiness from a personal interview session, class visit and discussion with 
the parents.

Kindergarten Readiness
For eligibility to our Kindergarten program, in addition to the preschool criteria above, students 
must be 5 years old by September 1st.

Elementary Eligibility
Entry to Elementary School is based on social, emotional and academic readiness. This 
includes student performance at or above grade level in all academic areas, satisfactory scores 
on standardized exams and a record of good conduct.

Checklist

❒ Tour Mount Madonna School

❒ Submit the Application Form with $100 Application Fee

❒ Submit copies of report cards and summaries of standardized tests

❒ Send Confi dential Reports with addressed-stamped envelope to previous 
teachers

Tours
In order to fully appreciate and understand the philosophy of our Preschool/Kindergarten 
Program for young learners, we ask applicants and their parents to meet with our Director of 
the Program, Sarojani Rohan. 

Elementary Director, Supriya McDonald, will arrange tours and class visits for Elementary 
families and can assist you with questions about the Elementary Program.

We require that all applicants receive a School Tour from Supriya McDonald. Families view the 
three campus areas and learn about the mission and history of our school, parent participation, 
the overview of programs at all levels, transportation, assessments and the admissions 
process. 
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To arrange a tour please call the Admissions Offi ce at 408-847-2717 xt. 232 and ask to speak 
with Lara Kilpatrick, Asst. Director of Admissions. When leaving a message, please include 
the following information:    

1.  Your name 
2.  Student’s name and grade 
3.  Phone number and best times to reach you 
 

Application and Confi dential Report Forms
Enclosed are the necessary forms for the application process. 

Application Form – complete the form in its entirety.

Application Fee – Submit a nonrefundable $100 application fee to the address below. (Checks 
payable to Mount Madonna School)

Confi dential Report(s) - We request one confi dential form for Kindergarten, and two for 
Elementary School. If your child has been in a previous preschool or school program, give the 
Confi dential Report Form(s) to your child’s most current teachers with a stamped envelope 
addressed to:

Elementary Admissions

Mount Madonna School 

491 Summit Road 

Watsonville, CA 95076  

You may also download the application forms from our website at:

www.MountMadonnaSchool.org

Interviews
The Admissions Committee will review all applications upon receipt of the completed 
Application and Confi dential Report Forms. If the applicant meets the admissions criteria, you 
will be contacted to schedule an interview for your student.

For Preschool/Kindergarten Applicants – Sarojani Rohan will contact you for an informal 
assessment in the classroom environment. 

For Elementary Applicants - Supriya McDonald will arrange interviews and class visits 
with the teacher(s) and your child. 

Decision Letters and Wait Pools
The Admissions Committee will review all applicant information. You will then receive 
written notifi cation letting you know the committee’s decision. If space is not available at the 
time you have applied and your student has met the admissions criteria, you may request that 
your application be kept active and you will be notifi ed when space is available. 

Thank you for your interest in Mount Madonna School. 
We look to forward to meeting you and your child.
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Fees and Financial Aid2008-2009 Schedule of Fees

❖ New Students
 Application Fee (non-refundable)    $100
 Deposit (non-refundable; applied toward tuition)

Due within 10 days of acceptance    One month tuition

❖ Enrollment Fee: non-refundable (New students) 
           Preschool, Kindergarten, Elementary School (1-5) $730
           Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12)  $885

❖ Re-enrollment Fee: non-refundable (All current students)
 Preschool, Kindergarten, Elementary School (1-5) $380
 Middle School (6-8) and High School (9-12)  $530 

❖ Yearly Tuition (includes activities, travel, and incidentals)

cut

Preschool
5 days  $9,700 
4 days  $8,345 
3 days  $6,795 
5 half-days $6,795

  Kindergarten
5 days  $9,700
4 days  $8,345
5 half-days $6,795

    Elementary
Grades 1-2  $9,700
Grades 3-4  $9,930
Grade 5  $10,090

 

    Middle School
    Grade 6-8  $12,375  
                                    
                  
    High School

Grade 9-10  $12,375
Grade 11-12  $14,560

❖ Payment Plans Available
1) Full payment for the entire school year paid by April 5, 2008, directly to the School (a 1% 
discount will be applied); (Tuition Refund Plan is optional) or
2) 2-payment option pay 50% by April 5th and 50% by August 5th, directly to the School; 
(Tuition Refund Plan is optional) or
3) Monthly payments through the FACTS Management Company, April 2008 through March 
2009.  There will be a $41 charge to set up the contract payable to FACTS. (Tuition Refund Plan 
is required.)



❖ Other Fees
 Textbook Deposit (Grades 6-12) $250 (refundable)

Optional Transportation is available for the ocean and inland sides of the mountain at an 
additional cost: 

 3 days or less 4-5 days
      Watsonville / Santa Cruz Side

Holohan Road/Valley Catholic Church .............................. $1,265 ...............................$1,410
Airport & Freedom Blvds./VFW ..........................................$1,265 ...............................$1,410
Hansen’s/5-Mile House .........................................................$1,330 ...............................$1,485
Aptos Natural Foods/Aptos Library ...................................$1,400 ...............................$1,540
Sunnyside Produce/Little Tampico’s Restaurant ...............$1,400 ...............................$1,540
PCC (Pacifi c Cultural Center) ................................................$1,665 ...............................$1,860

     Gilroy / Morgan Hill Side
Fortino’s Winery – Gilroy .......................................................$1,180 ...............................$1,315
Church at Dewitt & Dunne – Morgan Hill ..........................$1,665 ...............................$1,860

 Transportation is offered on a space available basis.  
 One-Way riders pay 2/3 the rate; Riders using alternating bus stops (AM/PM) pay 1/2 each rate; and 

Occasional riders pay $5 per ride, maximum 10 rides per quarter, billed each semester.

Financial Aid
Mount Madonna School is committed to maintaining economic diversity within our community 
of families. Our annual operating budget provides scholarship funding as does the Bernice Arnold 
Scholarship Endowment and other special donations that are allocated for scholarships. Financial 
scholarship awards are based on the family’s economic needs, student merit and the family’s 
participation in the school.

Approximately 17% of the student body receives fi nancial aid grants with a diverse range of awards. 
If you are questioning whether you can afford Mount Madonna School, we encourage you to apply for 
fi nancial assistance and talk with us about other possible ways to make a MMS education affordable for 
your family.

Families apply for fi nancial assistance in early February by fi lling out the NAIS School and Student 
Services (SSS) form for Financial Aid and the Mount Madonna School Tuition Financial Aid 
Application. These forms are available through our offi ce in January and fi nancial aid award letters are 
sent to families of admitted students in late March. If you apply for enrollment and are admitted later 
than March, you can still apply for fi nancial aid. The Financial Aid Committee continues to award aid 
as long as there are funds available. Please contact Eric Forbes (ext. 231), Jivanti Rutansky (ext. 273) or 
Supriya McDonald (ext. 434) for assistance or questions by calling 408-847-2717.
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Questions & Answers

1. What makes MMS so different from other schools?
• For nearly 30 years we have made children and education our top priority. This translates into an 

outstanding program that has evolved and continues to grow.  

• Students benefi t from small class sizes, low student to teacher ratios, and a staff of exceptionally 
dedicated, professional educators.  

• We are committed to educating the whole child to prepare her/him for a life of meaning and 
success.  The core of the curriculum is academic excellence, creative self-expression and positive 
character development.

2. Is it too expensive?
No. The school is reasonably priced compared to other private schools, and the benefi ts far outweigh the 
costs.

• Mount Madonna School is an important investment:  When young people develop a love 
of learning and genuine self-respect, they can make the most of college, career, and life 
experiences.

• There are many forms of fi nancial assistance available.  Over 1/3 of our families receive some 
form of tuition assistance. 

3. Is the school accredited?
Yes.  Mount Madonna School is fully accredited through both of the premier accrediting bodies for 
independent schools, WASC and CAIS.

4. Is it too far away?
No, it’s worth the commute. Transportation is available, and the location sets Mount Madonna School 
apart with its exquisite 355 acre mountain-top environment overlooking Monterey Bay.

• Transportation service is available from Gilroy, Morgan Hill, Watsonville, Corralitos, Aptos, Soquel and 
Santa Cruz.

• Many families carpool.

• The location contributes to a peaceful, natural and safe learning environment.

Frequent Questions

cut



5.  Does the school have a religious affi liation?
No. Mount Madonna School is an independent, non-sectarian school that believes in embracing all faiths 
and traditions.  Just as we work to support intellectual, emotional, and physical development, we also 
encourage students to develop their own spiritual awareness. This is part of upholding and educating 
toward a culture of respect for oneself and others.

6.  Where do students go after graduating from MMS?
The majority of our students are accepted to excellent four-year public and private colleges and 
universities, including the University of California schools, Stanford, Harvard, Princeton, MIT among 
others.  Some gradutes choose to travel or work prior to pursuing higher education and their MMS 
education prepares them to navigate life’s adventures with confi dence.

7.  What are the expectations for parents at the school?
Parents are considered one of our most important resources in providing an exceptional learning 
community at Mount Madonna School. We know that when teachers, administrators and parents work 
together they greatly infl uence the success of children’s education.

• Parents are expected to participate in curricular and extra-curricular activities such as 
performances, sporting events, fi eld trips and class projects.  

• Like most private schools, tuition covers about 85% of the actual cost of education and the 
additional 15% comes from our fundraising efforts. We count on parents taking an active role to 
meet this need.

• Mount Madonna School is strongly committed to the values of respect, community and service. 
We expect all families to support these values and model them for all of the children.
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Directions
Directions to MMS 

From Highway 101: 
Take Highway 152 west at Gilroy. 

Go through Gilroy, remaining on Highway 152, and continue up the mountain approximately 10 
miles. 

At the top of the mountain, just past the 15 mph curve, turn right into Mount Madonna County Park 
(Pole Line Road). 

Follow the yellow line through the park (2.2 miles). Do not pay the park entrance fee. When you come 
to the stop sign at the end of the park, continue straight ahead on Summit Road for 1.5 miles (Pole 
Line Road becomes Summit Road). 

Mount Madonna School is on the left at 491 Summit Road. 

From Points North on Highway 1: 
Take Highway 1 to the Airport Boulevard exit in Watsonville. 

Turn left (cross the freeway) at the top of the off-ramp. 

Go approximately 3 miles on Airport Boulevard (which will change its name to Holohan Road when 
it crosses Green Valley), and continue until you reach Highway 152. Turn left (East) onto Highway 
152. 

Just past the Mount Madonna Inn, at the top of the mountain, turn left into Mount Madonna County 
Park (Pole Line Road). 

Follow the yellow line through the park (2.2 miles). Do not pay the park entrance fee.  

When you come to the stop sign at the end of the park, continue straight ahead on Summit Road for 
1.5 miles (Pole Line Road becomes Summit Road). 

Mount Madonna School is on the left at 491 Summit Road. 

From Points South on Highway 1: 
In Watsonville, take the Green Valley exit, and turn right on Green Valley. 

Take Green Valley east to the intersection with Airport Boulevard (to the left) and Holohan Road (to 
the right). 

Turn right onto Holohan Road and continue to Highway 152. Turn left (East) onto Highway 152.  Just 
past the Mount Madonna Inn, at the top of the mountain, turn left into Mount Madonna County Park 
(Pole Line Road). 

Follow the yellow line through the park. Do not pay the park entrance fee.

When you come to the stop sign at the end of the park, continue straight ahead on Summit Road for 
1.5 miles (Pole Line Road becomes Summit Road). 

Mount Madonna School is on the left at 491 Summit Road.
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Welcome
from Preschool/Kindergarten, Elementary and Middle/High School Directors

Dear Prospective Family,

What kind of school do you want for your children and your family?

In today’s hectic world, many families are seeking a safe place where children will be supported 
in learning and growing and where they will be recognized for their unique gifts.  As you read 
through the enclosed materials, we hope you will get a sense of the heart, and the magic, of this 
special place.

We recently met with a group of parents and asked them why they chose MMS.  They spoke 
about the community, the natural environment and our graduates.

Community:  Since its inception 29 years ago, MMS has created a web of meaningful 
relationships.  Parents, students, faculty and staff are all learning together to be deeply 
respectful and caring.  We are a small school where every person is known and every person 
counts.

Environment:  Our mountaintop campus is 355 acres of meadow and woodland – parents 
describe it as a haven where children and families can slow down and appreciate the wonders 
of our natural world.  While it is less convenient than a school down the street, this setting 
contributes to the safety and peace that are essential to the learning that occurs here.

Graduates:  Most of the parents I asked said the qualities they saw in our juniors, seniors, 
and graduates convinced them to choose MMS.  These young adults know and respect 
themselves and they care deeply about others and the larger world.  They are committed to 
being successful in ways that are meaningful and sustainable – making lasting contributions 
in science, medicine, law, business, education and the arts.  They are articulate, gracious, 
thoughtful and caring human beings. 

It is diffi cult to choose a school.  As you look at your options, which one calls to you?  Where 
do you see your child truly fl ourishing?  Where do you see your family being nourished and 
supported?  We hope you will visit and consider Mount Madonna School as the right choice for 
your child and your family.

Warmly,

Sarojani Rohan, PreK Director; Mary Supriya McDonald, Elementary Director; 
Jivanti Rutansky, Middle/High Director




